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he mcntioned that, some six years before, while jumping on a nound of hay he
had struck agaihnst the handle-hone made-of a rake which was concealed in
the hay. It inflieted a wounîd external to the anus, but lie was not aware of
-any portion of the handle having been splintered or broken. After a confine-
ment of a few weeks to the house, lie resuicd his labours, and in a couple of
months lie appearcd to have completcly recovered froi the accident. Sone
three years ago, lie complained of much pain and uneasimess, in the neighbor-
hood of the anus, which became relieved by the developeient. and breiakirng of a
small absccss, since that period there had been a continual discharge ef a thin
watery fluid, at timnes slightly tinged with blood, at others of a purulent charae-
ter. Neither flatus nor the more fluid portion of the fUices were ever detected
escaping through the Fistula. For the last year past there had also been a

constant discharge froin the anus, sinîilar in character to that passing through
the fistulous opening.

1cmTarks. he above case is raliter unique, and lighly interesting in sonie
partiulJars ; the first being that the foregn body should have remaitned, thus
mnany years, without ocasioning the slightest disturbance, in a situation so likely
to he interfered witi by mnanyv oflic i orbid states of the neiglbouring organs;*
in fact its presence was entirely ignîored, save through the constant discharge
aind consequent detriment of comnfort and cleainhness. The external fistula bad
ne - cmuicatin with the sac enclosing the piece of wood, and thiis will ac-
count for the absence of the promiinent symuptomis ofeoinplete fistulai ; while the
smnall opening coimi)iunicatiigr the sac witi the rectum, vas evideitly ai effort
'of nature, though the process of uleeration, for throwinîg off the foreign body in
the direction where least resistance would be îencountered, and tliroughi the nost
natural clan nel-the rCetuL.

I have this day heard fron my patient who is doing well, the wounds are fast
healing, the appetite Ls good, aud he is daily gaining strength.

27i Little St. Jaimes Street, Feb. 26, 18(0.

ART. XU1.-Cses in Practical Medicin.-By A. IL ADav , M.., Physi-
elan te St. Patrick's JJosp ital, M)1ontreial, &C., &C.

Laryngismîus Srulus.-This affection is usually only met with during the
first year or two of life, and eauses nuch aunxiety and alarn to the parents of
lie child, for the attacks come on without any apparent caus,-whcn the child,

who otlerwise seeis in perfect health, is playing and beconies excited or vexed.

As another striking illustration of the great length of time foreign substances nay
:enain imbedded in the living tissues without occasioning the slightest local or general
<isturbance, I nay be permitted to remark, that I have removed from between the rec-
tus-femoris muscle and boue of the left thigh, of a man named Ferris, a piece of wood
two inches long, and the size of a goose-quill, which lad occupied that situation for
ninetcen years without his being aware ofits presence, till after its removal by the open-
âng of an abscess that had been in the process offormation on the anterior part of the
:tbigh for one month only. The case was published in No. 1 Vol. 12, of ny ./hnerican.
Liacet, Dec. 10 1855,and republished in the Dublin Medical Press, No. 895, Feb. 13, 1856.
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