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MIDWIFERY.-

-CHARACTER- OF THE BLOOD IN MALIGNANT
- AFFECTIONS OF THE UTERUS.

It has long been a matter of uncertainty whether in cancerous
disease the blood undergoes a peculiar and constant change in its
composition or its quality. The subject is one of considerable im.
portance, and bas latterly engaged the attention of Heller, who
has examined carefully both the chemical composition and the
microscopical characters of this fluid, in persons affected with
carcinomatous diseases.' It lias been recently stated by Engel

-that the blond in cancer undergoes a pathological change which
consists chiefly in the development of an -excessive quantity o
albumen, whilst in tuberculous diseases the fibrine is the clement
which is in excess both in the blood and in the morbid material
poured out. This statenent, however, is in the opinion of Heller
nerely hypothetical, and is based on evidence furnislhcd by nu
direct chemical analysis, which alone can detirmine flac question.
Heller therefore toolz advantage of sôveral cases of malignant af.
fection of the uterus and vagina, which fell under his notice, and
he examined carclully the blood passed by flooding, as also por.
tions drawn directly from the arm.- Onitting the particulars of
the-various cases, the general results only to which his rescarches
led him, need be hure stated. - - -

His'inicroscdpical examination of the blood pro-ed the followving
chief points:- let. Th'at the blood- corpuscles in caricerous disease
,always:presont a great variety in their size, sonme of them being
smaller than natural, and others considerably above the average
.eize; sonme are even threc times larger than ordinary. The smaller
ones are usually fincly indented, granulated, or mulberry.like;
the larger ones invariably smooth. This variety in size of tle
blodd dcorpuscles, though always present in the blood in cancerous
disease, is not peculiar to this kind of blood, for it also occurs lu
blood which coà'tains pus. 2. That when blood is examined ac-
cording to the method ciiployed for the detection of pus in it,
peculiar celle may be found in it, which correspond in form anad
othcr,peculiarities to the ordinary celis of cancer. This is a fact
which had not been hitherto made out, but about which there is
now no.doubt. 3..That in addition to the above peculiarities;
there are observed by the microsdope minute bodies of a more or
legs cryotalipe form, and possessed of a bright :golden.yellow
intallic lustreî,wlaich are most distinctly sean on darkening the
field of the microscope. Wen viewed by transmitted liglat they
appear in part colourless or yellowish, and in part of a bluisli tint,
showing a play nf colotirs. .Thecse peculiar glittermg particles
may lu most cases bè distingui2hed with the naked eye after the
blood has coagulated, appearing cither as golden pellicles in the
clot, or. as glittering particles floating in the scrum. '

Theihemical analysis of the blond furnisaed results equally
decided in their.naturo. -In tlaeffirst place'thére was observed, a
constant, absolute, and'rélative increase in the quantity. offbrine,
bothin.the hemorrhagic blood as well as in; that, withdrawn by,
venestioa. The quantlty ôf;brine yaded,'and iiis.variety:was
most.markedi.the metrorrhagic blpood; sombetimes-in this'.Jatter

aoun as muchas 1342 parts n1000. in one
sé evento1.44 'parts. i the blôõd 'drawn from. a vcin the

qutity-was always'above natural, yetseldom greatly.'cxcecded
thice parts iria'IODO> .On -cbmparing the 'quantity.of fibrine in
the blood'discharged by hèniorrliai'from the, -terus with that in
the blood drawn by venesection, it would seem'.as if nature was
endeavouring to,get rid of a portion of excessively fibrinated blood
'y a épitaneous discharge. frodiïtie uiéus of' blood loaded viith

fib£ine;Tlie azbu»nin was prceseite.din its'norralîaatity ni if
anytiig ,iàtherbelowit,so tit thora are rno groàndi for rega'rd,
ing the caéerous-diathesis'as ari lburirbusone, or for consader-
ing the cancerous material as cmlised of albumeéi The qùritity'
ofIZdod corusales. was àlwvayi veryimahl; ba)th la- the laèrniarr-
hgiê.bkodu wel asinthat drawn from a vein. nometimès -thc
diýikptiioa ot4coruscles wvas sa great ifiat. .,oanpletd' anoemia, of
tbt. bdy was found after death grea t t n

Tter view, therefore, that the cancerous diathesis, is an albu.
miüf%àsonef and therefor-e ojpôfedj tothe tîberculous diathesis,
wbioh lis'â-frinoas:oisé, is conipletely erroneous, for'the quantity;
ot fibrine in the blood in cancerdus affections is ahvays in exces
Wad ap diiatèsis thärefore -iraseap4 aqsosshould be.regrded as a.

fibrinous one, just as it is in tuberculous discase, where also an ex-
cess of fibrine (together with a diminution of red corpuscles),
prevails in the blood.

