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others. The gain of churches-,261
-does flot speak of declîne ln por>ular
interest. The infereace often dravi
from reports of church attendance,
that the clîurch service Is losing its
attractiveness for the people, is hardly
borne out by the fact of continucd
enterprise ln building houses of wor-
ship. Many of the new structures are
finer and costiier than those they re-
plaee. lRarely or never does Dne lear
of congregations building- cheaper cdi-
fices for the salie of eeonomy, or
smaller edifices because of decreasing
attendance. Every year the enormous
value represented by church property
increases. If tie heart of the people
is flot ln the Church, 'who do they put
their treasure there ?-Christian Ad-
vocate.

TuF: CLqNTL7lY Or 'MISSIOS.
Here are a few o! the more import-

ant figures, says The Independent :
Societies engaged in Foreign 'Missions,

58;income, $20,079,698 ; mission-
aries, 18,682 ; native workers, 79,396;
,,tations occupied, 30,536 ; clîu..rehes,
14,364 ; communicants, 1,550,729;
Christian community, 4,523,564. There
are 94 universities and colleges, with
3}5,539 pupils ; theological and train-
ing schools, 375, with 11,965 pupils;, ln-
dustriai schools, 179, with 9,074 pupils;
eiementary sehools, 18,742, with 904,-
.142 pupils, showing a total of 20,458
schools and 1,0.51,466 schoiars. The
mission pr-esses and publishing liouses
number 159, and there are 379 maga-
zines and papers, with a circulation
of over 250,000 copies. The medical
record shows il1 physicians, 379 lias-
pitals, 783 dispensaries, and 2,347,780
patients. When we corne to the gen-
eral reformatory work the figures are
smallcr. but no lesýs significant ; 247
orphanages, 100 leper homes ; 30
schools for the blind and for dca!
mnutes ; 156 refuges for the victims
of vice, opium, the insane, etc.; 118
societies for social reform, etc.

Tiia ST. Louis CAMPAIG;N.

Rev. G. Campbell Morgan lias de-
cided not to undernalie the special
evange]istic canipaign at St. Louis in
connection witb the World's Fair, as
was formerly intimated. This is due
flot ta lacki of interest, but to a friendly
disagreement. At the final arrange--
nients, Ivr. Campbell discovered that
thc committee wished ta confine the
work to thc chiurches, while lie de-
sired a great auditorium to be erected
at some central point. Thc commit-

tee aiso expected lîim ta undertalie the
responsibfllty of raising the $100).000
essential as a solid basis of thc wvorli.
H-e was unwilling to thus dIo tic
preaching and serve tables at the
sanie tinie.

Thc St. Louis comnnittee wili, how-
ever, carry on the eampaiga under
another leader or leaders. It will
iieed a large financial outlay, and the
strongest mcen the iulpit affords, to
cope with the forces of cvii that will
be rampant ln tlîat city for thc six,
mnonths of the fair.

TUEr AMBiITIONS.l O)F TUE VAT10AN.

The beginning of a acw reign in the
Vatican lias naturally directcd the
eyes a! the world to that ciutching
after temporal power and temporal
things that lias ever marred and
materialized the Roman Catholie
Church. The reason for sclf-im-
prisonmient in the Vatican, as asserted
by the last two popes, is that as huma-
affairs are constituted, the preserva-
tion of their temporal indcpcndency is
nleccssary to the free and full exercisie
0f their spiritual authority.

But the result of a temporal sway
even ia Rome itself wouid be more
serious than miglit at first sight be
supposed. If sucli a temporal power
exlsted it would be in a position to
meddle -with evcry goverament on
c-arth. As a temporal kingdom it
could demand recoguition that it would
be difficult to refuse. Its representa-
tive would takie his seat with the other
diplomatie representatives in London,
Washingon, and cvery other capital.
The ideal of Romran Catholicismn
would be " a Rame purged," as thcy
would caîl it, of cvery trace of Protest-
ant sccts. Bu- we rejoice that in the
verY shadow of the Vatican the voice
0f McNlthodism is heard unto salvation.
A Churcli, lu so far as it would prop
itself on temporal things, must needs
sec its support crumble.

A JOINT HY-MNA.L IN J.AlAN.
The first edition of the new Japanese

hymn-book goes on sale this month.
For the past three ycars a commission
representing Methodists, Prcsbyter-
!ans, Congrcgationalists, Baptists, and
Disciples lias been at worlc preparing
a joint hymn-booki whicli may be tîsed
by these various denorninations. The
new book contains 450 hymns and is
bcing issued from the Methodist Mis-
sion Press and a Japanese press in.
Yokohama.
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