
l'HE POna OP OeSIA.

th composa * Il histories concerning wsrrioxs and cbampious anid
FÙ)g"al the son of Cumbali with his herocs?." P

ý"Dunbar likewvise makes, referonce te Fyn lirakowli and Goro Mae-

The Dean of Lismore's B3ock centains a strong refutaticbu of the
objections wvhich have been raisedl egainsb Ossian. The contents of
this book -were published in 18(61. The poems contained in it 'wera
gathered by James MacGregor, Dean of Iismnorc, 'who died about
the year 1551. Thiis -book is, therefore, more than three hundxed
yeurs old; and a great portion of it may be assigeed ta as carly a
date as 1512. It contains 'eunty-eight Ossianie poems, Mxtonding te
two thousand five hundred linos. It is »aow i» the Advocate'a
Library, Edinburgh. It was decipbered by the Ro@v. Dr. Mac-
LAuehlin. In the intercsting proface which ho prepared, Mr. SkGe
remarks: "Thie Dean'a Mg. bas a, double value, philological and
literary, and is caleulated te throiv light both on the language and
the literature of the Highlands of Scotland. lIt has a philological1
value, because its pecufiar orthography presonts the language at thre
tisie in, its aspect and character as a spoken language, and enables us
te ascertain whether maxiy of the peculiarities whieh now distinguili
it were in existence three hundxed years ag;and it lins a literary
value, because it contains poems attributed te Ossian, and te other
poets prier te the sixteeutb century, whieh are net te bc found
elsewhiere; and thus presente te us specimens of the traditional
poet-cy current in the Ilighlandsprier te that period, which are abo're
suspic ion, having beau collected upwards of tbree, hundred years ago,
and beforô any centroversy on the subject had arison.* lIt tlius
appears, that apart from thre evidexice furnislied hy MaePherson,
other writers place the existence of peems belonging te thre age of
Ossian beyond a doubt.

It is perhaps difficuit now te forta an estirnate of the retentiveneas
which, under particular cultivation, thre iùemoryis -capable of acquir-

«,g Claseical writers selate how, in a nfianner which to us acu
almeat'ineredible, the mory bas been knOW11 te pÉSseSS an am zn-,
power. We learn frein Coesar that the Druids of Britain obtained
marvellous!success-in this respect. Owing te causes which te thein-
selves were, ot great consequence, they preferred this veqy diligent
ûxeircise of the memory. The langvagao o Cmusar net only indicates


