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WHATS THE MATTER
WITH PROTECTION

Something seems to have gone wrong
somewhere with the protective poliey
in the United States. After all thio
prosperity that was to foliow the
adoption of the new Dingley tariff, it
scems strange. to read about reduc-
tions being mezde fn wages in the groat
mapufacturing centres like Fall River,
with talk of other cuts likely to
{ollow. Better have a royal com-
mis:ion, or whatever they would call
sucl: an institution In the United
States, to sec what is the matter with
rrotection. There certainly must bo
a# screw Joosc somewliere about the
machine,

.

TALKING NONSENSE

Tde ill-tempered and tureasovablo
articte in the last Northwest Muaga~
zino, of St. Pauj, Miunesota, upon the
=eul question, is quite unworthy of that
publication.  Usually this periodical
has been fairly lberal in its treat-
went of questions relatig to Canada.
The publisher has devoted cousiderablo
attention in the past to Western Can-
ads and bas no doubt found the tield
Lero a profitable one wherein to op-
crate. When the Northwest Magazine
agaln sends a. representative this way,

with tho object of worklng up busi--

ness for the publication, and iuciden-

.
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tally saying something about our ro-
sources, 1t shiould be given a enol re-
ception. Weo can stagud fair eriticism,
but euch rubbish as that talked Ly
the journal in questlon upon tho seal
question, couched in such unnecessar-
ily Insulling language, should bho re-
scntod by everyone who lmg any feel-
ing 9( patriotism. '

It would not be worth whlle * at-
tempting to refute the absurd argu-
ments, or rather, statements, made by
the Northwost Magazine regarding the
ownership of tho seals by ‘the United
States, Its article altogether was of
the gutter-snipe order, such s miczht
bho expected from some firo-eating edi-
tor, whose principle ahm in life was to
Inflame popular passions, create false
impresstons and perpetuste. prejudice
and hatred,

RECLAIMING SWAMP
LANDS

It is good news to learn that the
Manitoba Government is about to be-
gl a vigorous move in the direction
of reclaiming the swamp lands of Mau-
ftoba. Work was begun the past
year at the large St. Androw's marsh,
north of Winnipeg, which was a, very
good start. Now we are told the
large Boyne swamp, ezt of Carman,
Is to Lo reclaimed. The Elm Creek
swamp, northwast of Carman, will
also, It s said, Lo drained. ‘There aro
other lorge swatnpz, particulavly cast
of the Red river, which will no doubs
bo tackled fn due time. It I8 well that
the government recoghizis thie jieces-
s.by of o, cocmprehensive system  of
drainngoe for eastern Manitoba. Thero
are large arcas of she very richest
lond in the provinece that cun be re-
clajmey and rendered suitable for cul-
t.vation by a prouver systeim of drain-
ago, while large tracts of land now
cecupied will be rendercd wore valu
2blo ano more eusy of cultuvation by
the dra,ns which will be constructed.
The Winnipeg board of trade las in
times past endeavored to bave tho
question of drajmage taken up iore

uctively, and the stops now  being,
-taken will no doubt meet with general

approval.  There is no scarcity of
land in Manitoba, At the same time
tho reclaiming of these lands wil adad
to tho prosperity and weualth of the
country, by rendering large wreas of
1and in accos:ible districts 1it for cul-
tivation. Tho expenditure in drain-
s tho lapds will be repatd by the
sale ol the lands at the cnhanced
vajues whicl will attach to them alter
the improvements are comploted.

CANADIAN FLOUR FOR
JAPAN

It is reported from, Ottawa, that the
Cunadian trade commis:ioner to Japan
has succeeded in securings an order for
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a couple of thousand half sacks of
Canndlan flour. Tho report further
says that o profitablo trade might be
dono with Japan in flour. The Com-
morefai Is a lttle dublous us to the
ojenhLg for Manitoba flour in Japaun.
Qur millers are enterpri.ing and they.
years ago investigated the prospects
of dong a profitable trade with Ja-
ran and China, Occasionn] emall
shipments hayve been mado to the
trans-Paofic ports of tho countries
nsaned, but tlie tradeo has noever assum~
ed any great importance. The con-
ditions and prospects of the trade were
thoroughly understood by our leading
naitlers long beforo the Canadian gov-
crunent. sent an agent to Japan. .

Tho whcat and flour producing dis-
tricts of tho Iacific coast states, can
under ordinary circumstances far out-
L.d Manitoba, 1n competing for the
Jupuun and China trade. Wheat is
purchased from the farmers of Wash-
ington avd Oregon states at jower
prices than is paid in Manitoba, aud
it i& turned into flour by wmills at Port-
jand and other coast points. Maui-
toba flour, whiehh would be  subject
to o long roilway haul to reach zhe
Yacific, could not compete with the
product of the Pacific coast miils,
especialiy when {t {5 considered that
ihe raw material s usually purchased
by Paclilc coast miliers at considerally
icwer prices than rule in Aanitoba.
While vecasional jots of Manitoba flour
mey bo worked for the China and Jar-
past trado, we canuot see any reason
to become enthusiastic over the pros-
pevts of that trade at prezeat.

IMPERIAL POSTAGE
RATES

The announcement that the I[mpe-
rial government had requested the
Canadinn governmend to postpone tha
proposal to put a  three-cent letter
rate into effect, on letters for the
United Kingdow and the colonies, has
caused o good deal of comment ut the
expense of Postmaster-General Ma-
loek. Some of thie papers talk abous
Mr. Mulock having exceeded his pu-
thority, and of his having been “called
down' by the imperinl authorities. AMfr.
AMulock may have exceeded his author-
ity, btut he has excoeded it in a way
which is likely to bring about tho de-
airad resuit. Mhe way to secure im-
portant results Is not to propose, but
to act. Tls was shown by the red
sult of the preferential tariff enact-
went, We might have gone on for
years proposing preferential tariffs
and requesting the imperial govern-
ment to rovise the obnoxlous most fa-
vored nation treatics, as we have done
in tho past, without avail. When ac-
tion was dectded upon and the prefer-~
ential taxriff was passed, regardless of
other circumstances, the desired re-

sult was quickly attained in tho nt.-
regation of the treaties.



