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week, epecial services for them, personal invi-
tiops to them to atiend tbese sorvices, Bible

7 flass on Sacday for these ; here are some of the

things that men ¢1n do, snd ough to dn."
No doubt if Christian meu would gve an

' evening & weok to help their brother men, to
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' get above the world, with its drudgery or

\

|its frivolities, they would be doing & good work,
acceptable to God.—Southern Churchman.

THE BIBLE IS THE WORD OF GOD.

(#rom the American Church S. S. Magasine,
Phila , for Junuary )

= Oue of the marked traits of modern study is

the expansion of words to cover larger areas of

thought. An exambple of this is the larger

meaning given in the word ‘ days,” in the firet

(

chapter of Genesis. The study of Geology eug

| gested that the ides of a period of time might

,lie back of the days of oreation, and biblical
‘students, reminding themselves that one day
with the Liord may be a thousand years, were
enriched with & broader grasp of their well.
"worn theme by accepting the suggestion of
goience. The old, familiur word ** day” was
not dropped, bat was illamired by a new re-
flection coming behind it. Taere was no rea-
son to quarrel with the word which had done
such good service in the text of the first chap
ter of Gonesis, but it became rather dearer,
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more servicable by its capacity for transmitting

1ew light. The capacity of 4 word for traus-
-1itting new thought is like the power of a
vood lens, boehind which one may place an oil-
light, or a lime-light, or an electric light,
without discarding the lens. Maltiply the
candle power of the light if you will, but do
not change the lens evory time you imcrease
the power of the light behind it.

There is nv need, then, of discarding old
terms and phrases any more than of discussing
the lens of clear glass becanse some increase of
light has come to shine through it.

There has been & dispoeition manifested in
modern teaching to discard the term * the
Word of God” s applied to the Bible. Some
writers prefer the exprossion, *‘The Word ot
God is contained in the Bible,”” to the more
widely accepted and time-honored assertion,
'* The Bible is the Word of God." It is 8 mic—
taken supposition that any such change is de-
panded. The only demand is for a term or
phrase which will transmit whatever new in-
tensity the light of trath may acquire, If the
assertion that ‘ tho Bible is tbe Word of God”
is sufficiently transparent,that is all that can
be asked, and all that conld be provided by the

. snbatitation of 8 more modern equivalent.
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1t is reqjuired in # good lens that it sball be
achromsatic’ whick simply means cepable of

- tranemitting the pure whiteness of light with

out any tint of color. This is also reqaired of
any word used for the transmission ot the pare
whiteness of truth revesled by Gud to man.
Now look at tho phrase, “ The Bible contains
the Word of God.” and compsre its achromatic
quality with the phrase, “'The Bible is the
Word of God,” This latter phrase trapsmits to

~ us the thought of a rovelation without the ad-
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mixture of humen f. ailty. The former phrase,
“ The Bible contairs the Wurd of God,” gives
us an idea of a revelation discolored by the
medium through which it has passed—discolor-
ed also by rash thinkipg aod irreverent meth-
ods. It has the fanlt ot & bad lens, which not
only fails to give a white ray of light, but does
not even give a well-balauced view of the
colors of the spectrum, but emphasizes one very
‘gly and glaring tint to the destruotion of boih
~o beanty and serviceableness of the light.
v this phrase about containing the Word ‘of

1 emphasizes the buman element to the ne-
‘ot ¢t the Divine element, and fastens the at-

tention on the defeots of the letter of the B ble
rather thun on the rubswance of its #pirit.

it ia ar if, in poirting ovt some well-knowa
ohisranter in & crowd, one should be obiizod to
say, Lhero is vhu body that contains the sonl of
such and suoh a person; instead of saying,
briefly, There is the person himself. Tho Bible
ir not merely like a chest containing & medley
of acoidentals, but it is the embodiment of 8
living force, and a8 in common parlance we
point to the living haman figare saying, That
18 the person, so when we point to God'srevels-
tion of Himself in the Bibls, it is both common
sense and good English to say, Tuatis *‘ the
Word of God.” It is not necessary when Qaeen
Viotoria passes along the street in her oarrisge
to say, *** The oarriage containing the Queen 18
going by ;" but briefly, ¥ The Qieen is going
by.” If she were riding in w very rhubby
vohicle utterly incompatible witk her royalty
and the rabble might forget her presence, it
might be appropriate to ray, * That carriage
contains the Queen; dopn't forget it.” Unless
we tnink the Bibie a very shabby conveyance
fur Divine truth, there 1s no use of making a
distinction. The method we advooate is to re
tain the phrase, ¢ The |Bible is the Word of
God,"” and to show its capacity for tran:mit.
ting Divine light. Acocept ail that modern re—
search his accomplished. Let us rejoice in the
broad view that God's revelation of Himsel!
buas had an actoal muvement in haman history
bsfore it was recorded by the soribe on parch-
ment. Lt us recognize that not only by voioes
orying in the wilderneces and by the pens of
ready writers, but also by types, by national
institutions, by siow historic developments ss
well as by great orsis and epochs of transition,
by every service of humun life a8 well as by
gpeech, G:od has besn manifesting Himself 1o
man, This manifestation, in its annonncement
and sccomplishment, has been commitied to
writing, snd the writien record is s0 snimatcd
by the force that is revesled that the lotter is
t0 the spirit as & wellshaped bady is to the
msnifestation of the living suul, So permested
is the letter by the spirit of revelation that the
form of the record has grown with tae epirit
as budy and soul grow together, until thoy have
bscomv &s inseparable s the vital organs und
the functions belopgiog to them. Of such s
blended form and aubrtsnce we cannot say less
than that it is **the Word of God.”

