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AN HONOURABLLE WOMAN.

BY REV. DAVID MITCHELYL, TORONTO,

In iast week's fssue of this journsl, we
yead an Interesting ocontribution upon the
oharaoter and works of the lnte Mrs. Doro.
mus of Now York. Having frequontly met
s esteomed lady, and being well ao-
quainted with hor untiving Iabors, it was
with the plessure of thorongh appreciation
that we perused the article in question.
Mrs, Doremus was in every respect 's ro-
mn. sable woman. No matter what meet-
ing one might aitend, whether in the
Bowery, the Five Points, or Association
Hall, there wo were sure to catch a glimpse
of the venerable form. It was the privl-
lego of the writer to eomtaence his minis-
terial work in New York as acsistant to her
pastor, the Rev. Dr, Rogers, of Fifth
Avonue Reformed Church. The firat per-
son to atiraot attention on entering the
pulpit wan Mrs. Doremus. She was all
aglow with interest from the first moment
to the lnst of she service, Her pioroing
sye, sud sharp business like-raanner, be.
tokened & worman who was not only be.
nevolent, but practical and contmon-sense
in her benevolence. We never met her, on
the atreet, in the Churoh, or at any meet.
ing, without being encoursged by a kindly
smile, or a warm pressure of the hand,
The excellent contributor of the article re.
ferred to, presents Mra. Doremus as the
philanthropist on & large soale, the soul of
Foreign Missions, the aotive minister of
avery benmevolent scheme, the industrious
manager of & large and hospitable house-
bold. It was our privilege to know her in
har humbler spheres of usefulness, in the
influence she exerted in the Churoh, in the
interest she took in the missionary work
which was specially under our charge, in
her kindly visits to thoe poor and sick and
dying. The wonder is expressed that Mrs,
Doremus could do so much work for for-
sign missions and benevolence, requiring
the highest statesman-like ability, But
surely we may be atill more astonished at
& woman, at the beat of feeble strengih, and
regarded for many years past as one in the
sere and yeliow leaf, filling up what she
oalled her leisure moments with work eon-
oorning whish she acted upon the prineiple
of “not letling the lefs hand know what
the right hand deeth.”” ‘Whenahe slept, or
rested, is & mystery of herlife, She seem-
od to be ubiquitous. And yet we know
she gave ample time toreading, meditation,
and prayer ; while all who knew her can
$oatify that she was & model mother and
housekeeper. We know not any one who
united in her persox with such beautiful
blending of eolours the flourishing of the
almond tree with the fire of youth, To the
Inat her spirlt was indomnitable. Like
Moses, when she died it may be said of her,
that ‘ her aye was not dim, nor her natural
foroe abated.”

The life of Mre, Doremus was a conse-
erated one. Its whole seoret was told by
ber in one word, when some one said to
her as he saw her amongst the crushing
throng that wassirugglingto gain entrance
$0 one of the meotinge &t the Hippodrome,
“What, Mrs. Doremus, you alone here.”
Her reply was, I am never alone,” ILike
the Master she loved, she was ‘‘alone and
yoi not alone, for the Father was with her.”
This was the mystery of her crowded life.
The one question was, ** What can I do for
Jesus ?" It was her glorying in the cross
{bat made her heart yearn for the conver-
sion of the heathor, ard sent her out {o the
streets and lance on errands of meroy.
Beoauso she loved Jesus, ehe willingly bore
the burden of all mannor of missions, but
beeause of this also, she was ever ready io
listen to the ery for help, whether coming
from a fallen aister, the homeless orphan,
or from the sick-chamber of the poor.
What a testimony to her worth, a physician
gives, who says that on one ocoasion he
stepped into » street car at two n'olock in
the morning, and there was Mrs. Doremus
returning from one of her many midnight
srrands o the poor and suffering.

