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Among the many-new and interesting missionary developments of
the present day, that -which is revealing itself among the Dutcb
farmers, or «'Boers," 1 as they are often called in Sout.h) Africa, is one
of the xnost remarkable and cheering. Their two hundred years or
life in that land have been years of a mbst xunique commrnngling0 of the
romantie with the real,-a life characterized for domestie simplicity:
wild adventure, independence, and a high regard for at least the
formns and observances of a sound Christin faith. They have ever
had a great love of liberty, been vigorously tenacious of their own
ricrhts; and yet have had a lirm belief, Ie lea3t miany of them, that,
the natives, the blackc people, wcvre divinely appointed te be the serv-
ants cf tlue white race. Out of ail this have~ corne many «border
wars, repeated collisions and conflicts wvith tlue English, and some-
times a hostile feeling towards Christian Missions, al! which lias led
many cf thema te, a most unsettledl, iiigratory wvay of living. But
now, at length, their ideas of liberty are taking on a more intelligent,
scriptural aspect; their fornîalismn giving place te spirituality, and their
feelings anud con duet towards the natives bèginning-to undergoahappy,
beneficent change. Tue spirit of that true and living faith -which their
pioncer fathers ca-..ried te that land, it, beginning te be revi-ved, and
one cf the mest important reasons they origina~l] 'y assigned for going
there and takingy Up their abode among or by the side of the natives
-te aid them in their religions -well-being-is begcinningt te bc honore(!
in the mission work they have already entered upon in their behaîf.
IDuring the tvo'centuries of their abode there, the Beers have haël
much te do towards developing and utfilizing the secular resources cf
the country, anld iii giving- shape te the social ana political affairs of ail1
Southu Africa. Their niolding, influence was neyer greater than it is
te-day, nor 'will lt fail te increase and extend as the yearg go on.
Their past career is fraught, with instruction, if net also with a-iduoni-
tion; their present trend wvit1u encouragement te -Ail truc friends of
law and religion. To ail who are interestcd in the ever-clianging for-
tu-ies of mcen, the différent phases of social life, and especially iii.
k1nowing scmething "f the nxany nighty forces; now. at wvork for the
spcedy redemption of that long neglected and riuch wronged land of
the Sun, -which bas corne te be called tlue IlParkc Continent," a brief
s'ketch of the early life, general character, and present promise of the
Dutch B3oers in South .Africa can hardly fail te, he instructive an«l
encontaging.r

When IDiaz discovered the southern angle of -Africa, 1486, and'
proposed te hie royal patron, John Il., of Portugal, te eýaI it <1the
stormy cape," the King said: IlNo; eall it C the Cape of Good Hope,"'
because of the promise it gives of uny finding in it a good. way to>
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