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Canada at 25 cents for large skins
and 15 cents for small.  To-day
sutumn muskrat skins are bringing
i Quebee from $3.25 each for
current_collections to $4.50 each
for the best rat skins,

Fashion is responsible for these
high prices. Muskrat, when plucked
and dyed, becomes Hudson seal.
The demand has reached a point
where there is danger of the ex-
termination of this furbearer and,
in Ontario, it can only be taken
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The extent of any fire in & pro-
tected community depends in large
measure upon the promptness with
which the fire-extinguishing appli-
ances are brought into operation,
The fire alarm system of a eity or
town ought, therefore, to be as
nearly perfeet as money and skill
an make it. A deficient fire slarm
system  constitutes a neral
hazard, It may be tolerated when
reconstruction  would involve a
besvy outlay, but a mmmnn'ily:
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WATERWORKS FOR SMALL TOWNS

benefits of a public waterworks
While )
only the larger cities could afford
waterworks systems, modern pro-
gress has extended this privilege to
the smaller towns and villages.
The advantages of a ecommon
water supply with the convenience

against individual supply, need
scarcely be pointed out,
sanitary, convenient, cheaper in

the fire hazard.
measured in dollars and cents in
the reduction on insurance costs
and consequent increase in value

of the entire town being destroyed

That waterworks installations
are not restricted to the large
centres is plainly des
our own country,
larger provinces, Ontario and
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Lumber Industries

Employ Most Labour
Manufacturing Group
Payroll h"l-)acﬂly

Forests for Raw

The importane
industry in the eco
Canada is strikingly
recent bulletin of the Dominion
Bureau of Statisties. Among the
great manufacturing groups, the
lumber industry holds fourth place
in point of production, first place
in furnishing employment, and
first place in total payments for
{ labour.
The
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life of

000,000, and a wage and salury list
aggregating about 57,000 people
with payments amounting to noar-
Iy $40,000,000. The total value
of the output for the vear is plaeed
at 115884 905, This figure in-
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st mo s . Three minutes
wixi iary [l after a fire has broken out a pail of
pp be sufficient
w v ter. M o ~ubdue ten minutes'

2,000 population
half of these have a population
under 1,000.—L. G. Denis,

of
or less, and nearly

WINTER FIRE PROTECTION

Winter fires in barns, stables or
outhou-.m usually eaused by
explosion
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This plant,
which is the only one of its kind on
the Pacific coust, has been two
years in construetion and is now

Coal for the 32 ovens is supplied
from mines on Vancouver Island,
from which steady shipments have
been made to the northern smelter
town for some time past.
coke produced is said to be of excel-
lent quality and approximates 65
per cent of the total weight of
About 500 tons
re produced daily.
-products recovered per
ton of coal are: gas, 11,500 eu. ft.;
tar, 10 gals.; sulphate of ammonia,
21 Ibs.; light oil, 3 gals.; benzol,
1 gals.; toluol, - 40 gals. ; solvent
naphthalene, 30 gals.; erude naph-
thalene, 4 Ibs. The coal tar will be
shipped to Vancouver to be frac-
tioned into pitch and ereosote.  All
these products will find a ready
market in Canada and the Pacifie

LONDON FUR AUCTIONS

The price trend at recent London
fur auctions has shown remarkable
increases in the cheaper furs, such
as muskrat, wolf, badger, kitt fox,
Even dressed dog and house

is thus a marked tendency to widen
the market for furs to use species

continues, the now well
i O ian industry of
fur farming, *hould receive a further
extension and a new impetus,

The money value of a man
includes the cost of his upkeep and
ducation from his birth till he
becomes self-supporting. He then
becomes an asset instead of a

This demonstrates the economie

cludes the value of lumber, luth,
shingles, pulpwood and miseellane-
| ous products,

In value of production during
1917, the leading place was oceu-
pied by British Columbia, with
Ontario, Quebee, New Brunswick,
Nova Seotia, Saskatehewan, Muni-
toba, Alberta and Prince Edward
Island following in the order
named.

In the amount of lumber cut,
though not in its value, British
Columbia has displaced Ontario s
the ’m-mi«r provinee.  The eut for
the former for 1917 was 1-2 billion
board feet, and ior the latter 11
billion.  Increasing ascendanc: of
British Columbia in this respect
may be expected, since that prov-
¢ contains approximately half
the merchantable saw timber of
the Dominion,
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It should be noted that the
white ,i ne eut of Ontario has
diminished very msiderably, due

to depletion of virgin supplies, und
that an increasing percentage of
the spruce timber is going into the
manufacture of pulp und paper,
rather than lumber. Further,
while extensive lumbering in Bri-
tish Columbia is of compuratively
recent development, it has hee
going on in Ontario sinee o very
early r-rimi‘ with sequent
heavy destruction due to fires and
the absence of restrictions upon
logging methods caleulated to leave
cut-over areas in a productive
condition,

The forests of British Columbia,
like those of Quebee and New
Brunswick, are administered by
the Provincial Forest Service, s
technical organization of trained
foresters.  This development has
not yet taken place in Ontario,
though representations have been
made to the Provineial Govern-
ment in that connection,

In Nova Scotia the appointment
of a technically trained Provineial
Forester is under consideration.
The importance of handling our
forest areas from the viewpoint of
r‘ﬂnnnem production, rather than
or immediate profit only, is be-

There
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coming increasingly recognized.
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The area under cultivation of
fibre flax in Ontario in 1919 was
about 20,000 acres,




