Volume XIX.

Quebec, Province of Quebec, February and March, 1875,

TABLE OF CONTENTS.

Natural Science and Popular

British Museum destitute
Education....ccoeeeeeeveeenaanes 19 of Canadian books....... .~ 41
Parent and Teacher............ 22| The Palestine explorations 41
Some remarks on Emulation MisceLLANY ¢
—How to call it forth........ 23| Light for the sick............ 42
Origin of the name America.. 26| Men we don't want to meet
Early Teaching ...cc.ee. seeeverne 29} Stick to old friends........... 42
The Seven Laws of Teaching.. 31| Interfering with nature..... 42
The Art of Thinking and the Making home happy ......... 42
Habit of Observation........ 331 Seven conditions............. 43
Ebvcationat : How to promote peace in a
McGill University—Report 34 family .......... ovseneineras 43
Prussian Normal 8chools.. 35| Learnto sing Ballads...... 43
How to Study History...... 36| Politeness .....occeeieiensnnenn 43
Statistics of Public Instruc- OBITUARY :
tion, Quebec.......ccceuueeee 36| CGanon Kingsley............. 43
Military Educationin PoETRY ©
Schools ... 36| Montero’s Flight.............. 44
Drawing in Schools 37! The Song of S8team........... 44
Spelling Match in Music Books received .......cc wueeeens 45
Hall covvvvenecenenece cenenenns 37| Orriciar NOTICES :
Rewards for the dull. 38| Appointments — Board of
“IENCE : examiners—School com-
The Transit of Venus........ 38 missioners — Diplomas
Apbplication of Science to Granted by Boards of
Agriculture .......... Examiners . &S
urns and Freezings.... Wanted........... i6
Origin of the Art of Na Advertisements. 46
BALION .evvvreerrenens eniinnes Meteorology .eeeeereesrerssecnnnes 46
3|

Elevation of Boulders by lce

Natural Science and Popular Education.

By Pror. Cas. F. Hiugs, Pa. D.

The educational world has been thrown into a ferment
of discussion, more ‘particularly in the past decade, by

¢ prominence into which the branches of physical
Sclence have thrust themselves by the wonderful dis-
Coveries, and, if possible, still more wonderful practical
applications of them. It is not strange, therefore, that
the attention of the world should, in a measure, be
Tiveted upon the branches of study which permeate with

eir influence all classes of society, coming in contact,
:9 they do, in a greater or less degree, with every inidi-
idual, revolutionizing all industrial processes, improving

~1

1fuller study of these branches of human

the physical condition of all classes, assisting in effecting
great moral and political revolutions. It is not surprising
then, that they should be regarded as factors, and promiz
nent and powerful factors, in the great problems of
humanity. Perhaps the world has run a littge mad, and
it so0, excusably on this subject, and rhapsscientists are
inclined to become unbearably science-proud, but it
seems only natural that there should be some who think
that room should be found, or made, if necessary, for a
" stu 1 ranches science,
especially in our higher institutions of learning, those
that claim to cover the ground of a liberal education
that special schools for instruction in these various
branches should be built up and fostered by ‘the govern -
ment, and that some in their enthusiasm should scarcely
see anything worth learning, or worth considering, that
does not bear directly ugon the advancement of the race
1 a knowledge of the phenomena of the material world.
The earnestness of opinion and purpose is frequently
manifested in the temper in which the discussions are
conducted. Nothing is more common than to find men
of straw set up on both sides, and battered to pieces
instead of antagonistic systems. The advocates of the
old system are often almost accused of trying to carry us
back to Latin and Greek as our vernacular, whilst those
of the new are regarded as having no toleration for
anything that does not bear directly upon the solution of
the all-absorbing question. What shall I eat? what
shall I diink ? wherewithal shall I be clothed ? Between
these great extremes, of those who would retain what is
old and tried simply because it has been approved by
the practise of generations,” and those who are inclined
to reject anything simply because it has an -air of long,
long ago, about it, the greater number of colleges, indeed
practically all of them, are settling down into the always
safe middle course, and these branches are recognized
equally with the old established branches of study as
educational instruments, as capable of utilization in' the
development of the mental faculties, as well asin their
direct practicable application to the affairs of life. Thus
whilst one of the strongest opponents of the so called new
education admits that the study of physics gives a power
over nature, real power as we wield and apply her orces,



