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French inercwî:iries (Irawîî ap in the~ re:ir to the griiii rankls orftliv
Barons' mn tlîat hein huliii .

IIs it too late? One tierce li at the unsuspectilng. 1hurse-
muen by bis sie, one cry to fiis Frenchi troopls, oneC desperate-
ciarge tipom the unrcady Unes hefore himui, :urd tbiese reiSel1ious-
Barons mi ht r*ue the day thiev daired to thwart bis plass! A
bolder hand ighcyit have Ûtm'ned the gai- e even at thuat point. iJaid
it been a Rlichmard timere ! the eup of liberty îighflt bave been-
dlashmed f rosi EBngland's lips, and the taste of freedToin lierd baek
for a 11udred ye.ars.

"But the hîeart of King Jolis simîks liefore the sterm faces of
the Engylishi fliting inenl, and the Irmn of King Johnli drops back
on to, bis rein, zýJd lie disinomunts and takes bis seat iii the fore-
inost barige. Amui the Barons follc>w lu, iwith each iînailed liand
ulponl the swod-it.ad thîe word is griven to let gro.

SIowly the lieavy briglit-dleùeked bariges leave the shmore of
IRunnvrnede. Slowly' agaist ilie ssvift euîrrent tlîey work their
ponderous way, tili, with a Iow grumble, tlîey grate against thek
baîîk of the littie island that fromi tluis day -%ill benr the uame of
Magna Charta Island. Ani Ring- Jolin lias steppied uipon thme
shore, and we wait iii breathuiess silence tili a great shout cleaves
the air, and the g-ent corner-stone in Bugadstemple of liberty
lias, now we know, been firiulyli.'

So mmmch.l for titis great mneetingr. Mie prieeless righits wliieh
ivere wrumi.g froîxi thi unwihhing" bauds of a tyrauit Ring are mulainly
thiese:

(1) Tlhe grovermunient of the ccmumtrý y a:n hiered.itary Sover-
ei<rs rulin« with liiîuited loîers, and bound ic. suniition aud
consuit a parlianemit of the wlîole resus11, coîuprisiugc biereditaîy
peers alld eleetive represeutation of the comminus.

(2). No tax to, be Ievied ivit.liout the consent of parlianiemt,
and no law to be mnade, repealed, or altered.

(3). 'No muan to be «trbitrariily fiined or inprisoned, and no<
muan's property or 1!hç.rties to lie impaired. and no usaii to be iii
ainy way puuiished, cxcept after lawful trial.

(4). Trial by jury.
(à). -Justice simall iiot be sold or deiayed.

Ail these provisions are eithuer expressly dcclared or are
imuplied iii this great Charter and its supplemnent, Co??IirimaW>i(
Cotrim whuic.h followed soomi after. Its languaige is Simuple,