What an example! In presencs of it,
we look with a feeling of shame upon our
own life-work. But here is a lesson speci-
ally addresssd to ladies, rieh, eduneated, in-
finential ; not to waste their lives in plea-
sare and gaiaty, but to devote thomselves
beart and soul o the work of the Maater.
We know thero are many Iadies like the
sdbject of this skefoh in Toronto, who are
doing $heir best in. the imterests of the poor
nd Allen. But oh 14l all were actuated
by'ﬁn same spirit, viee and intemperande
Would seon hide their heads, theiz sons and
danghiers wowld ba given o Christ, and
theiz neblest sffords wonld bo turned {o the
advansemont of the Obristing ennse.
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the production ot Prof, Bmith, and a1e sim
ply the mdependont judgmont of & plain
country mitister on whe views of tho author,

Joot, bus we do claim soma Ltile acquant
anco with Bxegetioal Theology.
subject of Biblioal Criticism bes ever had
peouliar fascinations for us, and has been
studied from absolate necessity, be-
oausge the atiaoke which soeplicism has
made on the foundations of our porsonal
faith have had origin in the denial of the
purity of the saored text of Seriptare. It
ig in theso insidious assnults of Professor
Smith on the sorrestness of the texi itaelf,
that the ohief danger of his views conslats.
For ho thus undermines the very founda-
tions of the faith itself.

4, Wo therefore, feel constzained to utter
n warning agalnst his fourth error, by
which he impugns the very foundations
on which the sacrod text is based.

As one who has come through the fire,
and who has had to face the question as a
matter of life or death to his soul, we be-
lleve that there are $wo prineiples
on which the integrity of the original text
of Beripture rests. One of these is the gen.
eral correctness andpurity of the Massor-
etic texbof the Old Testament, and tho other
is tho apoetolis origin of the New Testa.
mont Scriptures. Or the question may be
stated thus: Neither the Jews, to whom
the O1d Testament oraoles were entrusted
by God, nor the Obristians to whom the
New Testament writings were oommitted,
have proved faithless to their charge.

The learned Aberdeen theologian aseails
aud seeks to subvert both these principles
by the following statements.

“For along time, the written text of
the Bible was consonantal only.” * But
even the oonsonantal toxt was not absolate-
ly fixed. The loose state of the Iaws of
spelling, and the great similarity of several
letters made errors of copying frequent.

¢ The Greek text of Jeremiah is vastly
diffsrent from that of the Hebrew Bible,
gnid ¥4 is not certain that tho latter is al.
ways best.”

4 In the Books of Samuel, the Greek en.
ables us to correct many blunders of the
Hebrew teat.”

«Up to this time,” (the Christian era)
there was no abeolutely received text.

 But soon after,” ** a single recension be-
osme sapreme, The change was, no doubt,
connected with the rise of an overdrawn
and fantastio system of interpretation,
which found lessons in the smallest pe-
culiarity of the text ; bui Lagarde has made
1t probable that no ecritioal process was
used to fix the standard recension.”

#T4 is from the Massoretio text, with
Massorelio punotuation, that the English
version, and most Protestant translations
are derived.”

Auother reason for the unreliability of
the Hebrew text, ho deduces from the var-
intions in chronology, between the Samari-
tan, Greek, and Hebrew Pentateuch.

Bat no mention is made of the ocollation
of handreds of old MS8S., the comparison
of versions, the several pathways of proof
whioh instinotively converge towards the
intogrity ofthe Hebrew text, or the con-
firmatory testimonies toits trathful ohar.
aoter, whioh modern discoveries have made
known.

By his one-sided and destruetive mode
of reasoning, the youthful professor labors
hard to oconvey the impression to his
readoxs, that our venerable Hebrow texi

state, and that its purity and integrity
are very problematical, from * all existing

type, which was followed even in its
marks of deletion and other saccidental
pecaliarities.”

The New Testament does uot atford the
loarned theologian the ssme facilities for
impuguing tho ssored text, as the labors
of a Tisohendorf, Trogelles and Westoott
have vindicated, and born ample testimony
to ita comparative purity.

Alongeide of a correct Greek text has
always been placed as essential to its di-
vine anthority, its apostolic origin.

