»

BOOKS AND NOTIONS. 3

I'he St. John, N.B., letter, which 1s given inanother column, asks

B@@Ks ﬂND HOTIOHS advice as to starting a local association.  The plan is simple.  Let
Mr. Watson go to some other square dealer and ask his assistance.
Then the two should visit each bookseller and news dealer in the
BOOK, NEWS AND STATIONERY ASSOCIATIONS OF CANADA.  city and suburbs, ask them to meet m sume convenient place to talk
over matters,  Appoint a chairman and a seeretary.  Discuss troable-
sume questions i a friendly spirit. - As far as possible agree on a
OFFICL, NO. 6 WELLINGTON STREFL WEST, TORONTO, ONI. uniform scale of prices, and then tny houestly to live up to them,  1f
trouble arises, and i complaints are made, let the chairman and

seeretary go quictly to the party complained of, and tatk over the
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Vor. V. TORONTO, OCTOBER, 1839 No. 58, matter in a conciliatory spirit, and even f the man has been sinniog
T - o he will almost certainly yield to kind words.
RATES OF ADVERTISING. .
T MONTH 12 MONTHS.
:g.‘.‘.{:"m A lei(;-‘ o ’ff;: ol When the association is formed let it be the duty of the secretary
" v 600 to to send i report to BOOKs AND NOTIONS, and to keep us constantly
. ) . ) 8. o B posted on trade events in his locality.  This is helpful, not only to
All commumeations inteaded for publication asust be sent an not Jater than the home Associmiun, but likewise to the vast b()(l\‘ of traders who
he aand of the month Address, BOOKS AND NOTIONS, To are always looking to BoOKs AND Norions for comfort and advice.

ronto,

S e = — . » »

The failure of the Belford, Clarke Publishing House, of Chicago,
attracts the attention of the Canadian trade, not s0 much on account
ORONTO bookscellers are nothaving a mon- of the large amount involved, as because all the members of the firm
apuly of the cut-rate nusance. My articke  are Canadians and formerly carried on a publishing business in
i the September number of BOOKs AN Tyronte under the ttle of The Belford Publishing Company.
NoTioNs has brought in letters from  “I'hey did a large book publishing business here, as well as carrying
Guelph, Hamilton, Ottawa, Peterborough  on & monthly magazine and a subscription book department under
and St. John, N_B., pretty nearly all to the  the management of Mr. Clarke.  Many of the books now published
same effect- somebody in the trade trying by the Rose Publishing Company are printed from plites made for

to cateh a litde more of it than belongs to him,  the Belfords. .
. - . *
and not having the wit to secure it in any other »
way, cutting prices on special lines, making ene- Bradstreet’s reports say that the business was started in Chicago

mies of the other members of the trade, starting by Belford, Clarke & Co., in March, 1879,  Thaey became involved in
them on the same eyl course, with the prospectof  January, 1880, and scttled at forty cents on the doltar.  In May fol.
the whole lot winding up with the same amountof  lowing they mcorporated the business into a stock company, with a
) business with which they started, but profits all  capital of $10,000. In 1881 the company became involved by the
BN cut away. failure of John Lovell, of New York, but eventually came out all
U right, and the capital stock was mcreased to $30,000 in February,
What wise work for busmess men tobe engaged 1882, The business was gradually extended by establishing twenty-
! Does the man who starts the reduced rates  five agencies in several large cities, the New York branch being opened
<uppose that he will have that course all to himself?  Why, it is  in August, 1883.  Extending the business required a large amount of
more catching than measles.  He has not got fairly started before  capital, and, as a consequence, the company borrowed largely. In
hi> opponent knuws all about 1t and goes hum onebetter, My corre. March, 1884, (l:c capital stock was increased to $250,000, of which,
spondents ask me for a remedy . one uof themn wants a blacklist st 35 declared, $200,000 has since been paid up.  The company con-
sarted 1 BUORS AND NULIUNS, @ st of alt dealers whocuton rates,  tinued doing a large business until the fire in May, 1886, which de-
and he wants it kept standing, so that jobbers and publishers may  stroyed the building which it occupicd, with the contemts.  Since
refuse to sell them any goods , another proposes that when these  thenthe compiny has contracted its business matenally, and reduced
wen fail or ask for a compromise thev shall in no case be allowed to its branches to two, on¢ in New York, the ather in San Francisco.
tart again in business to help to ruin the respectable members of .

» »
the trade. .
* w

My advice is—local associations of booksellers and friendly inter-
course with your competitors.  Be ready to yield a point for the sake
of uniformity. Take the word of an old hand who has been through
the mill himself --nine out of ten reports of cutting rates will be
tound to be misrepresentations, principally by customers hoping by
such means to make you lower your own prices.

On September 23, judgment was entered against the house in
Chicago for $20,885, and another for $13,000. Attachments were
issuced, but shortly after the place was seized by the sheriff and a
recciver was appointed. Thomas C. Hammond, a member of the
firm of Walker, Oakley & Co., leather merchants, 1s the recciver.
His bond is for $100,000. Prior to the appointment of the receiver,
Donahue & Hennebery, who are amony the largest creditors, filed a
PR \ bill in which it is stated that the firm's capital was $500,000, of which

Two complamts come from Peterborough, one that a dealer is \only $700,000 had been paid in.  The nominal assets, according to
selling Toronto dailies by the month at yearly rates : theother, about  this bill, amount to less than $200,000, while the indebtedness will
cuttng on school books. The newspiaper complaint was casily set-  exceed $400,000.  Deputy Sheviff Anderson took possession of the
tled by a reference to the publishers, who immediately natified the  New York store of Belford, Clarke & Co., No. 22, East Eighteenth
offender that prices must be maimntaned or supplies would bestopped.  Street, on an attachment for $25,000. The attachment was granted
The school book trouble could not be ended in this summary and  on the ground that Belford, Clarke & Co. are a foreign corparation,
satisfactory manner, because the Government has taken such good  the headquarters being in Chicago. The branch in Brooklyn was
care 10 protect underselling. also scized by the sheriff.



