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b. Geiger, li bis ««Ursprung der Sprache," lias shown, with equal
force, and clearneas, that the greatdtigihn charaeteristio of
theseroots is influite variability. 1. shall endeavour> to illustrate this
faet by example's, drawn partly from bis work, ançi partly froxu other
SoUrces.

If any one will glance at a dictionary of Âryan roots, and the
incaniings attribu Led to thexu, lie tau scarçely. fait to be.strucL by the
fact that bore confusion seemsa to ho the orýder of the day; that, in
fact, the state of primitive langug CDwos e pa iliGie,

te Ovid's description of Chaos:
"Prima fuit rerom contusa sine ordine. moles
LTnaque crant facies, sidera, terra, freturn.'

This confusion arose from two causes: - st, that one and the saine
root was used to name totally different actions or objects, sometimes
entirely unconnected witb, sometimes renotely akin to each other;
and 2nd, that the saute action or abject -was indicatea by a number
of different roots; so that, iii resity, atty combination of sounds
miglit be used to indicate any action or object, and conversely the
saine objeot or action miglit bo indicated, by any nitmber of different
coinbînations of senuuds.t

The examplos iluistrative of these variations may. ho arraugCd. under
the following four categories :

I. Variations of meaning in roots identical,in sound.:
1-1. Variations of meaning, lidfeet words derived froin the

saine root, or front. diffoèrent rocts iidentical. in nieanmng.
III. Výariations of meaning li the saine word à itnuse

rena reet).
IV. Various reetz or werds exprossing the saine idea.

I..-VAItxA-rios OF MUŽSr.ýo IN Roors IDENTICAL Ix Sou."..
On réferring te Le beyeýa Ikxco of Iudogermanic Roots (the

partial Italiaxi translation is tlie only shapD in -whicli the work is
accessible ta mel), 1 find that of the tirst iMty-iour roots (beginning
with the simpl.est in form) exactly one-hali have two or more Inanings
assigned te themu. 0f these twenty-seven, fifteon have double niesu-

'Op. cU., P. 153.

tr lbO, p. $9, et seqq.
SCornpendio di Grm. Camp. d. antico, Ie<lianq, Greco cd Itaico di A. Sebleicher, e Le-,sien

1 i. dic i ndo-1t.a o-rchen ai L, Mecyer, reeati in italiino da D, Pczzi Toriiio e Firenze, 1869.


