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with desperation ; but the numbers of the French, and their
superior advantage in situation, prevented the Eaglish dis-
lodging them from their position, on Signal Hill. Neverthe-
less, the schemne was complete; the western-boat military,
under command of Colonel Ambherst, effected a march
through the forest and swamps from Torbay, without having
been observed, until they reached the rising and more clear
ground, about one mile from the French position. A rapid
stream flowed between the armies, and several skirmishes
were fought during the frequent attempts made by the
English to cross this stream, which was more than usually
over-flown. In one of these conflicts Major McKenzie was
severely wounded. The English now advanced upon Signal
Hill, the strong position of the French, and in a short time
drove the French from their guns. The French, however,
still occupied some strong forts in the centre of the town,
from which they were driven on the 17th of September, 1762,
and surrendered themselves prisoners of war. The French
fleet under the command of Admiral de Ternay, took no
part in the engagement ; having escaped under concealment
of a canopy of a thickly spreading fog, put to sca, and the
English fleet being driven off to sea in a heavy gale of wind,
were unable to pursue them. About twenty men belonging
to the English, besides Captain McDonald and Lieutenant
Schuyler, of the Royal Dragoons, were killed, and Captain
Baillie severely wounded. The French troops are said to
have been some of the finest men belonging to their army.
In those days Robert Carter, Esq., supported a garrison on
a small island called the (Isle aux ‘Bois) Isle of Boys,
situated near the entrance of the harbour of Ferryland, and
Charles Garland, Esq, a detachment of military on an
island, at the entrance of Carbonear. The services of these
individuals were highly appreciated by the Government.
Their descendants are numerous, and are among the most
respectable inhabitants of Newfoundland.



