
.r l, l 1887.

firmly believed thera have been the .nobleRt
action and the happiest and most peacmîl
living.

Is the story true, thon ? We cone back
*pon bis question, which is the really ess.ential
ane to consider. We must fix our attention
ipon the evidence. We must weigh it anid sift
it. It should be strong and clear to lead us to
such unusual, such momentous conclusions.
We must not say that no evidence will per-
suade us; if we do, we ara weakly yieilding
ta a habit of the mind, a mechanical impulse,
instead of using scientific investigation. One
of the disciples of Jesus described in the old
Gospel history made a statement of the kind.
When Christ's other companions declared that
they had seen Him risen, Thomas said that he
would not and could not bolieve unless ho ac-
tually could put bis fingers into the pi-tnt of
the nails that had fastened Him to the Cross.
That incredulity was not philosophical, but the
resuit of habit, prejudice, and perbaps a mor-
bid and desponding disposition. If e'zer I am
inclined to similar doubting, if the thought
comes pressing upon me unbidden, " The super-
natural is impossible," I balieve it would be un-
reasonabla weakness ta yield to the impulse,
as I do not know what the supernatural is, and
iave no moans of judging as to its impossibil-

ity.
But there ara classes of phenomana which

do come under the range of my experiene,
and with regard ta which I am c:pable of
judging as to their possibility or impo Psibilitv.

udn when I think of the évidence b ifore mv
reason and conscience for the stor y of tha
crucified and risen Jesus, I foe it is im.possible
that such evidence could mislead. 'hat the
eharacter of Jesus should have bean i nvented
by dishonest forgers or fanatical dre.mnere is,
1 arn quite sure, impossible. That P'aul and
lis other Aposties should have preacb ed thair
noble, large minded, and bolh doctrine s, while
they were propagating what they boleved to
bei untrue is, impossible. That they should all
have imagined Jesus to be thve while lie was
still mouldering in His grava under their feet
is impossible. That they shnuld bave brad their
lifelong Jewish prejudices overcome, t11 their
narow-mindcd ideas swept away, aU their
earthly desires and longings crushed, by their
deference to One whose life was a wild -drearn
or a daring imposture, is impossible. That
lis companions, who loved Him. and. lived

with Ilim, and spent years in His oc-iety,
should have been mistalken on tha plain issue
as to whether He did or did not do the things
which the writer of our letters and Ris other
disciples said fie did, is impossible. Tat he
could bave taught as He did, that Lhey could
lave taugbt as they did, if He and they wore
le victims of an absurd delusion, is inpo.ssi'le.
That thero could be any kind of glamour, or en-
thusiasm, or sentimental imagining that would
make a number of men think that a series of
events happened within their experience which
neyver bai happencd, and as thoy taughbt thon
lee li t te same timo the plained, rnxt son-
HbLe, as well as most beautiful morality, and
be so sure tbey had seen things they never saw
ithat they should let themiselves be killeI rather
than cease to doclare they bad witnessed them
-sucb delusion and such conduct my ,judgment
uînesitaiingly declares to bc imposbible.

When I tbink of all this. of ail the evidenco
history g,ves, ail the ovidenca my heart res.
pends to in every fibre, as to the unique andi
gloious life of Jesus of Nazareth, I leave my
attitude of inquiry. I have been in quiring and
scarching, but not in tain. I bave found what
I wanted. I have foend a real religion. I
havc found a narrative of outward facts which
the verdict of my understanding declares to
be true. I have foulnd a revelation from the
great unseen (lod thrilling to ty heart and
cOnscience, satisfying my langings, strengthen-
i n ne for the battle against evi , assuring me
of the reality of righteousness, pointing re to
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a Father above who lovs me, to a Saviour who
forgives me, to a Divine Spirit who cones and
dwells in may heart and gives Mo a power for
goodness sufficient for my needs. So I can ive
my life bravely. I have an object worth living
for. The doing of duty ta-day is the beginning
of an eternal career of interesting service.
M1y earthly friends and compnions are bond
to me by a tic that death is not to loose. We
have a " Fathor's bouse" beyond the grave.
The calamities of life cannot crush, nor the
troubles and toils of hfa ovarshadow, Our joy
and hope. There is a Providence that "malkes
aIl things work together for good." "Verily
there is a reward for the righ teous; doubtloss
there is a God that judgeth the earth." Though
doubts may sometimes cloud our faith, though
"the changes and chances of life" may semoa-
times mako the tears "rise in the heart and
gather to the eyes," though efforts for the right
are often only imperfectly successful, yet we
can still have ringing in our ears the cheery
note of our old ietter-writer, " Be steadfast,
unmovable, always abounding lu the work of
the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your
labour is not in vain in the Lord. And beyond
this voice we can hear the echo of another
grander and sweeter still : " Lot mot your
heart be troubled. Ye believe ln God; believe
also in me."-Pragnentary Records of Jesus
of -Nazareth, by Rev. Canon F. R. Wyanne, A..
M

THE INISTER'S PAR OCIIIAL TETP-
TA TIO Nr.

