
6a&i AbßfizacT of the Life of Count Caglicfire.
both of them perfos ir mncân extudion, and that he was born at Palerioon the Sth of June, 1743. Fis father happening to die during his infancy
his maternal uncles took hiin under their proteaion, endcavoured to inftru&
himnin the principles of religion, and give him an education fuitable ta
his years and their own fituations but from his earlieft infaricy he is faid to
have fhewn himfelf fo averfe to a virtuous courfe Of life, that ho would not
remain at the f*eminary of St. Roch at Palermo, wherc he had been placed
for his infruaion.

At thirteen years of age he was fent to a convent at Caflagironc, where
he atfumed the habit of a novice, and being placed under the tuition of the
apothecary, he learned from him the firt principles of chemiftry and medi-
cine. He did not continue long in this aiylum: during his fRay, however,
if we are to put implicit confidence in his right reverend biographers, he
exhibited fo many new fympt.ms of a vicious chara&er, that the religious
were often under the neccffity of chaftifing -him. -' It is recorded, among
other things, that being cmployed to read during meals, as is cuflomary in
all holy communities, he could never be prevailed upon to recite what ap-
peared in the book before hin but, on the contrary, he would repeat.what-
ever occured to his own imagination: nay, he has even confeifed, that in
reading the martyrology, he ufed to fubIRitute the names of the mof famous
courtezans of the tines, ineftad of thofe of the female faints!"

Having foon after abandoned his convent on account of the rigour of its
difcipline, and the fevere moi-tification he was expofed to, the friar-elen
Teturned to Palermo. There he was frequently feized and imprifoned on
account qf his condua, and at length was forced to fly from the place of
his nativity, on account of having du ped a goldinith of the nane of Mo-
rano, out of about fixty pieces of gold, by taking advantage of his avarice.
The exafperatedjeweller not only applied to a magiftrate for jufice, but
alfo threatened to revenge his vrongs by means of hisfiletto, and to avoid
thele impending calamities, Caglioaro thought proper to withdraw himfelf
froin his vengeance.

We hfiall not follow this celebrated adventurer through the feveral capi-
tals of Europe, nor recapitulate the various deceptions' by which he pro-
cured immenfe fums of money. His connexion with Cardinal de Rohan,
and with Madame de la Motte, in the memorable affair of the diamond-neck-
lace purchafed in the name of the Queen of France, his two journies to
Engahnd, and his tricking a quaker, during his refidence in London, out
of a fum of money by the agency of his wife, are all detailed at full length.
The fecrets too of his Egyptian mafonry, and his fuccefsful impofitions by
means of a pretended intercourfe. withr the rworld offpiiits, are related and
commented upon.

After committing a multitude of frauds- in various kin'doms, and efcap-
.ing from the hand of juftice in-almoft every capital of Europe CagliofLro
at length, by uncornmon fatality, was arreffed in his career, and condem-
ned to dea.th in the only metropolis, perhaps, in whiich he could not have
been conviâed. of a breach of the moral obligations that conne& man with.
fociety. , Having repaired to Rome in 1789, he endeavjoured to procurc
difciples, and even inftituted a iodge of Egyptian mafonry. The papal
government, jealous of its authority, and terrified, Ilefa this alTociation Ihould
plot againâ the fafety of the eccleafiaiiçal ftate, orderedl him tg be fcie.ed ou


