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lie "frl antd indifferentiv ulectud hv
tihemll wo sl attei 1 ipoil th pro-
clamllation." ()tler writs diruetud tiat
the meerl' should h,e electei in full
county court, aInd that " all that he
there present, as well suitors lul suim-
iionied as ters, shouil proee d to the
eleetion fieel v and indifferently. There
is also on record, in the " Good Parlia-
ient " of i 37e, a large number of peti-
tions to the King, praving that the
Kntiglts of the Shire may be ehosen by
Con11u1on election " fromi the better folk
of the shire." But the King answered
in the recognized formula, that the
Kniglts shall be elected " Iv the coi-
111011 cst of the wlole county."
And when previouisly in 1372 a pro-
positioii was maie to prevent the elec-
tion of lawyurs, the King gave a simi-
lar antswer. Afterwards the Act 7
Henry IV., chap. 1.5 (1405), enacted
that proclamation should he made in
the fuil county court of the day of
election, and that all who should
be there present, sbould proceed to
the eleetioni freelv and inldifferentlv.
These aiithoritative records are but
ex p ositions of the rules and practice
whieh establslied the earlyi conînnon
law respeting the electoral franchise.

The ancient county court was a
general assembly of the people, as
well as an open court which had cer-
tain judicial powers, and was usually
attended byvi large and promiscuous
gatherings of thu people of all classes
-incluling persons of the lowest class,
but of free Condition of life.

And in the Saxon times, while legis-
lation was the prerogative of the Sov-
ereignt and his witan, yet the mode of
accepting the statutes and of carrying
then into effect dependeti upon the
consent anti unlertaking of the peo-
ple given in a general assembly, (tot a
populi gener'tlittte). And the popular
character of these assemblies was in a
great mneasure (lue to the connnon
practice of holding themi in the open
air, in an open and unenclosed place,
where any exclusion of persons who
migt, minter modern political rules,

he defranchised, woull haveue iil-

Nte in later tiues, when Parlia-
imultari or reIresentative government
becam' regularly ustablishted, and the

Court, or popular asseiltiy of
the inhabitants, was held ini a build-
mîîg appropriatel for that purpose,
werv thre any customary or statutory
rules under which prson's having no
property t qualification could bu exclud-
eti from voting. The only qualifica-
tion reco gnized and enforced, tirst by
the King's w rits of election, and later
in the statutes of 1405 and 1413, was
that "the choosers of Knights of the
Shire be also resideu ut within the samte
shirt s."

In those days, there w'as no legal
jurisdietion or proceeding for taking a
scrutiy of votes at a Parliaientary
electioi, and the usual and only prac-
ticable way of deterininig the result,
wvas by a show of hands, ortsome otier
rougli and ready process of ascertain-
ng the " nuimber of voices" foi' a par-

ticular candidate,
The historiec connnentaries on those

early days seemt to establish that the
lam of custom, or, more properly, the
coiiuon law, recognized the priiciple
of Manhood Franchise, and, as a neces-
sary sequence. the political doctrine of
"one man one vote."

In an historie work published in
16*62, the eariv right of voting vas
tius described: Evuery inhabitant
and commioner in every county liad
a voice in the election of Knights,
whether he w'ere a fi eholder or nol,
or had a freeliold of only one penny,
six pence, or twelve pence by the
year." And a writer on election law
savs :" 'he connon law placed all
elections in the hands of the people."
Further on lie adds: " The moment
the elective systei was adopted in

3 " Elections were originally made by voices or by hold.
ing up hands, or such other way wherein it was easy to
tell who had the majority, and yet very difficult to kn'w
the certaýn numbers of them ; and omyseif, in London, was
elected hy holding up of hands, but I could not tell how
many there were that held up their hands for ne."- Per
irooke, C.J., in Ploweden's Commentaries, p. 129.

4. Prynne's Brecia Parlian enfar*o, p. IS7.
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