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able terms which hio had offured it to her.*

¢ Shall we stay here, or o to St. Paui's,
my dear Miss Fletcher 8 coninoed om
gentleman, charmed wuth her frankness,

¢To §t. Paulge ! exclanned the tady,
Tooking at the speaker with genume wmnaze-
ment. . .-

« Don’t yon _comPtchond 2 he asked.
. 41 do not indeed, Mr, Malford,” she re-
joined, in @ voice sQ pamest that he yas
‘forced to bolievg her. h

¢ You like this House 7”?

s Verrmuch, Sir?

¢« And you haye decided to take my fur-
Titure 1 :

¢ That was the bargain.”?

« And you will board me 222

<« I'agreed to, I bolieve.”

« All'things considered,you are satisfied 2%

« T am perfectly so; and what is more, I
think myself extremely lucky in receiving

suc’t good propositions. 1 carinot bo tvo
gmleﬁll for your kingnegs, Mr. Malfonl.”

¢« Then why cannat yo be married im-
.mcdiate)l‘z' P

Miss Fletcher sat the picture of astonish-
mont. Not onco had she even dreawmed
that thore might be a covert meaning to
Malford’s words, or that she had unconsci-
ously enconraged him, by almost every re-
mark she had'made. For a moment she
looked fixedly at him, without speaking;
the scrutiny. probably assured her of his siu-
cont{’ {os sho soid iminediately: ~ -~

#1f you wauld take me for better or for
worse, here is my hand, I am ready a}
any momont.”?

As the reader will perccive, there twas
qo false delicuey here. Everything tas
seitled on the spot, no mincing of words,
or choosing of sentimental phrases. The
matter was a -practical one, and it was
treated practically ; four honrs froin that time
the couple visited a Rev. Dr, wno perform-
ed 2 well-known ceremony, which consti-
tuted them husband and wife. And they
wero not an ill-matehed pair; the Iatter be-
ing still a fine-looking woman a jutle short
of sixty, and the former an ercct, stout,
whole-souled man, five years her senior;
both sensible, well-informed, and mtelh-
gent.

‘While this important event was transpir-
ing, Mrs. Bly, Mr. Malford’s house-keeper,
who, by dint of watching aud listening,
imagined that something unasnal was go-
ing on, seat word lo tho three married sone
of her employer, that they hact better come
and talk with the old gentleman, as he
& had acted kind of strange-like and had a
sugpicious-looking woman in the house.”

Of course tho dutijul young men were not
lacking in pxoflv’ingb this hint, and when
Mr. and Mrs. Malford returned, they found
three frowning individuals in one of the par-

ours, ready to express their virluous indige-
nation at any reprehonsible discovery they
might ake.

«Mirs. Malford, theso are my threc sous
—RBoys, this is wy wife,” said the father,
as be presented the lady.

¢ Your yifo1?? exclaimed John.

«You are crazy !’ cried James.

#¢You need a gnardian ! echoed Henry.

Mrs. Malford did nnt seem the lea-t in-
ﬁ nidated by this suddeu explusivn of anger,

at quictly Telieving hoiself of her bouel
and ~hawl, sat Lerself dowa on an casy
¢'wuty as thongrh sue had been unsiress
£ 1at same room 1of years,

¢¢ She’s nothing but a nuise!™ resnmed
Joha,

“ «3he’s 3 screamer!?’

«¢ Anid magmied-bim for his money 1’* add-

sill-l‘enrj‘. ced s 4 0 .- * . ' .

« Buys, ook hereP? said Mr. Malfonl,
turiing sternly @wards the ovvited spunk-|
arg, g0 homo; and nund your own busi-
ness, 1am yet capablu of “munaring my‘
aflures, and takiug cavo of my own interests.
fio home, 1say? ~ When I want you Pl
send for you,”

Without another word the tripo left tho
house, evidently ‘thiuking that in viuw of
the ono humdred thousand ﬁollnm which Mr,
Malford was roputed to possess; it was the
most polito course to take.

