1

‘THE DOMINION. MEDICAT: JOURNAL

pczformed this opsratior often, has made the same
mistake.

.ene, becanse the s>und can be easily passed slong
-the cervical canal " And again, how often have
‘we heard it said—how often have I said it myself—
*$¢ An operation is necessary in this case, because
the caunal of the cervix is too small to permit the
easy entrance of the semen !
- Now, these important questions cannot be deter-
soied with any degree of accuracy in this hap-
_hazad maunner. For it is not always vecessary to
in:ise the cervix uteri, simply btecause it dues not
eastly admit the passage of an ordinary sound ; nur,
on the uthsr hand, are we justified in condemning
-an operation, s.mpiy because the sound can be
pras3-d ewsilv. In other words, a very small os
d>r.s nn always call for operation, nor does a larger
‘one alwavs forbid it. Vo you not think, then,
+h 1 a great service would be rendered, if we could
raduce this question of vperation or ne operation,
_from the broad domain of speculative opinion to
the narrow path of abslute scientific certaiuty?
‘There is nothing easier, for the microscope accom-
“p i:res this in the most perfect manper ima_inuble.
Jt sebtles the question of operation, or no opera-
tion, in an insta .t, leaving nothing whatever to ve
_guessed at, and nothing to be desired.

Is it surpricing that positive knowledge of this
sort should meet with opposition among honest,
-earnest cultivators of medicine ! Not at all. For
it-is ever a0 with any great trath. It must first be
-opposed, then ridicuied, aftera while accepted, and
‘then comes the time to prove that it is not new,
and that the credit of it belungs to some oue else.
"The trath here annonnced has had its day of oppo-
" gition, and it must now soon take its stand as es-
.fablished and acknowledged.

" - Un the subject of the microscopic examination of
“the utero-vaginal secretions, [ have been misrepre-
,sénted, malgned, and positively abused by a few
-both abroad and at home ; and I have been misun-
derstood by many who have not taken the tronble
“twread, to investigate, to think, and to reason for
‘themselves. And, Mr. President, under these cir-
-cmustances, I cannot thauk you too mmuch for the
Jhigh privilege of appearing lere to explain and to
.defend my pasition by lay.ng the facts in the case
Jbefore this learned Society, this great gathering of
“my countrymen, whose decision, 1 am sure, wiil be
in-accordance with irath and justice.

;- We may all differ honestly about abstractions,
and: theories, and mere opinious; but, when it
<oraes to facts and figures, there cannot fong ie a
- great differsnce among men of goud common sense,
with honesty of purpose in pursuit of truth. I
have never yet been atraid of truth, however much
it may conflict with prejudices, find it where 1 may ;
“Berdv I everexpectio see the day that T we uld fear
;B¢ puhlish my convictions on any matter of profes-
-gional importance, be the character of the oppusition
whist-it may ; and, particularly, when I feel that
.these convictions are based upon facts ¢ at are im-
“mutable, and that lead to results of the gravest
-importance to the honor of medi.ine and to the
.zdvancément of knowledge. Whatever gives to
amy -department of medicine greater exactitude,
“helpato raise it to the dignity of a science. And
:4his’is' what I claim to have dene with the micros-
~eope in this direction.

is How frequently have we all heard it said |
‘in consultation, ¢ No operstion is needed in this

’({;»'S‘f

‘The microscope has done, and is doing, = %reae
work in medicine, a8 weli as in the collateral adis
ences. But 1Lknow of no field in which it will bs”
of more practical use than in the dizgnosis ang;
treatment of the.sterile state. For, where every!
thing was a short time ago in doubt and confusion,
ad is now made clear by this wonderful instrument,:
Even in this day there are many very honest cultic
vaturs of medical science, who do not believe in the'
value of the teachings of the microscope.

The great Velpean died, huving 106 faith what-
ever in its practical utility. A few years ago, I’
was one of those benighted scoffers who believed it*
to be werely a scientific toy, with which to while
away leisure hor=s. Fortunately, my ignorance
was dispelled, and I now look upon the microscope
as egsertial to the daily duties of a physician.

With these prefatory rumarks, I now beg leave
to give you some illustrations of its use in the
treatment of the stenle state.

In the investigation of any case of sterilitv, thers’
are three questions that must be settied at the out-
set, if we expect to treat it understandingly :

1. We mnst be sure that we have semen with
spermatozoa.

2. We must ascertain if the spermaiozoa enter
the utero-cervical canal.

3. We must determine whether the secretions of’
this cwnal are favorable or not to the vitality of the
spermatozos. . ’

For, if the semen does not contain spermatozos,
of course the uterine condition does not call for:
any treatment whatever. But if it does contain
spermatozoa, and if they do nut enter the cervicai
canal, then thereis the question of vperation oz
not, to permit their entrance.

On the other hand, if we s%ould find sperma-
tozoa in the ccrvical canal, ther, as a rule, no-
operation will be needed ; and if we sheuld find:
them there in abundance, and all alive, then the
case needs no treatment whatever. But, if we
should find them there, all, or nearly all, dead,
then it is evident, that the secretions of the utero-:
cervical canal poison them, and therefore the
physical condition, giving rise to this abnormal se-
cretion, must be searched ont and treated. :

(TO BE CONTINUED.}
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Case of Placents Prwmvia, Successfully Treated by
Simpson's Methad.

By JOHN W. BOOTH, M. D,

OF TALLY-BO, NORTH CAROLINA,

On the 22d of June, 1868, I was hastily sum-
moned, about sunrise, to visit, with Dr. Cozart;:
the family physician, Mrs. R., ubout six months
advanced in her seventh pregnancy, who had heen.
suddenly attacked, the previous evening, with:
profuse and bloody hemcrrhage, which had almost:
ceased apontaneously before the arrival of Dr. C..
‘There had been a very slight discharge of blond
during the night and until I saw her. We both
remained with the patient until the morning of the!
23d, when leaving her to the care of Dr. C., I made’
some necessary calls, and returned late in the after-
noon to take charge of her during the night, thal
Dr. C. might atiend to his most urgent duties and;



