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dowVf state that they would be uninhabitable without a complete
overhaulingy fromn roof ta foundation. One wvas a typical Chinese
comnpound of the ivell-to-do class-high bouses buit around a srnall
courtyard, so that ncither sun nor air could reach the dwellers
ivithin. Plenty of buildings for two fainilics could bc had, but more
like a prison than a home. Thcy aske-d $125 a year rent for this.
The fourth w~as more like- a human habitation, avn ivitlî some altera-
tions and additions would do 'for twvo familics. For this they asked
2,000 tacis, about $2!,-oo. A Chinarnan's asking price is neyer what
lie hopes ta get. Wc told them that wc could not talk wîth them at
such a figure and lcft thc town. On our return thcy îvil likecly
corne down. If wc wvould decidc to rnakc this place our centre it
is vcry likecly, since there are so znany cmpty dîvellings, that we
could secure enougli ta lîouse our w'lolc mission, at lcast tiiose
wvho would work iii tlîis end of our field.

Our reception at Wei-lîui-fu this tir-ne. is vcry cold. The people
scem ta bc intirnidatcd by the gentry, and are afraid ta corne out.
he peoplc ivili nat corne ta us tlîis time, and Chinese custoni is

sucli that wc cannot go to thecir homes; then thc question cornes up,
liow arc, wv to preach Uic Gospel?7 Seeing as wve do this capital
niethod of boycoiting us, and knowing the gentry have the powver
to k-cpl it up, Mr. Taylor's mnuch talkcd of schecme for calling a
certain numbcr of missionaries to visit a certain number af famnilies
every day, and tlîus ta preach thc Gospel ta the homes ai China iii
a certain timec, appears to us ridiculously absurd. I could reachi
the homes of Toronto by knocliing at tlîeir doors, but owingr ta the
cast-iron seclusion af the Northern Chinese homes, I have no hope
af rcaclîing themn iii this way. It is casy ta talk about these fancy
way ?.and about a inissionary living on $-o a ycar in China, but
practice on1 these xîice lles is not so ea-'Sy. I hiave Scriaus doubt
about any inissiana-,ry's aihity ta livc ini China on 25 cents a day, as
is sornetirnes stated. 1 have stili mare seriaus doubts about the
wisdom af attcmp)tiing it No misianaii,ýry can get on ini China with-
out at lcast anc Chinese boy. His wagcs per day would bc at lcast
10 cents. The forcignlcr thien lias i s cents lcft to bo,,rci and clothe
himself after the marinner of a teaclier. It is too absurd for a
mnoincts consideration. It border.- close on a sin ,gqtiiist tic
hca-ilth i c thnissian-ary and. the Church of God, îvhich ou"ght ta
support inii propcrly in the Gosp)cl service.


