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in all ages, is the remedy for the many evils of

our own time, e.g., with reference to the ques-
tion of capital and labour, master and servant,
¢lass and class,  The duty of the Church to sce
1o it that men learn the truth that all gifts are
for ** the body”—not for theindividual, ii. Ex-
aggerations of Articles of the Faith to the
damage of the proportion of Truth to be
avoided. The cause of division in the Church,
this neglect of the symmetry of Gospel truth.
iii. Business nced not mean real work done.
We should take care to be usefully busy. To
be restlessly on the move an affectation of the
day. Sometimes there is strength in “sitting
«till,” Is, 80-15.  * In quietness and contidence
shall be your strength,” St. Luke x, 42, iv. All
these are small things, but they enter into the
very fibre and structure of the Christian char-
acter,  To attend to details, to simple rules; to
what the world calls “minor™ matters, e.qg., the
solidarity of the Church, the proportion of
things in religious teaching, the necessity of
doing carefully whatever God gives us (o do,
Leing useful as well as busy; a kindly sym-
pathy with the joys or sorrows of others. These
are not “ high things;” they are hidden out of
sight of men, but they are the foundations upon
which is to e built up the image of God in the
soul of man, which, after Christ, is created in
righteousness and troe holiness.

COMPREHUENSIVE-
CHURCIL

ANGLO-CATHOLIC
NESS AS A BASIS OF
UNITY.

The foundation of Church Unity must be
loth deep and broad. 1t must rest for its vali-
dity and nuthority on the bed-roek of primitive
Cathoheity ; it must be large enough to under-
lic every wull and column and *lively stone’
which the Master would build up into llis
“Spiritual House.

The tirst requirement of unity is the Catholic,
Apostolie, Divine authority, which comes of
corporate continuity with the primitive Church
not an anitation or a reproduction, but an orgunic,
entieal perpetuation of the A postolic Fellowship
—~the Faith, the Sacraments, the Order, and
devotional system of the carly Church,  With-
out this there may be an amalgamation of sects,
a platform of opiions, but not Chwreh, Unity,

Let no one make light of the corporate con-
ity of the Kingdom of God.  More than
three-tourths of Christendom to-duy prizes its
orwanic connesion with the ecarly Church, be-
Heving (and rightly) that wmen c¢an no more
mike a new Church than they can create a new
world.  No basis of unity will be firm enough
to support more than a small fragment of
Christendom (viz., the Dissenting Commuunions
—nor those satizstactorily) unless it rest on the
hederock of primitive Cadholicity.

Protestant Christianity, theretore, the discon-
nected, unhistorie, voluntary, social, unauthori-
tative, non-sacramental system of religion, can
never be the basis of Church Unity.  f¢ has no
depth.

Historie Christendom, by which is meant
that parv of the Christian world which retains
the Ministry, the Creeds, the Sucraments, the
Warship, and the Traditions of the Apostolic
Church, certainly cannot be left out of any
scheme for Church Unity. It must, however,
be confessed that a large part of listoric
Christendom (the Latin part) is now estrunged
trom Protestant Christendom, not by reason of
it< Cutholic inhevitance, but by reason of certain
un-Cutholic innovations or ‘developments,” which
(whether desirable or not) are by no means ¢s-
«ntial, for they were not required or even known
in the early Church, Greck and Anglican
Catholics and Protestants (a majority of all
Clristians), can never be brought to accept the

novelties any more than Greek, Anglican, and
Roman Catholies (a still larger mujority of all
Christians), can ever be brought to exchange
their common and truly Catholic inheritance
for the anti-Catholic principles of unhistoric or
Protestant Christianity, The busis of Christian
unity, then, must be broad enough to include
those who do not aceept the distinetively Latin
innovations; broad enough to allow of the prin-
ciple of reformation,

Latin Catholicism, therefore, as at present
narrowed by new dogmas and “developments)
cannot be a suceessful basis of Church unity,
It is not broad cnough.

Wo have now seen that Protestantism, as hay-
ing no connexion with the carly Church, and
Latin Catholicism, as narrowed by Trent and
the Vatican, cannot be the basis ot wnity,  The
former is not deep enough; the latter is not
broad enough,

What, then, ix wanted ? | answer, fiberal
Catholicism—a Christianity at onee Apostolic
and free, ceclesinstical and seriptural; historie
and reforned, deep apd broad ; in a word, Com-
prehensive. Tnoall charity and common sense |
submit, is not this the ideal busis of unity ?

