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MONTREAL BOARD OF TRADE AND EXECLTIVE
INACTTON.

In another column will be found a Memorial prasented on the
19th instant, by the Board of Trade to His Excellency the Gover-
nor Genenl, praying for the immediate action of the Provincial
Legislature in effecting the necessary adaptation of our fiscal
system to that of the mother country.

The mercantile commenity owe the Montreal Board of Trade
their warmest acknowledgm uts for the zeal and ability with
which they have—especially during the present year,—performed
the arduons duties which have devolved upon them. We rejoico
to observe;that they have again strongly urged on the Guvernment
those gricvances which weigh down our commerce : the British
Navigation Laws, the Imperial Differential Duties, the Duties
levied on Agricultural Produce, and the Restrietions maintained
against foreign vesseis navigating the St. Lawrence.

The othey suggestions contained in the Memorial are enttled
to,—and we would fain hope will receive,—the attention of our
government, whensoever we may be fortnnate enough to possess

one. It is, indeed, 2 stigma on the character of the ruleis of this
country that it shoull have been deemed necessary by the mer-
cantile bady 1o present a memorial, expressive of apprehensivn
that their interests ““may be rerivusly endangered by ill-timed
apathy, or unwise legislation.?

When we lonk at the composition of the Montreal Board of
Trado,—the majority of whom are well hnuwu to Le favorabile to
the general policy of the present ministry, -we eanuot but feel
satisfied that the by no means indirect censure cunveyed in the
latter part of their memorial, is not the mere ebullition of pany,
but the deliberate—and surely woe may cay the reluctant—lan-
guage of deep conviction  'We honor them fur their frankness;
and we trust it may serve as a lesson to all men in power—1to
svhatsoever party they may belong—to convince them, that they
will not be allowed to trifle with the best interests of the counuy,
by neglecting or deferring wise and wholesome legislation, on
account of their miserable difficulties amongst thutnseives, of
their delays in completing their ministerial arrangemunts.

1t is well known, we are 1:agued with no party but that of the
oountry at large : we scek to overturn no miunistry,—iundeed ne
showed ourselves the best friends of the present, when so eatly
as the Gth of Junuary last, we warned them of the danger of Ex-
ecutive inacticny—but we tell thom, that they are rousiug a spirit
which they will find it difficuit to allay ; that many whom they
have hitherto mnked amongst their fimmest friends, express the
greatest dissatisfaction.  This wholesome troth may never reach
their cars through that portion of the press which ordinarily sup-

13 themy—and we suppose that they would give little eredit to
it if cnunciated by their opponents,—but it is, nevertheless, not
to be slighted.  We have no hositation in asserting that there is
not 2 single person ongaged in commerce, who does not suffer
4] more or less from the uncertainty which prevails as to the in-
tentious of ;overnment ' Who with any degree of safety Las been
able 2o order, either from Britain or from foreign markets, such

gends as would be materially affected in volue by a repeal of the
Differential Duties? Takethe articles of vastard sugar, window
glass, and numerous other articles ; who can caleulate with any-
thing like certainty the price at which it would be safe to import
them? It is well known—and ministers ought to be, if they are
not already, aware of the fact—that parties, jn want of such
articles of merchandize, are putting off their purchases until the
comse which the government will adopt is made known. And
does not the same uncertainty exust as to the repeal of the agri-
cultural duties? Is it not the daty of the government to declare
‘s intentions on the subject 2 Those who have travelled through
the Western States this wintet concur in stating that the uncer-
tainty which exists as to our future fiscal regulations is one great
means of diverting provisions and fluur to the American canals,
which, if these agricultural dulies were sepealed, wouid come
downibe St Lawrence. Now that the protection accorded to
our produce in Britain is withdrawn, there is no inducement to
send foreign wheat to Canadian mills to be ground, and veither
foraizn flour nor provisions will cume through onr waters to be
eutjeeted to all the cumbruus and retanding turms of our custom-~
house machinery. .

Nor is this all we have to apprehend :—from the suspension of
the British Navigation Laws there is every reason io dread that
a large portion of our own flour, provisions, and other products
will go through foreign canals to foreizn ports of shupment, m
preference to Quebec or Montreal! We are in fact, from the
restrictions imposed on the navigation of the St Lawrence, ac-
tually giving a bonus to the employment of foreign canals in
prefetence to our own:—for justance, foreign craft can enter any
of our ports in Canada West, and take a eargo uf Canadian pro-
duce to an American port, but not to one of our own ports; 8o
that when, as there will undoubtedly be next scason, there is 2
pressure of produce, and a deficiency of Butish craft to carry 1,
the only vent for sach of the produce of Canada West as may
be required to be promptly shipped, will be the ports of the Uni-
ted States  Again, the restriction ou foreiun vessels coming up
the St. Lawrence to Montreal—and indeed the British Naviga-
tion Laws generally—will operate as & strong incentive to both
the people of the United States and of Canada West to send thesr
produce to foreign, in preference to Canadian, poits.

It is impossible in the compass of the present article todo
more than touch on some of the difficuities which beset us,~—and
we have in several previous numbers of our joarnal adverted to
them more fully,—but sufficient has been stated, to show the ur-
eent necessity that existed for the assembling of our Provincial
Padiament lonz befure thus time.  Tho Freo Trade m :asures of
the British Patliament, which nccessitated the reforms we arge,
were passed nine months siuce; and had our Jegislaturo been
called at the proper season, we have no doubt that its members
would have made such urgent remonstrances as would have pre~
vented the Imperial parliament {from committung the mansfest in-
justice of maintainiag those restrictions on our trade which they
have removed from their own people.

Iu a forinor number, we alluded to the fact of the apparent in-
disposition which has existed suce the unton, on the part of the
provincial mistersy to meet our parliament ; and which is evi-
dencud by their putting off its assembhing to nearly the latest
possitle day which the letter of the Union Act permitsy—tho spiret
evidently is that the sessions shvuld be annual.  We now give
the respective duies of the commencoment of the five Sessions of
the Parliaments of United Canada :—

15t Session,.cuveesicennunas eecerssasaeseneseo14th June, 1841,

A do .. ««o_8th September, 1842,
3rd do .. ..28h. do 1843,
4 do .. .23k November, 1344,

- 5th do aicecenceeniccseenese e 20th March, 1846.

The sisth Session will now probably not be held until the
month of June neat; indeed, howeser desirous the mimstry nay
L to defur the assembling of parliament, 1t 1s not possible legally
to doso beyond the 8ih of that month.

We may thercfore infer that at that time tho legislature will
have assembled, and we sincerely hope that the muustry-—of
whomsoover it may be compesed,—~will make up for the delay,
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