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for their medical education. This latter group had a most powerful
effect in moulding professional life in the pre-revolutionary period.
They were men who had cnjoyed not alone the instruction but often
the intimate friendship of the great English and European physicians.
Morgan, Rush, Shippen, Bard, Wistar, Hossack and others had re-
ceived an education comprising all that was best in the period, and
had acquired the added culture which only comes fron travel and
wide acquaintance with the world. Morgan, the founder of the medi-
cal school of the University of Pennsylvania, was away seven years,
and before returning had taken his seat as a corresponding member
of the French Academy of Surgery, besides having been elected a
Fellow of the Royal Society. The war of Independence interrupted
temporarily the stream of students, but not the friendship which
existed between Cullen and Fothergill -and their old pupils in
America. The correspondence of these two warm friends of the
colonies testifies to the strong professional intimacy which existed at
the time between the leaders of the profession in the old and new
worlds.

But neither Boerhaave, Cullen nor Fothergill stamped colonial
med:cine as did the great Scotchman, John Hunter. Long, weary
centuries separated Harvey from Galen ; not a century elapsed
from the death of the great physioligist to the advent of the mari in
whose phenomenal personality rnay be seen all the distinctive traits
of modern medicine, and the range of whose mighty intellect has had
few if any, equals since Aristotle. Hunter's influence on the profes-
sion of this continent, so deep and enduring, was exerted in three
ways. In the first place, his career as an army surgeon, and his
writings on subjects of special interest to military men, carried his
work and ways into innumerablé campaigns in the lor.g French wars
and in the war of Independence. Hunter's works were reprinted in
America as early as 1791 and 1793. In the second place, Hunter

had a number of mostdistinguished students from the colonies, among
whom were two who became teachers of wide reputation. William
Shippen, the first Professor of Anatomy in the University of Penn-
sylvania, lived with Hun.ter on terrns of the greatest intimacy. He
brought back his methods of teaching and some measure of his spirit
With the exception of Hewson and Home, Hunter had no more dis-
tinguished pupil than Philip Syng Physick, who was his house sur-
geon at St. George's Hospital, and his devoted friend. For more than
a generation Physick had no surgical compeer in America, and en.
joyed a reputation equalled by no one save Rush. He taught Hun-
terian methods in the largest medical school in the country, and the


