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outt eacnideraible portion of :Centh 1 frica, the --cowrie il stili the.
current coin. In many parts of India, in Siam, and throughout the
Burmese empire -it itsiiniv*ehlly .mtployed aâ>umill change, aud bas
a recognis;edtiough-fluctuating'value. Aboi.tthe middleot"iast cen.
'tury, 2400 cowriesm were equivalent, in Bengal, to one rupee, but in-
eaing -fadilities of intercommunication have tended to xnultiply

them aud depr;eciate ýtheir. wotth. The in~fluence -of Suropeau cinii.
lization, Under IBritish jrude, %as in many districts dispIaoed -he pi-
mitive cowrie, by -a copper sund a silver cumrnicy, while -th. increaaing
monetary transactionsa of the -mnoat fa*ored districts lesd .to -the .dr-
culation even of the gold'mobur, sno -that notv, iu 'Bengal and similar
centres of commercial exohange, it requires nearly au additional
thousand cowries to make up -the value of -the seilver rupee.

Correaponding to the cowrie currency of Ansa and Afric, is the
use by the American Indi ans of tlue North West, of the ioqua, a shell
.îound ou the xieighboring shbores of ibe Pacifie, aud-. employed by
ihem, both for ornement and as 'money. The Chinooke aud other
Indiens -wear -long itrings of loqua sheila as neékiaces and *fringes
totheir robes. Tbee are said to-be procured only at Capelattery,
at the eutrane of the 'Straits of De euca, where tbey are obtained.
by a procees of drledgin-g, and ha;v à vaine asaigned to them. increasing
in proportion to their sBite. TPhis varies from about au inch and a
haif to upwards of two iuches iulength. They aie white, conici,
and iligbtly curvedinî_ form, and'taper'to a poit. -Their circumfet-
ence aft.te widest part does not gi-eatly exceed the. stem of a day
tob.acco pipe, aud they are 'thin and *transluent. tMr. Paul Kane
*rites to, me iu' reference to îhem: IlA great trade 18 carried on
axnong Ïil the 'tribes in the neighborhood of >Vaucouver's 'Island,
through, the medium cf these sheils. They are vàluable lu proportion
to their l1ength, aud'their viue increass according to a flxed ratio,
forty sheila being the standard number requiredl*to extenda àfathoxns
length. A& fathom thus tested is equel iu valueé- toa beaveià' skijt,
bùt if sihýils-can b. -found -s&faiu -excesso4f -the-ordinaryitaudard
that thiityi.nine -are long euough -te -muke -the Tfathom, -it -is woith,
twoýýbaveritiis, if -thiity-eighit,'three 'beavers' skias, and-se on:
inecressing-lu value -one bieaver skin -for- e*veryý sheillesa 'tIani the
stNodardn.mbaer."a eo

!~o vidncehs yt ippèeadto iudidâte« he use of thé marn or
fresh water sheila of Europe as a species of currençy during-tbe-era


