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This bacteriologieal exammatlon short. of ma.kmg cultures of the
germs is by no means difficult, and should inot; be beyond. the ‘power
of any medical man. The little extra trouble; that it entalls upon the
practitioner will be amply rew: arded by, the results obtamed

With a small platinum wire, sterilized'in'a spmt lamp 5 ﬂame, a small
amount of the secretion is removed. from the - conJunctlval sac, and
smeared over a glass slide. The great pomt in the smearing is to tease
the secretion well out on the slide; a drop- or, two of ‘Gentian violet
solution is dropped on the smear, after 25 seconds thls s washed away
with water; a few drops of Gram’s iodine solutmn is. dropped on, and
left for about 15 seconds; it is washed oft Wlth alcohol untll no more
coloured matter is observed to come away; the specimen'is then .washed
with water and a 5 per cent. solution of safranin.is dropped on’ the
specimen, and left for five seconds when it' is washed off mth"water
This is a routine method for the ocular secretions. . "

As you all know, conjunectivitis has been class1ﬁed accordmrr‘to‘ the
nature of its secretion or conjunctival changes, ca.tarrhal muco-puru—
lent, granular, and membranous types; but since bactenologleal invest-
igations have been carried out there is a strong hLehhood ‘that: thls will
be changed. Similar clinical’ symptoms are - caused by very different
forms of bacteria, the treatment of which varies. greatly aecordmg to
the bacterial finding. : L . PR

In the catarrhal type of conjunctivitis we recognise two main: vanehes,
the acute and the chronic, the symptoms of which are 100 well' known
to you to need repetition. The vast majority of cases of the acute type
has been found to be due to the presence of the Koch-Weeks bacillus
and in only a few cascs have other germs been'discovered. ~This’ ‘form
of bacillus as a rule attacks children and has even been found in’ the
new horn. - As a rule these bacilli can only be dlseovered durmg the
first few days of the disease. i

The bacilli lie between the leucocytes and. also w1th1n the protoplasm
Sometimes they even extend into chains of two .or three links side by
side; they are decolourised by Gram’s iodin;- they have an. mcubatmn
period of two or three days; and the second eye is generally infécted
two or three days after the first; they seem to penetrate into the super-
ficial layers of the epithelium and.not into the deeper tissues;. they do
not give rise to chronice con;unhwtls The bacilli appear as very short
fine Tods staining less deeply than the nuclei of the cells, . the ends are
rounded and also show a deeper polar stain. I have a speclmen under “
the microscope for your observation. :

The treatment of this form of con]unctlvms consists in the applica-