There s in the providence of God a lurge and
important part of Christendom, not suliciently
understood, which comes nearver this ideal than
any other portion of the Universal Church, |
mean, the Historie Mother Chureh of the Eng-
lish-speaking race,  Itis Catholic in all essen-
tials; its roots are in the Past, 1t has vetained
the Apostolic Fellowship, as scen in the un-
broken suceession of its Ministers, in the Ortho-
dox Faith, the primitive Sacraments, and a
Catholic Liturgy. It isasliberal as the Gospel,
simple in its terms of membership, demanding
no baptismal profession but the Creed of the
Blessed Apostles, and in the christening using
cither immersion or aflusion; recogmsing all
baptisms in Christendom, whether ceclesiastical
or non-conforming, whether by priest or lay-
man, if only done with water in the Nume of
the Blessed Trinity; allowing, over and above
the prescribed offices, perfect liberty of worship,
and in the preseribed oflices great variety of
ritnal; giving the laity all the privilege of their
order, and opportunity for all the work they
can reasonibly perform,—inshort) couservative
and progressive, holding to the past and adapt-
ing itxelt to the present; rich inats history and
traditions, itx missionary activity, its piety,
prestige, and power; renowned {or its charities,
learning, iiterature, snd art; historie and ve-
formed, Catholic and liberal, with its 225 bish-
ops, its 30,000 priests, and itz 25,000,000 -
herents—the dominant religion of the dominant
race of the world,  As a profound thinker hus
lately ohserved : ¢ There 1s nothing arrogant in
saying that the Chureh of England is just the
one body on earth which can provide a way of
escape for both (extremes), enubling the Pro-
testant to get back the ancient Creeds and
Hicrarchy, the stately worship, and the conse
cration of art and emotion, without the top
hamper of novel cults and questionable miracles ;
enubling the Roman Catholic to get rvid of thoze
parts of his system which revolt his intelleet
and conscience, without having to throw away
therewith the golden deposit of primitive Catho-
licism.

1t no such Church as the Anglican were in
existence to day, I verily believe the ideal hases
of wety which all thoughtful Christinns must
seek, would be substantially that of the Anglo-
Catholic Church,  What shall T suy? 15 the
actual existence of such a comprehensive his-
toric Church—so providentially fitted to be the
nucleus and working centre of Church unity—
an actual hindrance to Church unity?  Shall
the sdval basis of unity, which unity-loving
Christians would agonise to create it iv did not
exist, be cust aside, through inherited jealousy
and denominational pride, simply because it docs
exist, right tohand.  Gaod forbid !

To sum up what has been written. The

basis of Church unity must bo deep and broad.
Romanism is deep but not broad. Protestant-
ism is broad but notdeep. The Anglo-Catholic
Church is both deep and broad—reformed, in-
deed, but Catholie still; and as such it ofters, if’
not the only, at least the most reasonable and
practical foundation for the reunion of Christens
dom, If thero be a botter one, what is it ?

To some it may be a now idea that the Angli-
an Churceh is the only living exponent of Lib-
cral Catholicism, and some will say, < If such is
really the case; we want to be convineed of it
Well, all I ask of you is, for the sako of Chureh
nnity, cramine the case, It you tind a decper
and broader toundation ot Church unity, build
upon it; it not, your duty is clear,

I close this brief paper with the words of two
unity-loving Christians, as widely sevored as
any who love the Lovd Jesus Christ ean possi-
bly be. On the one hand Ultramontane De
Maistre, after 2 vesidence in Russin had shown
him the possibility of' the (tatholie religion with-
out tho Romun encumbrancees, left it on record
‘11 Christians ever come together again, as they
all desive, it ix evident that the movement must
originate with the English Chureh,”  While, on
the other hand, the Presbyterian Dr. Shields
has recently said, that it the reunion of Ameri-
can Christianity ever comos, ‘it must comg
through the spivit of Protestant Catholicism, of
which the English Liturgy, properly amended
and enriched, would be the best conceivable
embodiment,” Awrnen Winoe Lieree,

Contem ﬂ orary Church
Opinion.

Living Chureh (Chicago) :

"of material selenee aro

The “ developments
truly wonderful.  The way that itdemonstratos
the antigquity of mun is surprising,  The fam-
ous Calaveras skall, which was taken from a
tunnel under FPable Mountain somo yours ago,
was prool” positive thuat man existed before the
present geologieal epoch,
Unfortunately  for the ¢ pre-historic an,”
however, Dr. Southall, in his * Recent Ovigin of
Man,” tells us that a Mr. Brier, w ininer, whoso
brother was a relinblo minister of Alvarado,
Californin, wis one of the two men who took the
skull from a cave in the sides of the valley, and
placed it the shaft) where it was found; and
that the whole object was o practical jole, to
deceive Prof. Whitney, the geologist,

tenesis was amyth !

ICis not many years since elergymen of spot-
less life and nndeniable enrnestness were hoing
imprizoned in enlightened  England, for using
certiin ornaments and cereimonial in divine ser-
vice, which appenred to he sanctioned or on-
Joined by law and rubric, It makes ono won-
der to read that without the slightest chungo in
the law or the enactment of any additional
statutes, ];cn:tllic.-i are now inflicted upon thosoe
who undertake to remove the very ornmmoents
which so short a time ago it wis an offence to
retain,  In a recent case, the Rev, Arthur
Keble White, of Burley parish church, in tho
diocese of Winchester, prayed that the church-
varidens should bo required to replace at once
on the retable of the altar, a brass cross, cun-
dlesticks, cundelubra, and vases, which they had
talen the liberty of removing.,  The chancellor
of the diocese before whom the case way tried,
condemned the churchwardens in costs and
ordered them Lo replace the articles within
cight days. Verily the tables seem to be turned |
Lt is strange, too, what can havoe becomo of the
Hagrgerieved parishioner,” whose complaints were
always received with such solemnity, though he
might really Jive in Egypt and nevor darken
the doors of the parish church !
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