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and images of ]3uddlia. More than. liaif the men in the kingdom have
spent some years at least iu the priesthood. Not a hous.uhold but hau fur-
nislied one or more sons to t~he monastery ; flot a woman but contributes
to the daily support of the priests, and spends lier treasured coins for gold
leaf to make the idols splendid. IV. lias flot been euough to supply cities
and villages wvith temples more plentifully than those of our own land are
ivith churches ; the very hilltops must be crowned with pagodas and splen-
dicI flights of stairs built, to maire access te them. easy ; the caverus of the
monutains must be sought out and turned into temples for Lord Gautama.
No nation under heaven eau botter thau. these Siai. ýýse Buddhists sympa-
thize with Paul as lie catalogues his grounds of confidence iu the fiesh, and
bis -vorks of righteousness which lie had doue ; and none knows better
-what it costs to say with liim, what every one must say who, becomes a
Christian, 'I But what things were gain to me, these I counted loss for
christ."l

i eligious Tolrato. -But over against tlese hindrances to the prog-
ress of missions iu Siam and Laos there are some helps that do not exist, or
do not exist to the sarae extent, in other fields. And, first, there is entire re-
figions toleration, aud thatby law. The very prince -whose views were quoted
above began the interview in 'whici lie gave utterance to tliem by in.form.-
ing lis rnissionary cailers that lie had. just returned from, a visit te, lakawn,
a principal city of the Laos provinces, and that while there lie lad pur-
chased and now wished Vo present Vo the mission a site for a mission station
in that place. The same man a.terward paid te the writer as mission treas-
urer the sum of two thousand rupees, a gift £rom lis royal brother for the
purpose of erccting a dispensary iu this unie city of Lakawn ; and it was
just this encouragement and hielp from the higlest in the laud that led Vo
thec establishment there of what has since become -. :flourishing station,
with churches, scho#-'ls, and hospital. And this only illustrates wliat for

inny rears has been the attitude of the raling classes toward the efforts of
the missionaries on tleir educational and medical sides. There are few
incidents cf modern missions tînt more strikingly exhibit the provideutial,
guidance of God than the oft-told story -ivhidh reveals Vo us the fountain.-
bead <'f this tolerance in the influence of a missionary over the future Kling
of Siamn, then a refugee in a Buddhist monastery from tlie liatred ci a
usurper. It is because in 1845 Rev. Jesse Caswell became tutor to, Prince
Chow Ta Mongkut, tiat from the time of the latter's accession Vo the
ibrone, si% ycars Inter, the missionarics lave enjoyed increasing liberty
to preand and tendh, acquire property, open sehools and hospitals, and
maire couverts. The eue serions exception occurred in 1889, 'wheu the
then Ring of Chieng Mai (tlie mnost important of the Laos provinces) put
two native Christians te deatl. But the persecntor's band was stayed by
bis owa eleath, ana ini 1878 the King cf Siam issued bis proclamation of