It has been held by the churoh in all
figes asa necessary conjunct prinoiple to
inspiration, that the New Tesiament was
written either by apustolic men, or under
their @irsct or indircot superintendeuce.
By doing away with this principle, the di.
vine authority of the New Testament is
soviausly impugued. It is in this direokion
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rolation of theso writings, especialiy of
the Gospels, to apostolic tonching aud tra-
dition."”

This non-apostolio theory is apphed to
seversl of the Now Testament books,

«In the epistle to the Hobrews, wkose
author, 8 man closely akin to Paul, is not
a direot disciple of Jesus (Heb. xxiii.) the
theologieat reflection natural to the seoond
goneration, which no longer stood so im-
medintely under the overpowering in-
fluenocs of the manifestation of Christ, 18
plainly affeoted in soma points by Alexan-
drjan views."

And this undermining proesss is in a
oursory manner applied to the New Testa-
ment oanon, in the brief reference made
to it. What a rioh pasture field for doubi.
ors there ig in the following passage: ** The
apostolic wrilings ocontinued to be very
partially diffased, and readers used such
books as they had access to,often failing
to distinguish between books of genmine
value and worthless forgeries, For most
readers were vory unoritioal, and there was
an enormous floating mass of spurious and
apooalyptis literaturs, inoluding recensions
of the Gospel, altered by heretical parties
to suit their own viewa.”

The opinions of the able Professor are
neither novel nor original, and oan be
readily tracedto German sources, or rather
to one German author. FPromulgated by
the German writer, they exocite no sur.
prise, from thelr being the natural pro-
dnot of the irreverent and sem:i.infidel,
segni:Ohirissian orisioismn of the theological
sehools, of that land. But they do startle
the Ohristian student, when they are pro-
mulgated by the pen of one who oocupies
» ohair of theology, in a cily ever remark.
able for its striot and oconservative theolo-
gloal epirit, and in ocomuection with a
ohureh, noted since its existense in 1848,
for its soundness aud orthodoxy, in oon-
tending * for the faith omce delivered to
the saints.”

* What shall I do in order to besome
famous ?” said an ambitious youth to an
anoient sophist. * Kill » man who is fa-
mou. already, snd then your uame will be
always mentioned along with his,” was
the sophist's reply.

And it oannot but bemanifest, that the
youthfal Free Ohurch Professor, n his un.
happy attiole on tho Bible, has, it may be
unintentionally, suggested views azd
doubts, that tend to destroy tho saored
volume as the pure and perfeot revelation
of Christlan faith and hope, and has thus
been suddenly raised to a high pinnasle
of fame and notoriety. There is danger,
however, of its being the sudden shooting
up_of the eccentric rocket, and of his be.
coming a preguant example of a man,
¢ hoist' by his vwn petaxd.” To any who
muy give way to doubts and even unbelief,
under the unwise aud illconsidered opin-
jons aund unfounded,statements ot Professer
Smith, would we say, * Hold fast to the
two foundation prinociples that underlie the
sacred Soriptures, viz., the substantial
correctness and purity of the Massoretic
text, sud the apostolic origin of the New
Tostament, and injthis connection, it will
bo profitable to pomder the paradox of !
Bongel, tho illustuious commentator, that
« gonversion oasily leads to hetoredoxy.’
That eminmont man, having been himself
under such deep ircuble for years, from
doubts regarding the text of the New Testa-
mont, that he carefully prepared a text for
bis own use, his words, as bearing on the
present.oontroversy, are worthy of careful
consideration. **If the sacred volume,
considezing the failibility of its many trau.
goribors, had been preserved from every
scoming defect, this preservation wonld
have ggen so groat & miracie, that faith}in
the writion word could be no longer faith,
I only wonder that there are not more of
theso readings than there ave, and that
none in the least affect the foundation of
our faith.”