This is another argument against the vicw ofantagonism, which
has been stated, thoigh without gond foundation, to exist between
the canccrous and tuberculous diathesis.-Lond. Med. Gaz., from
Heller's Archiev., 1846.

VOMITING OF PREGNANT WOMEN.

Dr. Stackler.has communicated to the Medical Snoiety of the
Bas Rhin, tw o cases of obstinate vomiting, in pregnant women,
in which the symptoms yielded to the black oxide of mercury,
given in the dose of five centigrammes (thrce quarters of a graim)
dailv. There was not the lenast trace of salivation, nor any other
inconvenience, after the use of this medicine. Dr. Jauger re.
ferred to cases of hysterical convulsions, and vomitings, sympa-
thetie with the condition of the uterus. which had been cured by
the black oxide of mercury. According to the physician, the
medicine is equally appropriate in irritated states of the organ,
whether in pregnancy or otherwise. Should further experience
conifirm this property of the black oxide of niercury, its import.
unce will be readily comprebended by those who recollect how
extremely severc are the obstinate vomitings with which fernales
are occasionally -attacked during gestation. Professor Forget
took occasion or the communication of Dr. Stackler, to qùâte the¯
case of a woman, who had ben reduced to the last degree of
einaciation by these nervous vomitings, and, at length,- died,
during the sixth monti of .prenancy.-Prov. Med. and Surg.
Jour. July 1, 1846, from. Gaz. Med., de Strasbourg.

.* MATERIA MEDICA AMD PHARMACY.

OBSERVATIONS ON COLCHICUbi.

By M. DoNoAn ,Esq.

The effects which colchicum produces on the human body
are nôw well ascertained, although the mode of preparation,
and the'parts of the plant to,-be preferred, are not yet agreed
on. 'Some prefer the dried bulb, some the recent bulb; one
employs thie wirie'of the bulb, another thevinegar of it,'an-
other the extract made by evaporating, the vinegar; the
oxymel has even béen a favorite; but the seeds appear to be
most generally approved of.
- -Before the grounds of preference can be understood, it iç.

to be inqùired how far the drying of the colchicum bulb in-.
terféres with'its powers. Analogy tends to reinder it proba-
ble that ý the efficacy-is impaired.,, Other bulbs,ds 'gaflcq
onions, leeks, &c., are not only altered by drying, but ren-
dered altogether destitute of ·these stimulating--qualitiéi for
which they are valued.: -Squill,- it' is.-truie is -lot' reïnaered
.powerlessý by dryin,·but 'ité activity is certàirly lesserod.'
.Dr. !À T. Thomson' says :-n The acrimony 'n ~whiclit
virtue depends-is partially dissipated by dryng and long keep-J
ing, and completely destroyed by any heat above 212 deg."
If the-calchicum-bè:injured by drying, how much more so
must be the acetous extract, in the preparation .of whii
unless a steam' bath benemployed, the heat 'rises 'above 212
deg.- -The:vinum colchici of the three'British pha'rmacopiàà
is-made fronrithe dried bùlbs, and therefore'must be of infe-!
rior efficy.- ~ - *,*~ . -

I:believe- the most efficacious prepáratiokof thé bûlb isthe
rte oucéd front Uin its recent and indriéd-state, as ré-

ogmmended-.by the . late.Sir Everard Home.w'ho,"pibished-'
three papers on it in the Ptilosophical Tansactioisfor 1816t
and 1817. In these papers he has :given an, account of its
preparation, and of-its.effects, therapeutie and physiological.
He directs two pounds of- the .recent bulbs, undried, to be
macerated with twenty,four ounces of sherry wine in gep,
ýle heat for six daTà,*
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