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THE CHRISTIANTMIRROR.

members of the House of Isracl, who, from time
to time, are added to the Churen by baptism ; and
there are not wanling many tokens of encourage-
ment to piove lo us the faithfulness of Gud’s
word, and that the time to favour Zion is at hand.
It caznot be denied that as yet our chief daty is
to mourn for her; to this we are especially called
during the present season, which not only brings
forcibly to our remzinbrance the sin of J-rusalemn
in crucifying the Lord of «lory, but also the awful
and melancholy scenes of ignorance and darkness,
whiclh are practised at this time, and that by
thase calling themselves Cheistians,

¢ Jernaa'em is, indeed, trodden down —but we
have the blessaid pro:nise that, it we mourn for
her, we shall also rejoice with her; and resting
on the Divine promise, anl consirsined by the
lave of Christ, who, as at this time, and in this
very place, Jaid dpown His life for His people ;
we humbly desire 1o adopt the words of the Pro-
phet as our motlo —: For Zion’s s ke we will nat
hold our peace, anil for Jerusalem®s sake we will
not rest, until the rizhteousness thereof go forth
as brightness, and the s.dvation thereof as a lamp
that burneth.  And the Gentiles shall see thy
righleonsess, and all kings thy glory, and thou
shalt be culled by a new name which the nouth
of the Lord shall name, Thou shalt also he a
crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, and a
royal diadea in the hand of thy God. Thou
shalt no more be termad forsaken, neither shall
thy land any more be termed desolate, but thou
shait be called Hephzibah,and thy land, B-ulah;
for the Loid delighteth in th e, and thy layl
shall be marvied.” = An:l it may be our piivilege,
and that of our ehildrer, to see Jerusalem again
a praise in the earth.  Amen.

¢ Commending cwisclves to the continuance of
gonr interest and your prayers, L-remain, your
aithlul brother and servant, .

. « M., S, Ascr. Hisgosow,
“The Rev. J. P. Ganerevy, Kilmood
Vicarage, County Down,’”

RELICIOUS TOLRRATION IN AUSTRIA.

Tiig following it'm of iutelligence discloses the
views of loleration, ente.tained by the mosttruly
Catholic Cabinet of Auslria. 1tis exlracled from
the Gazeite des Tribungux of Paiis. It was
communicated from Viennaon April 6; an: testi-
fies that the most malignant attribut 3 and mis-
chievous operations of Romanis n exi-t still in all
their unrestricted aclivily on the European con-
tinent, and will be sustained by the sovereigns
who, in conformity with the predictions in
Revelation xvii , have given their kingloms to
the Beast. The Decrecs, howevér, prove that
the Jesuils are rapidly gaining their deadly
ascendancy throughout the-Papal dominions,

Viensa-An imperial ordonnance just published
forbids, under the penalties of fine and imprison-
ment, every Catholic subject of his Majesty to
embrace Prolestantism,without having previously
oblained - the express permission of the Govern-
ment 3 which permission is not to be granted but
on very setious grounds, nor until after the
authorities have recoznized the necessity of the
chauge of religion. Another orlonnance forbids
Protestants to make public prayers in their
churches or chapels on the occasion of mixed
marrtages : and revokes a former ordopnance,
which authorized Catholic priests to assist pas-—
sively, that ig, as simple witnesses, at the ceichra-
tion of inarriages between Gatholics and Protes-
tants ;s0 that henceforth these ecelesiastics must
abslain entitly from appearing at these unions.
It is nseless lo add that these ordonrances have
occasioned great emo:ios amnouny the Protestants
of the capital. .

—
PRAYER BOOK AND HOMUI ¥ 30CEETY" .

Yesterpay the annnal meeling of the” friends
and wubscribers 10 the Prayer-Book and Homily
Saciety was held in the lewer room, Exeter
Hull, Strand. The objects of the society are to
circulate at home, hy membern of the society, by
agentz, or otherwise, amongshlandsmen, seamen,
fishermen, and boalmen, and abroad, by clergy-
men, tissionaries, and others, the Book of Com-
mon Prayer, and all other works of the Church
set {orth at or ahout the time of the Reformation,
in. English 88 well as in fareign langnages. Lotd
Bexloy was announced lo fakie the chair,- but,
from indisposit'on, that veneradble nobleman was
unable to attoads Mr. Joseph \Yilson was there-

fare voted to the chair, and having briefly related
the ohjects of the society, he called upon the
secretary, the Rev. I Doleman, M. A., to read
the report of the committee for the past year.

It stated that during nineteen years, in the port
of London alone, upwards of 41,500 vessels had
heen visiled, more than 22,000 Prayer-Booke
and Howmilies had been purchased by seamnen at
reduced prices and about 16,500 books of select
homilies, and a large number of homily tracts, hail
been distributed gratuitouly amongst them and
emigrants. Dwing the last five years 1,000
opies of family prayers, taken from the Liturgy,
had likewise been purchased by seamen, and it
was reckoned that now the commanders of about
one-third of the vesse's engaged in foreign voya-
ses assembled their crews on Sunday for prayers,
[t was estimated that there were not fewer than
200,000 seamen and 100,000 boatmen of various
descriptions and fisnermen employed in the mari-
time service of this country. n Liverpool and
Lreland the socicty was rapidly progressing in
public estimation, and its forcigu operations were
on an e¢xtensive scale ; there having, during the
five past years of its existence, been circulated
amongst the inhabitants of Shain, America, Hin-
doostan, China, Portugal, Canada, and various
o her places, large nu:bers of Piayer-Books and
Homilies, translated into the langaages of the
several countries.  The total number of books
issued from the soci:ty’s depository from the 31st
of March, 1843, was 424,582 Prayer-Books, and
2,574,113 Homitiis, Dwing the past year the
namber of books circulated was 5,226, being
1,163 Prayer-Books and 4.063 Homil s. A fal-
ling olfhm{, however, ensued during that time in
the receipts of the society, which were 1;750L
15s. Gil.y but it was hoped the ensuing vear would
produce more favourable results.  The report
hav-ng been unan mously adopted and 1esolutions
favourabl« to the oujects of the saciety passed.
the custominy vote of thanks was awarded to the
Chairman, and the meeting broke vp.