The way Mr. dMaitord continued’lo con-
duct his busmess matters, provoed conclu-!
sively that his mind was as sound as ever, !
whila-tho way in which his wife managed
thg in-door departmont, proved, also, that his |
choice had been a judicious ane.  She had
uo reason to complamn of her ¢lJandlord,”
nor he of his “tenaut.” . I

Dreadful Catastrophe. ;

Nrweasris, Frioav—Abont 1 o'clock this
morning, o fire broke out in tho worsted mavu- '
factory of Messrs. Witson and Soun, in Hiligate,
Gateshead, and at about 2 o’clock the manufucs |
tory was a total wreck, and the flames had ;
nearly spent themselves oy its contents. “The.
firemen nccordingly, turncd their attention to i
tho stores; but they were wholly unablo to stay
the progress of the flames, which geodually
spread over the whole premises.—Such a fire
natarally attracted the afftighted inbabitauts of §
Loth towns to the baunks of the rivor, and u'noul‘
ton minutes past three avast crowd was as-
semblel.  Suddesly a tremendous explosion—
such an explosion a3 we never-beard beforo and
never wish to heur again—proceeded from the
burning mass; and fgnited materials, bricke,
stoncs, mctal, and cvery articlo near was thrown
into the air with iremendons force, only to tall
again upon the dense mass of people all ronnd,
A prodigious  quantity was thrown entirely
across the siser, and scores of spectators wpon
the quaysids were throwa down and injured,
many of them being .tendered inscusible,” The -
mas3 of burning, embers set fice o theships, and
crossigg over the guay, cutered into the houses
opposite ; and in o moment.thie shops of Messrs,
Spencee and Sons, Mesars, $mith, aud Ormston,
and Messrs. Smith & Co., were ina Llaze, while
the uninjured standers by rushed offin all di-
rections in gearch of safety. ' new
gration raged with frightful vehmence, and thy
shops abore-mentiancd, the affices abote them, |
the public housed of Yr. Teasdzle and Mr. Batey, |
and many private dwellings, were consumed in,
comparatively, a few minutes. At fye same
time the workshiops of Mr Edgaar, at the head of
the George'’s Stairs, igniied by the same cause,
were blazing with fearful rapidity, nnd beng
situated in ove of the densest parts of the town,
scemed to threaten wide-spread destructicn.

About four o’clock, the fire , having wrouzlt
its way amonest the closcly-piled honses sitnnted
at the back of the Quayside, broke through into
the Batcher Bank, at Mr., Temple's paper ware-
honse.  This was soon one sheet of flame, and
in little more than half an hour tho house was
an entire rmin. By this time the flames had also
broken into the Bank at a furniture warchouse
occupicd by Mr. Piper, a littlo further up, and
with so muéh violence that attempts to check 1t
would bave been vain, even if the means of do-
ing so ind been athand.  As it was the cxplo-
sion. had put the fire-cngines entirely ors de
rombat at Gateshead, the stand-pipes and many
of the men having becn buried in the ruins.

Six oclock a.m.—Tho frontage of tho Quay-
«ide formore than fifte yards from the Grindine
Chare, 13 entireiv levelled, and a clear view pre-
sented of the nifled and rmacd lances and chares
brtween e Quay and the Buteher Bank. In
these tho fire i3 still 1o some places burning with
siolencé, and in others only smoutdening. Parts

t tue frunerwork of bous<3 are sl stnd:ing
smongst the smoke, bug a3a whole the tuildings
have fallen 19t0 a shapeless mass of smokwng
Zebris. ‘The house next to Mr. Snowdon's bond-
od stors i3 entirely in the povier of the flames,

v

The new confla-,

and raust zoon fall. An’jnterval of two houses

]
then ogenrs, in which thierd is ittle fire, and a3
{heh walls and interior have been {vcil wel, it
is burcly possible thag they may yet escape. Lho
fire has, hiowayer, got hold of tho next housg,
oucupicd by Mr Moaison, anfl-muker, and othérs,

‘uu\l fndicates that belund it the mvaes ob'the

devonrig element ave in progress.  As W ‘last

! resort to cheek its progress down the,Quay an

attempt is being

mado to pull down a livuso
fow..doors sboye

the Custqm-lionsy, in:order to

wake & cleat spaco which the_ firo may not be

ablo to overleap, A strong cable, passed round
tho upper part of & house, has been aflixed ton

steamer, which is emleavouring to pull it down.

