
I Coula not hoelp lgig;and, pulliùxg saveral old letters froni rny pocot
and eliowilg hiin the dàirecètions on the envelopes, I roplied:

ci Wfell, you înay luiow 1M, but the ce]la felloiw' has Changed ]lis apPear-
ance, porlbaps. You sc by the letters tliat 1 arn tho ' critter.'"

The brakeinan looked astonisliedl, but finally unid: ~e1 that is a fact, sure
enough. 1 know you whien 1 corne to look again, hut really I did not believe

you at firt. You see we have ail sorts of tricks playod on us, aind we learu to
doubt everybody. You are very -welcome to go ini, îïr. Barnum, ana i amn
tvlad ta sce you," and as this conversation %vas lieard throughout tho car,
kl3arnuni. the shiownian," n'as the subject of goneral observation and rernarkç"
Lif of P. T. B&u'imm.

OJIamLES ]hCKE'ON Bi ucÀrxox,,.-The London correspondent of tlieArner-
ican 1 &Literary Gazette" writes :-" I1 hope yon may read wnith. interest thuse
rernarks, madle the other night by 1Rr. COharles Dickens, to the niembers of the
Birmninghamn and Midland Institutes.-The subject of the addî'ess was educa-
tion, a d in the course of it ho said '1 would further comrnend to theni a veiy
'wise and witty piece of advice on the conduct of the understanding, n'hich, n'as

givcn more thaï, lalf a century ago by the Rev. Sydney Smith-wisest and wit-
tiest of the friends I have lost. Re says-and lie is speaking, vou wiil pleasç)
understand, as 1 speak, to a school of 'roltinteer students-hie sava, IlThere is,
a piece of foppery whicl, is ta be cautiously guarded against, the foppery of uni-
ver.iality, of knowving aU sciences, and exocelliv>g in ail arts-chenistry, mathe-
inatics, alordancing, histor sy, reasnig ri&ing, fencing, Low J)utch, High
Dutchi, adnatuiral philosophiy. lu short, thc nodernprecept of education very
ofien is : Takc tire admirable Orichtoîî for your model ; I -wouid have you
ignorant of nothing. INow, says lie, niy advice on the contrary is to .Jixro-the
courage te be ignorant of a great number of thinga, in order that you ffly avoid
the calamity o! being ignorant of everything. To tlîis 1 wouid superadd a làttie
trnth, which hoids ecjually good of nxy owzn life, and the life of every eminent
ian 1 have ever knowvn. The one serviceable, safe, certain, remunerative, at-
tainable quality ini every studY, and iii cvery pursuit, is the quality of attention.
:jy o-,n inivenjtion of imagination, such as it is, 1 can m-ost truthfuily assure
vou, w%ýould neyer have served me a,% it has but for the habit of comnnion-place,
humble, patient, daily toiling, d1rudging attention. Genus, viv-acity, qui kess
of penetration, brilliancy in association of ideas-sucli mental qualities, like tire
qualities of the apparition of the externally arnied head iii Macbetli, -wiil not bo
comnianded- but attention, after due terni of subinissive service, always wivil;
like certain plants whichi the poorest pe2msant may groiv in the poorest sal, it eau
be cuitivated by wny onme, and it i-4 certain in its cava good season to brin g forth.
flowvers and fruit "

~Ant oF Ax Limiu EDvUc.kToNý.-.As a, general rule, I think tlîat the aihu of
a liberal education oughit to be not -e fit miel for this or that special profession
exclusively, but 'ta suÎpply silc] acquirînents and to sharpeîî snich faculties as
shall be equally useful in any. It is not good, 1 arn sure, for anybody te be too
eari1y ana exclusively buried in bis own special pursuit. if froin circummotances-
it is necessary thîaï lie shouïd be so, let hini accept the necessity for that 4is any -

other privation, without complaining. utd otethm ssr or tl*4~ tha
it la in itself a good. lan', niedicine, architecture, engineering, practical à'it-
all these are pursuits o! theo highest usefuiness aud even necessity, but no iii.
can even dabble in theni all, nor lias the a-rchiteet any particular use for ian', psor
the la'wyer for architecture. Wlîat tlîey bath want what they botli have tiite
for, is =cc=rcy of thouglit, clearness of expression, and that ind, finable saine-
thing-e-.cluding pedantry on tira anc hand, and vuigar coarsèness an tIra other
--%vhch marks the in te ivhonm literature, bas been mnore than the amusement

of a casual hour.-Loird iStanley.


