
1rJItTORICAL AND PH1YSICAL GE OGRAPIIY

OF TuIE HOLY LAND.

zMANY mny rcadj t seriptUres ; they mny rend of coUntriCS, Of tribCS,
of individuals andi of trans-zictions. end yet remain, ail but entirely
ignorent. of te linowledge necessary for enabling them to under-
iztand %vhaît they rend. illany from carelessness neyer wisli to bie bet-
ter informed, and others are preeluded frorr lcnowledge by their
cireumrstences. Azniid ail the k-nowledge Iiat is pouring ini on man the
fact remains, inconsistent as il may seem, nnd injurious us it is, thnt
christians are mess informed on the facis connected with their religion
than any other body of men associated tocgether te prosecute any inves-
tigation, or to mnaintain any principle. The time ivas when the people
could not get instruction-but that time is gonie by,-atd knowledge
is now, with its thousand longues, raising a cry for delivernnce from
every bondage, that she may fly swiftly bestoNving lier bounties and lier
blessings on a world ignorant of itself ; that she may tell an of the
vast resources w'hich. are te be found in the pest. and of the deepi
raines of intel[lectuel wealth. which have been hitherto uuknown and
Unexplored.

Bistory ia one of the Bible's hiandrnaidens, and ivithout some linow,
ledge of it, rauch thet is ia the Bible must be to nieny ns a sealed book,
though a mn should read its pages every day and nieditate on the
contents every niglit. He may read. but were the question put te him,
-Understandest thou wvhat thou readest?" lie would bie compe]Ied te

reply in the words of the Eunuceli of Ethiopin, "11How cen 1, except Sorne
mtan should guide me?" .Be]ieving then, that the Bible conteins a
subjeet the most important and serious for nîans study, it is te objeet
in this, end tie following articles on the Geography of the Uoly Land
te give information, and arrange Scripture statements in such, a manner,
flhnt this deparLmeat of Seripture knoivledge ay ba better understood,
by those at least, vvho have not access te the works w'rittcn on the subjeet,
or by those who have not studied the Bible so accurately as te bie able,
in nieny instances, te illustrate one passage by another, or bring geogra-
phical fadas te illustrate seripture staternents.

The country callcd the 1-Ioly Land baes been variously rtamed in
différent acres, and these naines have been given eit'ner frora sorne tuibe,
or froin some of te rernarkable circurastances connected with it. In
Scriptuxe we find il called <' The Land" by wnvy of eminence. The
Jeuvs xvere exceedingly attaclhed t0 il, and it was the scene of mny
remarkable events in their history. nnd therefore it was aboze every other
part of the earth, their- land, Tho Lani.