At tho upper end of the quay, the railway fige

enine has been brought into operation, and nis,

probably prevent the five extending In that diy
rection, - o

In the Butcher Bank the fire has beensligltly
grot under, ard by mamtaining the cbmfsupp_oxt—
g posts of Mr. Piger'ashop, the frumewori of
the house bas been prevented from falting.—
Many houses are, however, completely. gutted.
"Phe third house fron the foot of Pilgrim-strect
Ims falten down, entirely destroyed. . Th water
fromn hose-pipe bas prevented the flames from
extending furthier on cither side of the street-
frontage, but the mass of huildings between tho
George stuits and the Butcher Bank is still burn-
jug fudously, A pipe, appwently with a good
supply of water, hus been got down the stairs,
aud may hura somo eftect in arrestiog or limit-
ing tiro Work of destrucfion,

GATESHEAD.

Tho explosion here, besides- doing immenso
damage, naturaily helped 1o increase the extent
of the fire.  The ol houses in Hiligate were left
one mass of tuing; several of them took Gre to-
gether, and being already Leated by the flames,
they fell a ready prey. [n great measure, lhow-
ever, the destraction has been confined to'the
warchonges on 1be rivey side, aud thesdtoan
extent of more than one hundred yqrds-dm to-
tally destroyed, some of them continuing to bumn
ficrcely up o eight o'clock.

LOSS OF LIfi AND PERSQNAL INJURIES.

Tiwo soldicrs were, we betieve, kitled on the
spot a, Gnteshead ; and on Neweasile-quay two
sprctators, who were thrown down, like many
othyzs, by the concussion, wero also chuked by
the suiphrous vaponr which was borac across tho
fiver.  This ocourred, it is to e recollccted, .t
 distance of at Jeast one hundred and fifty yards
from the scene of the explosiop!  Tn tho polico
station at Guueshead there were ten dead bodies
lying at cight a'clock; one of these wad an in-
fantey sobdier.  One woman was known to'bo
bunicd in the debris of the houses on Ghurch-
walk. One family m the smne place.was-com-
pletely ovetwhelmed, but werd fortunately got
out without any Serlous damage. ~Among, tho
deadis Ensign Paynter,of the 26th Cameronians.
Il was buried amongst the ruins of & house in
Millgate, and his body was not recovered till
some hours after. i

At the Infirmary, between 40 and 50 wonnded
peoplu have been received, and others are Ueing
brought.  3ust of them aro very severely
broised,

x.In e bond warchonse of Mr. C Rerlram was
deposiicd a quantits of nitmic of soda, naptha,
sulphur, and other highly inllammable materials,
but es far as can be ascertained \hiere Was 0o
guopowder i the place.  The articles enumer-
ated, though of a highly combustible nature, are
nut explosise, and it is suppused thay some coi~
bination of gases, gencrated by the fusion-of tho
matenals, had .made the explusion which has
been so disastrous.  AS an instance of the im-
mense forco of tho explosion, a piece of timbep
of ahout nine feet long and twelve inches in
thickness was thrown from Gateshesd to tlo
roof of the Ridley Anns, in Pilgrim-street.

loto ont pluace,at least 200 yards from Hillgate
o stune, which would weigh about & halfa hwr <
dred weight, was harked by the forco of the ¢X-
plosion, A smaller stouc fdl a little béyond
this atsd Lroho in the roof of a house, ond a bar
of red hot iron Wwas blown into the High-stree’s

Scarcely a house in the middle and Jower pa %
of Newcastle has cscaped from damagedy Ua
explosion.  Op the Sandhill nie ont of teu slep
fronts and house windows wero chrm:,lc(c)y
blown out. In Deau-street, Mosloy-strcet and |