When several parishes in a largo city are
"looking fora newrector," the question arises:

What does this mean ?" It signifies that
while the Methodist system. of itinerancy has
not been canonically adopted by our Church,
to a growing extent many of our clergy are
itinerants I Many parishes desire another roc-
tor, and many rectors desire a new sphore of
labor m T for-I--- de r La -l a -r

attractive gifts," and the latter ycarn for a
field in which thoir clorical abilities may be
more higbly appreciated. "Feebla par'ishcs"
yearn for a rector whose talents may raise
them into "strong anid influential parishes,"
financially, if not spiritually; and large and
wealthy parishes desire "a man possessed of
brilliant gifts oratorically, financially and soc-
ially" ; and if an unusually holy and self-
sacrificing man, this will be no objection.

The terms and phrases used by some ward ens
and vostrymon who are "looling for a r-ctor."
indicate that the primai-y object for which

or " modern thought" for Apostolic doctrine
and duty, and disobey the command, "Prach
the word, reprove, rebuke, exhort," apparent
success may conceal spiritual advorsity.

The whoels of the modern parish system
may revolve smoothly on the track ot the occ-
lesiastical yar, and tha parish treasury ovor-
flow; but as God does not ostimate a recto's
success in accordance with modern parochial
arithmotic, in fis siglht ho only who upbuilds
fHis spiritual temple with living stones is the
successful minister; and indopendent of the
n mber of bis talants ho will hemr theapproving
words, " Well done, good and faithful servant;
thon hast been faithful over a few thinga; I
will make thea ruler ovr many things. Enter
thou into the joy of thy Lord."

Soma rectors of wealthy and influential
parishos fearlessly and f'aithfully fulfil thoir
mission as able ministers of Christ; and many
hoarts respect and love th ministor who fear-
lessly proclaims their duties and sbort-comings.
A wealthy banker said, "I liko my minister
to bit me a whaclc, and knock nie hadlong
occasionally ; " and anotter admirer of min-
isterial moral courage said, "I hilco that
proacher best who drives a man into the corner
of bis pow and makes him think th devil is
after him."

In one off the lectures delivered to tho stud-
onts of the General Theological Seminay, by
Bishop Huntington, ho says: "It has pleased
Providence to employ some minent gifts in
the service in ail ages of the Church, but by far
the greater portion of tha actual and solid
work of the Gospel and Kingdom of Christ
ias been done by mon of modorate parts."

The lectures are entitled "Tho Porsonal Chris-
tian Life in the •nistry," and published by
request of students who waru privilegad to
hear them. They enbrace the duties and res-
ponsibilities of Christ's minisiers, spocifying
the osential clements of ministorial faithful-
neas and eflciency. If re-aid by rectors and
mnissionar'ies they wrould recall the solemn vows
of ordination, and incite to ministr for Christ
wi i God-pleasing motives nai (oU-fa' g
deterîminatfon. And if rad by wardon and
vestrymon, somo my be moved to place no
soenlar or othor barrior l the way af thoir
rector's usefulnes. In one of the lectures the
Bishop rofers to the pariod in churelh histaor'y
when "Satan bad not wholly debauenedthe
manliness of Christian parisies into the co-
wardice of disnmissing a past->r for denoueing
open iniquity."-hurcth Press.

GOD AS "ALL TNALL "

I. God I all in all"-1 Cor. xv, 2S : does not
mean that God the Son sha1l be lost in the Father,
that Goi the Futher shall become absolutelv

parishe were originally orgauized is now sub- and solely dominant, for Christ is one with the
ordinate. Financial and oratorical ability and Pather anid the lHoly Spirit. Wo can no moro
polito mannors are desirable; but Christ didi divide the Trinity than we can life: they aro
not commission His ministcrs to " run a par- one, and indivisible. Christ spoke of limelf
ish" financially, nor to b a paroebial social as baing equal with the Fathor, "I and my
ornament, nor to b a pulpit per'otechnist, but Fneatheao." IIe taughîtthat"all mon sholuld
to "Preach th Gospel," including the facts, honourthe Son even as tIey honnur ithe Fathro.'
vrcepts, promises and thratrnings, according Yea, tIis very expression-" ail in ail "-which
to their several dogrees of abiiity. is hare used of 'God the Father is also used of

But in view of what many parishes now .
crave, mot willing to be unsettied, some rectors Christ. Ia is spoken of as Il fness of him

are perplexed and sorely tompted not to imitate that tilleli and as tiall, and l

St. Paul, who said: " I speak boldly as I ouglt (( the Father is not I all in ail" to tho exclu-

to speak." Othe-s realize ihat w-hile tiey- have sion of the Son, but with the Son, and with the

no desire to displease hearers, " the offenee of 11Y Ghost,
the ci-as has mot ceua," ad if their primary 2. It is the Triune God, Pather. Son and

object be to please mon they " cannot e tle Zoly Spirit, that ishere spocen of as " atl in all."
servants of God-" Rect>rs naturally desire to Tho mediatorial kingdom having come to an
ba "successful," but a 'hurch edifica mny- ba end, the relative position of' Christ being no
gothic, capacious, and ail the pews rented, the longrer rceqired, there is Sen onlv the Divine

mu-ic artistic and attractive, the sermons or- absoluteners la the never divided Triaity. The

nate and eIloquent, and crowded congregations kingdom remains, but the maînner' Of adminis-
may applanid their excellence and brevity : and i tration is changed.-D. W. T. in the Theological
yet, if the ministel substitute oratory ar science & Homiletic Magazine for May.