An examination of Prof. Bmith's arliels
on Oantioles in the ffth volume of the En-
oyclopedis Britannios, snd the bearing of
his views on the confession, on the canon
and kindred topies, will form the next and

 tive, and held steadily on tho even tenor

olosiug series of these papers.

tho important studies that were to fit him
for the ministerinl office. By patient and
percovering toil he laid the foundations of
an acourate soholarship, which in after
yesrs, gavo solidity and substance to his
pulpit teaching, and Impressed thoss with
whom he oame in contaot, with a salutary
respeot for his knowledge and hia judgment,
Hec conld read his Bible freely in both the
original lauguages, and in consequenoe, it
need hardly be said, he never gave wrong
quantiticato Soripture names, and though
he sometimes spoke Fungllsh words with a
Soottish accent, he never indulged in slip-
shod grammar. Ho bad a strong relish for
olassical and other litérature, though he
counted them but loss in comparison with
the * riohes of the gospel of Christ,” Even
when not brought up a gentleman, from his
childbood, he had oarefully onléivated
geutlomsanly habits and manners, bolievicg
them inolnded in the ¢ whatsoever things
aro pure and lovely and of good report.”
Consequently, it need scarcely be said that
the “free and easy styls” was not con-
genial to him, either in dress or manners ;
that his olerical costume was always irre.
proachable ; while his people respected him
all the mors beoause he ** knew his place "
and did not ¢ make himself oheap.” No
one was afraid to corae to him in a trouble,
bat no one would have ventured on an im-
pertinence or a familiarity.

After being lioensed, he usually had to
aot for a year or two and even longer,
as a presching ** probationer” or us regulax
sesistant to an older minister, and thus
gained-a stock of sermons and experience
before he entered upon a settled eharge.
And when he did this, it was with a deep
sense of responsibility, and the foeling that
his oharge was a sacred {rust. This being
80, it was rarely, and only in response fo &
olear oall of duty, that he would leave one
charge for another. In the great majority
of oages, the tie betwesn minister and
poople wes like the tis between him and
his wite. for life. And the reverential af-
footion with which they learned {o regard
him was indeed & crown for old age. Inall
ocongregational matters, he was an absolnte,
though a constitutional monarch. He was
never diotatorial, because his opinion was
always desired, and his judement so re-
spooted that it was almost invariably fol-
lowed. Congregational divisions and eon-
tentions wers unknown under his unob-
rusive guidanee, against which no one
thought of rebelling. His dignity and
simplioity of character made themselves
felt both in the pulpit and qut of it. He
bad a olear and comprohensive grasp of
gospel truth, and trusted more to the influ-
ence of steady and faithful Zeaching than
to oocoaslonal seasons of excitement and
gonsational appeals. And he faught both
publicly and privately. He was his own
Sabbath.school superintendent, and eared
to employ none but Ohristian teachers,
who would teach, quietly steadily and faith-
fally. He did not oncourage **socials™ or
“{on-meetings " as they were called In his
day; nor * entertainmonts,” believing that
they onltivated & love of exsitement whioh
did moro harm than good. Yet his Sab-
bath-gshool was at loast as well attended
and his congregation as truly interestsd in
eaoh other ag those of the prosent day which
have both. Hs was, usually, very conserva-

of hia way, fearing no man’e frown, paun-
dering to no man's woeakness, and, not-
withstanding, winning an amount of
influonos and respect, seldem if ever
accorded to tho man who lays himself out
to be *popular.” In Churoh.courts his
opinion always oarried weighty partly be-
oauso it was never hastily given, partly be
oause it was givon in few words. In debate,
when he did not take part in it, he was
alwavs oourteous, brotherly and kind, toler-
ant of the different opinions of others,
while, in genoral, adhering firmly fo his
own.

