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Cancer is not a constitutional, or “blood” disease.

Cancer is not contagious.

Cancer is, practically speaking, not hereditary.

Every lump in the breast should be examined by a competent
doctor.

P_orsist(‘nt abnormal discharge or bleeding is suspicious.

Sores, cracks, lacerations, lumps, and ulcers which do not heal, and
warts, moles, or birthmarks which change in size, color, or appearance,
may turn into cancer unless treated and cured.

Probably 60 per cent. of cancers of the rectum are first regarded as
piles. Insist on a thorough medical examination.

Continued irritation in some form is the usual cause of cancer. It
rarvely results from a sudden injury.

A doctor who treats a suspicious symptom without making a thor-
ough examination does not know his business.

Cancer, probably the most dreaded of all diseases, is on the increase
in America and throughout the world in spite of the faet that it is
curable if treated early, says the United States Public Health Service.
In its death toll in the United States cancer already ranks among
tuberculosis, pneumonia, heart disease and diseases of the kidney, and it
is much more feared than any of these. This is becaunse of the ignorance
of the public, the difficulty of detecting a cancer in its early stages and
the fact that when it has reached the recognizable stage it has gone be-
yond the curable stage.

The medical world to-day believes that work for the control of
cancer should be largely similar to that so successfully carried on in
tuberculosis ; that is, it should consist mainly in widespread education
of the general public to recognize cancer in its precancerous state, it
should train the people at the first alarm to seek the advice of a com-
petent physician, and it should keep the public freely advised of the
latest scientific knowledge concerning cancer, its causes, prevention and

cure.

The first and most important requirement in such a campaign of
education is that the public change its viewpoint. The United States
Census Bureau for 1917 gave a total of 61,452 deaths from cancer as
compared with 112,821 from pneumonia, 1%0,285 ?rom tuberc.ulogs,
115,337 from heart disease and 80,912 from kidney dxsease.s. So it will
pe readily seen that cancer already ranks among the leading causes of

death in this country.