This useis also sanotioned by the long-or~
tablished habi¢ of Hebrew and wreei thought,
in which the Word ot God hay always stood tor
mors than the mere utterance of the lips and
the written record. Hebrew literature contains
examples of his ueage, which Edersheim hus
treated at length in his “ Life of Jesus;" and
every reuder of the New Teatament is lamiliac
with St. John's usage in his application of the
Logos to the divine nature ot our Lord. No
theologian denies that vhere is a pervading ref-
erence to Christ in the Old and New Testumenis
as * The Word of God behind the mere words of
Scripture, binding the writlon pages into a
living unity, ever more and more olearly re~
vealed and progressive by realizing His mani-
festation of the Futher in all the childron of
God, and, finally, 1o glorify creation iwel! by
illaminating and lifting all crestion into the
glories of redemption., Both the baok of na~
ture sud the book of grace haye in them & pro-
gressive hope, which moves on toward & trans-
parent condition, in which @od’s presence shall
shine out in an unhindered revelation,

The devout stndent of the Scripture sees in
its pages fresh gleams of eternal light, radiat-
ing from the temple of God, making its walls
translacent 80 thut its stones become & mere
veil, a curtain ever growing thinner and more
transparent until 1t is refined in the flesh of
Jesus Christ to 8 medinm absolutely tranepar-
ent to faith, The granite rock becomes as

orystal, and the dusty stones of stumbling are
turned into jewels that shine with Urim and
Thummin rovelations. The new heavens and

the new ear‘h wi'l chntain no page, no stono,
no bheart vpeque 1) God's ligh 5 aud vhen all
uaturo's rugurd well realize 1w cad iu bevon ing
“the Wodof G

REOUESTS.

Sobscribers, in arrear, would very much
obiige us, and materiully ussist our work by
remitting WirHOUT DXL .Y, the amount due us
The

umount 80 duo is in the aggregato very con-
sidorsble; and its non payment seriously uf.
foots us. Will not subscribors Examixg Tox
Lansrn on their papers, arcortain the date and
remit amount duys by first mail; registered lot.
ter or P.O. Order?

Wa would also ask each subioriber to assist
our work for The Church by sonding in the
name of at least ONE New Susoaingr Wo
esnnot bolieve that this would bo & vory hoavy
task in woy case ; and it would quickly incroase
oar circulation, and if wo are to boliove the
many flattering—though wholly unsolicited —
assurunces of the benefir accruing to The
Chruch through the publica‘ion of the GuaRD
IAN, each subscriber would thus bocome a co-
worker with uas in extending its beneficial infla.
anco.

We would also ask subsoribers, Clerionl and
Lay, (but specially the former) to furnish to us
the names and uaddresses of parighionors to
whom specimen copios of the GoAspiaAN might
be sent, with a viow of incraasing our subswrip-
tion list, and thus enabiing us ultimately to re-
duce the snbseription prico. Sime of our Sub
geribers complain of tho retura to the former
rate of $1.50 per snnum ; but woe wore com—
pelled to take this step through the failure of
Churchmen to respand to our effort to furnish
them with a sound weckly paper ut one dollar,
Even at $1.50 the Guaspiay is lower in price
—we hope not in tene —tb «r cithor of the other
woekly Church papors.

together with renewal subsoription,

The apposl that the Iipiscopal Church makes

to the Nuw Testament und to the Primitive
Church is free sud honoest. 1t challenges an
exumination by them. What does the Now
Testament teunch ?  How did Clomont, and
Ignatius, aud Polycurp, wpd frverfis, snd
Cyrign, aod Athavusiuy, and Jorome, and
Augustine and Cyril roceive amd transmit, the
one to the other, the doctrines and the govern-
ment, upd Lhe worship of the Church ?  Upan
their usuges, upr n their fuilh, historcully the
Foglish, unl the . her duughier, tho Amorican
Church, re-t thewr olaim ton part, & living, con-
tivaoas purt, in the Hely Catholic Church of
Christ. Whut they suowed Lhdal Lho Chorch
held then wo hold now; what thoy taught as
tho Church's dostrino we tesch now, snd we do
pot fear the closest scratiny int) our tlaims by
this test, Moro; wo desire i, wo urge it.
Those who have thrown away Apostulic govern.
ment cunnot endors it. Thowe who have added
10 the taith shriak from it, O. all bodios of tho
Christiun world vow, the Anglican Cnarch and
ber dugghter commaunivns alono uian abide by
tho test of the Primitive Courch, Sho therefore
makes great uwe of it in her controversios, und
gshe must, upon every legul maxim, demund
that her organizstion, sud ber hiswry, und her
standurds of farth, be judged by ihis wuca-
stone.—Tuo Church Cyclope ria,

Tax Creed says, ** 1 belweve iu the Buly Ca-
tholic Chureh,” not I buiieve in the “ Protest.

ant Episcopal Charch.”