At home the * old-fashioned minister”
was mindful of the apostolic injunotion to
rnle well his own house ;" and in this, as in
his parish labours, he was ably assisted by
his wife, who was often the daughler—m
he was often the son—of a Beotiish manse,
and earried to her own home, whether in

holdtery, or rioh dreas, and if there was
* plaia Living 7 thore wae - high thinking,”
aod refined taste, and * the minister's”
ohildren wor: ..stures of health sush as are
nct 8o hikely to be found where hot eakes
and pies, riol pastry and confectionary do
most abound. Solf demial without asoeta-
oism, and & noble independsnie of mere
sensual gratifications were among the good
lessons oarly learned at ‘‘the muanse,’»
Pity that {hey were not moio generally
taoght in our Oanadian homes now! If
would savo some ead shipwrooks in after
lifel But the * old-fashioned ministor was
“given to hopitality” also; mnot to the
costly and ostentations * entertaining”
whish so often passes for it, but to the true
kindly hospitality whioh meets thestranger
with the welcome he neede, and receives
him cordially Into the family life. It was
truly wonderful indeed, how much the
“manse” could do in this way, when oc-
onsion requived, and more espeoially, when
1t was a brother minister, or several brothor
mipisters who needed to bs enteriained.
And few companies could be more full of
innocent and joyous geniality then sure
rounded the manse table on suok ocea-
sions.

After all that has been eaid, it is hardly
noocessary to say that the * old-fashioned
minister’s" piety was deep and true, though
perhaps more quiet and less demonstrative
than that of the present day, KHis earnest
and solemn pulpit exhortations eame from
a heart full of & sense of the ovil of sin and
of grateful love tc the Saviour from sin.
Faithful in all duty, just and true and
kind in all his relations, * an Israelite in-
deed in whom was no guile,” in life and in
death, the life whioh he lived in the flesh
he lived, as he would have frecly oonfes-
sed, * by the grace of the Son of God who
loved him and gave Himself for him."”

The ¢ old-fashioned minister"” is fast
passing away. It wonld be well that his
portrait should be painted before he ig for-
gotten,

#The old oxder fsileth ; giving placetonew,
And God fulfls Himself in many ways.”

But it will be well if tho ministry of the
futare do not, in the more important iraits
that have been enumerated, fall below the
standard of the ¢ old-fashioned " ministry.

Sesr—

Religious Awakening.
MACINTOSE CONGREGATION.

Editor BRITISE AMERIOAN PRESBYTERIAN.

A great work of graoce in this ocongrega-
tion %roke out under the missionary ser-
vices of Mr. Robert MoIntyre, employed
for mission work by the * Presbytery of
Saugeen.” The Rev, J. M. MolIntyre of
Harriston, on invitation co.operated in the
work, and on the svening of 5th Fobruary,
twenty-five stood up in a orowded house
signifying by thie, their deep anxiety about
their souls’ salvation. Now between 200
and 800 remnain to the enquiry meeting. The
want of sufficiont workers to direct tize anx-
jons and troubled to Ohrist, is very muoh felt.
But the number of such i3 on the increase,

Many of God's pecple aro themselves
revived, and others who were only Christ.
ians in name, are 80 now in power. The
most delightfal work is that of winning
gouls to Christ. Dear people of God, pray
for the laborers in this work! pray thaé
Christ may be lifted up so that many many
more may bs born again!

To encourage those who work for Christ
in Hia vineyard, it may be added that this

| work of grace is traced very largely to the

Inbour of a few who wrought and pleadea,
and waited for the blessing, and now ths
pleasure of the Lord is prospering in_their
midst. J. M, I,

RupoLr MzYER, editor of a sodialiat nows-
paper, hus been sentenced o nine months'
imprisonment for publishing » libel on
Prince Bismarck, charging him with etook-
jobbing.

Tre Berlin Reicksancoiger stales that
Germany's dotermination not to partisipste
in the Paris Exhibition is irrevoonble, The
state of affairg which had led the govern-
ment to decline to take part therein is
such as to preclude all possibillly of recon-
sideration.

A pispalcr from Calentta reports that &
powder explosion has oscarred at Ad-
emabad, by which fifly persons wers kill-

¢d and 1,000 wouded. A terrible explosion
has taken place in ome of the soal at
Greissessae, in tue depariment of

Franoce. Filty-fivye miners are kmown o
bave perished.