CIHHURGIH MESSIONARY SOCIETY,

The Earl of Chich ster presite | at this mncaet-
inz, which was held in Ex-tar Ha'l on Tuesday
week, Tne receipts of the year were reported vs
follows :=-

Gen-ral fupd, out of which the cstablishinents of
the Suciety a. home and abroad are provided

for, I S T R
Special funids— ¢
China Fund, . . . £1,556 16 1
Capital Fan |, . 2643 1 6
Fourah By Buildings Funt, 1,181 17 0
Disabled Missionaries” Funt, L3 19 0

£6,632 13 7
Making a total from —————
all sources of, . . £104,323 15 10
The expenditure of the year, including contri-
butions 10 Incal funds in the missions, amounted
to £93,472 7. 31. Tue Commitlee were thus
enabled to report an excess of income over expen-
diture in the past year of £4,318 155, atter the
payment of a debt of £1,000 outstanding at the
last anniversary. R
The mesting was addressed by the Dishop of
Chester, Prof-ssor Schol: field, the Bishop of Ri-
pon, Rev. J. W. Cunningham, Viear of latrow,
Sir R. Inglisy Bart., M. P., Rev. De. Murshy Mr,
Plumptre, M. P., Rev. Hugh Stowel'.
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THFE PEOPLE OF GOD ARE BTRANGERS.,

Tue greatest stranger the world ever saw was
the adorable Being that created it, and that af-

Jterwards dwelt among i's inhabitants, that he

might instruct them in righteousness and save
them forever. The worlds were made by him :
and he was appointed heir of all things. He is
the express image of the invisible God—Yea,
God ever all and- blessed forever. But ¢ when
he came to his own, his own received him not.”
Hia condescension was requitcd by the most an-

gracious tepulses ; and the only return lhu_l;
experienced at the hands of his countrymen,
all the good that he rendered them, was 1o
proach, false accusation, and the death of a inyl,.
factor.

The psalm that suggested the title of this grgj.
cle was composed by David while he was sufler.
ing under some terrible malady. [t came upon
him shortly after his great transzression; ap
made him feel that it was a grievous and a bit-
ter thing to sin against God. fntimidateq by
the nature of the diseese under which he Wwas
suffering, his friends and acquaintances siog
afar off. The persons who were depending upey
his royal favour,—his Courtiers,— Cabinet mipjs.
ters,—and even the members of his l’arhily, Were
afraid to come near him. The people whe
counted it a privilege to stand in his presance
keep away,—the Halterers and sycophants whe
mace his virtues the theme of their adulp-
tion, declare that he is suffering under a divine
judgment—and the multitudes that were wopt
to bow the knee before bim, and say « 0 King,
live for ever 1> —these now wag their heads and
say ¢ We thought the son of Jesse would soon
be brought low ; we were sure his pride woull
have a fall ; and now he is like a broken ves-
sel ; and he will soon be as a dead man out of
mind.”?

The desertion of his Nicnds—the ingratitude of
his dependants—the dastardly and croel cenduct
of his kins‘olk—the solitude that reizned aronnd
him—the want of that sympathy and consolation
which he needed, aml had 4 right to expect;—
all these circuinstances made him fee! his loaeli.
ness—made him feel thal he was a tranger in the
dominions he governed—a sojournerin the palace
he occupicd ; and that, after all,; the God whose

low was consuming him, was his ouly fiiend,
kis only help in time of trouble. © Hearmy
prayer, O Lord, and give car unio my ery ; hold
not thy peace »t my tears: For [ ain ¢ stranger
with thee, and a solourner, as all .ny fathews
were,”? )

We are not surprisad to hear the patriarchs—
the plein men trat dwelt i tents aul kept theit
florks and herds; we are not surprised to hear
them confess that they were sirangers and pil-
grims on the earth ;—bnt to licar the conquerar of
Goliall, the deliveser of Israel, the hero of his
age, the ajax of the Jewish army, the Apollo of
Judah’s royz[ line,—to hear him say so, does
surprise us ; and mpre than that, it subdues and
chastens us ; and deep ns the conviction which
has often prompted us to say, ¢ This iv not onr
rest; we have here no abiding place; we are
poor wayfaring men ; yea, strangers and pilgrims
as all onr futhers were.” :

“ Strangers and pilgrims here below,
This earth we knuw is not our phace 5
Bat hasten through the vale of wee,
And restless to bichold thy face ;

Swift to our heavenly country move,
Our everlasting home above.”
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SCRIPTURE SYMBOLS.

Axcron.— It is said that an anehor was found on
digging the first fonndation of the city of Anti~
och ; and among the aymbols inscribed on the
tombs of the early christizng, the anchor was the
most conspicuo-s. Tiis, and a branch of palm,
an olive wreath, and alamp, with the words
¢ Alpha,and Omesa,” completed the Jecorations
of their narrow house. Saint Paul, describing
the Lope hy which a christian believer is soi-
mated, makes this ancient symhol a mode of i~
lustration. ¢ Which hope we have as an anchor
of the sonlbhoth sure and stedfast, and which en-.

tereth inte that withia the veit,”?



