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MEN, WOMEH, AND THINCS IN CENERAL

The Daiiy Teeral'h of St. john, N.B., bas done good service to the
cause of hurnanitv by describing an auctiorr of paupers for farming-out pur-
poses, in an adjoining county. l'hc description is enough to bring the
blush of shanie to the check of evcry Canadian, and thereforc one is flot
surprised at the rcmarks made by thc overseer of the poor, to whomn the
'av assigncd the unplcaisant task of knocking down the paupers to the low-

'tst bidders. IlGentlemecn," said Mr. White, Ildisposing of the poar in this
way is a bard and unpleasant duty for the overseers of the poor to perform*
It is a stigmua thit lias alrcady rcsted too long on the people of King;
county and tint slîould be remnoved as soon as possible, and I hopè this is
the last notice off tle kind thiat %vifl be postcd in Sussex. The more I

think of te p)recrit incîhod et niaintaining the poor thc worsc the systeni
appears, and if you gentlemien would waitk around with us among the pour
and sec how thuy ]ive, railler tha-n beconie a burden on the parish te be
disposed of at public miction, you woiild realii.e more fully the sense of
blhami eu, thi ibi ftcrnuun.* The fir.st of tic 1(. was awarded ta a nian
wvho offcred to kecp) hini a ycar for ninety dollars The next was left, for
want of bid%, %vitih ane %vho hi, becn kccping lier for sevcnty-two dollars a
%car. *i'he third was ; -Id fur si\tý four duliarband a haîf ini consequcrice
of bis bein- able tu do a little work. Hiis new master miust be a man of
high princi>le if lie rcsists tlîe teniptition te mnake as mucb as possible out
,il bis work, and spend as uie as possible on his food and clothes. A
fcw years ago a horrible murder ivas the result of tbis wrctcbed systemi in
,Nova Scotia. .% wcak-miinded young woman %vas asbigned tu the care of
a farnier Nyho, after seducing lier, tok lier many rnilcs aw-ly to a lonely part
of thc country, niurdercd hier, and tried te conceal bis cri-,îe by burning
bier body. 1'he attempt mii'-ht have been succcssfül but. for the accidentaI
preseîîcc ii the neighborbood Vf two young nmen, who noticed the smoke
and extinguished the fire before tbe recmains were rcndered unrecognizable.
Every ri.ght-tliir.k.ing peso will c-echo Mr. Wliîcs wish that thc system
or faiini, out paupers inay soon be brought to an end.

A Providence worstcd manufacturer lias attempted, to salve the appren-
ticeship problein b>' a inethod îvhich bids fair ta bc successful. The law
cf Rhode Island does flot recognize an agreement of the kind still common

in England, under which the apprentice is bound to bis master for a terni
of ycars witb no.possibility of relief. Mr. Fletcber's plin is te engage a

boy for tbrc years. For thc first bis salary is tbree dollars a week, and if

he shows hiniself worthy o! it he gets a bonus of $So at the end of the yeat,

tbough there is na obligation on the employer to give it to him. Ille second

year bis salary is five dollars a week, and he many earn a bonus of $5o as

before. The salary for the third yeur is six dollars, with the sanie bonus.

!f he bas miade good use of bis time bie is usually fit te begiin regular worc

If net, or if bie is found deficient in capacity to master bis trade, he is

eier allowed to remain for some trne longer as an appyentive or ÎS drop-

ped altogether. Mr. Fletcher's plan migbt be worth a fair trial in Canada.

Amongst thc unknown quantities is the effect whicb the Panamia Canal

will haý.e in diverting commerce freni accustomed routes. The wbeat ex-

ported from thé Paciflc slepe cf the United States bias heretofore gone to

Europe round Cape Humr. In 1883 the number of vessels in this carrying

trade wa-s 440. One can oniy speculate as to the effect of the great short-

ening of the voyage, wbicb is at present about 16.uoo miles, occupying

four months in the -case of sailing vessels. If California and Oregon can

sell wbeat at a profit inEurope now, their future as wheat.growing coun-

tries shouid be assured, in spite cf the talk about India and tbe fertile b cits

east of the Rockies.

Heating and ventilation of d1welling bouses are just now occupying a

great deai more cf the public attention than the>' usuall>' do-perhaps on

account cf the efforts of the Provincial Bloard ef Health tu inform the

public mind on matters pcrtaining to the public heaith. If luel were ncit

sa costly in the city the open fire place wculd be found thc best means of

heating a roomn because it acts as a ventilator as well as a source of heat.

The foui air wbicb accumnulates as tbe resuît of breatbing is drawn up the

flue and its place is taken by pure air whicb fincis an entrance througb

smali openings about windows and doors, or tbrough ventilation pipes made

for the purpose. If a steve must be used for the salie of cheapness by al%

means use a self-feeding base.burner ef tbe nîast approved and modern

foriii, and carefully regulate thc various checks with which it is supplied.

The gas from bard cealiîs féarfully poisoncus, and te sleep in an atnîos

phere perxneated by il is a sure source of deatbly sickness if not death it.

self. The best metbod of checking a taa rapidl>' bumning lire cf coai is to

have a large bale cut in one ef the pipes a short distance above the steve,

and an outside pipe made just large cnaugb te turn.round the perfarated

ane se that the hale may be either covered or left open ait pleasure. The

flercest lire may be casil>' damped by oening the pipe and allowing the

air te rush in, thus checking the current wbich ordinaril>' cames up througb

tbe lire chamber, ks 'd lessening combustion. The hele in the vipze serves

at the same tuef as an admirable ventilator for thc reeni.

The experience of the London <Eng.) Schooi Board tbrows sanie ligbt

on the value at once cf religious instruction in schools and cf the ordinar>'

written exanîinatioiis as a test cf acquired knowledg.:. The follewing are

specimens cf the answers given -e questions on Scriptural subjects by
competitors for ýrizes:

Abrahamn was the father of Lot, anid adi tew wives. One wua calleti Hishmnalo :nd
tothcr HaWgr, hoe kcpt wuna il homte, an<i ho turneti tetiller into the dosert whero sile
becaino a pillow cf sait ini the day tUne andi a pillow of lire by niglit.

Joseph ware a koat of many garns. Re wcre chie! butier to, Faro andi told is
dreanis. Ho married i otiffers dortor, anti ho led the Oyphans ont of band4ge
tu> Kans, in Gale, andi there fell on hie sword ani dieti in the 4ight of the promised
landl.

M,%osc wos an Egypebtion. Ho liveti in a hark made of bulrushes, and hoe kcpt a
golden cal!, andti wrshtipt brazcn anakes, andi ho het nothing but kwales anti manîter
for forty ycar. He woa kort by the air a! hie cd whilc .ritiing: indter the bow of a
troc, and lie wos killod by his son .Absolom as lie wus hangin froni Uie bcw. Hie end
was poas.

It is netural te suppose that the pupils cf Church Schoels will be feund

equaiiy confuscd o', Scriptural subjects. One .of thenî, when asked orally

by the diocesr àialectar ta mention the occasion on which, according ta
the Scripture, an animal speke, answercd: Il'The whitle when it swailowed


