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dom, each f'oriin a grand trunk whose branches
sprend in ail directions. Along these routes the
in 1led bis loyai hosts to v'ictory. and returned

agrain ini trimpli bringing nîany a hutmbicd chief to
gyrace bis court and leain to (Io the bidding of biis
conqueror. Or whien bis~ sword ivas shecatlicd lic
mnade a peacefuil pro gresp in the intcrest of biis people;
mlingled Witbi themi i', their ivorship and nt their
feasts, and showcd iL, varions ways Iiis regarqid for
tbcm. Upon these roas, long before auy, postal
system wvas in use in Europe, the swvift-footed
Indian, muade swifter by a eareiul training for bis
svork, carried the dlecrees of bis royal master to thie
renuotest provinces; whilc th-, journey was so dis-
tribtctel a . th arrangements of the syster.n s0
,pcrfect, that dispatches werc transmitted at the rate
of one hundred and fifty wJIlss per day by a succes-
sion of these trusty imesseugy(.rs. Soule portions of
these old thorouighfares, rivaiiing iu durability the
Romnan ronds of Europ)e, stili remnain mid witnes2 to
the skiii and enterprise of their swarthy buiders.

Titecgoveriimieut of the Incas is a despotism,
miid and patriarchal in its unairacter, and the dis-
p)osition of thc emperor toward biis people parental;
but bis power over thein - .-s~ uurstricted, and bis
coutrol ren9ched even te the minutest concerns of
everyday life. Oue miîglit faucy that Julian Wcest,
inaIlLookinug Baekward," wheo closed bis e3-es i. the
abuses and social iuequalities of our time fo aw:îke
in the golden age that follews tweutiethi century
reforms, hand visited in his dreanis this old Peruvianl
empire in its palmy days, se elosely do Mie institu-
tions of that haicyon period resemble mauy of Uhe
customs that obtained under the sceptre of Uhc
children of thc sun. Hlere, the state controiled
everytbing, furnislied everything, and rcquired nothiugc
of Mic individuai but obedieuce and diligence. lits
dress was prcscrihed and providcd withoutt biis tastes
being consulteci. Thc roof that sheltercd bim miglit
bc raised by biis own baud, but bis fancy ind no
p)art lit designiug th;3 dwe]linug, for could lie by auy
ineans beconie its owner. At a certain acte lie was
required te marry, and if froin indifféreuceu or diffl-
dence lie had deferred choosing bis companion, thc
cereinony was not delayed but tVie ever-provident
exeentive muade Uhc choice for hlm. A bouse with,
aIl the reqisites for bousekeeping and a quaiîtity cf
lanîd wvas assigned huaii; buit every year bis little

Iiome-4tý:d, ini common witi aIl thc lends of tie
empire, reverted to tie state and a ncw distrib *on
followed, the amotnt assig-ned ecdl bouscholder ini
ce'ery case beariug a direct ratio to tie number of
individuals ini bis famiiy.

The existence of snobl relations between a people
and its rulers must dt' course dleitroy every incentive
to !iprovement that permanent possession gives, and
weaken every principle of self-reliance and persoual
ambition witiîout which there can be no truc pro-
gress. The Ica and his subjeets înight be compared
to, a great famiy iii whiclh thc cidren went throngli
tlhc wliole of life deprived of the riglîts of tiroir major-
îty. But if the inca'a subjects couc. not accumulate
a fortune, they Imd no fear of piuching poverty. J'
their landscurne lacked thc ornaînents of luxury, it
did Uot sugcs thc miseries of thc poor. if the
native fonnd the goveruiment unpleasantly inquisitive
in bis private expenidittur-, it was equally zealous to,
sce that by accident or misfortnne lic î' is not in
want. Tt wzis rcserved for tbis people to receive tbe,
answer to an aucient prayer without offering thre peti-
tions-the Peruvian could bave Ilneltber peverty
nor riches." Thie Incas brouiglit a systeni of geovern-
ment origYiially designed and apparently adaptcd only
te, their own smali commnnity te eperate succu!ssfully
amon-Y ail thre varions races ini tlîcir ga-at empire.

,yebj one they brougit tihe barbr-reius tribes about
them svitiîin the paie of civilization, irid succeeded lu
creating for ail under their saerced ensigan a degrec
of comfort and prosperîty unk-nown among any other
of the American nations. Titus far bad thc Incas
fulfilled what they elaimed to, bo their mission, wbeu
they were ini tura conuered by invaders wbio pro-
fessed to come, that they migbht make known a
greater God and show to them a brigliter ligh!.- than
tie burning orh they worshipped. The question bas
beeîî asked, IlWhich of the conquering nations was
thre truer to its trust ?" Surel. thc history of thec
subjeet peopies fnlly answers the enquiry. Sncb are a
few of Uic features of thlfý Irem.itkable civilization. A
civilizàtion Ceveloped by a people isolated î rom cvcry
nation tbat lad advanced beyond barbarisin, its in-
stitutions bear the stamp of originality and reveal
mnch genus ou the Part of its founders. Qne who
has closcly studied the s3-steni bas said: IlThe
defeets of tbis governînent wore those o? over-refine-

tuentin feiltin the Iast defeets to bave beencoke or etainly, lu the American aborigines."


