
SUPPLEMENT TO THLE COMMERCIAL.

the intcrcsts involvC(l, Sir William itinouileei that the
uxatter of a red(uctiuii ini gra. linfmcgî rates l1î1d been
fully eonsiderecd by the' direct, qrs ai' the ( Xitlila l>aceitie
Railiway ('anipamiy, anîd tîmeir (lcCisim>i fias titat no0 re-
ductian coud ic, imde.

The Dominion Gjovcrîmnciit, in answer ta petitions
fromn Hianitoba, appainted a ( 'înmission fran the oc-
partinent of Itailways antl aîmals, ta sit fit points in
Manmitoba and the Nai'tliwest Territories and receive
evidence, pi-rentcd by the I rovinici.mil and Territorial
(loverniinents, amti aýsociations or iimîiviidîials, regarding
fmeglt rate3 chiarged by the t anadian l 'acidie Rail
ivay Comnpany. Cisideî'able tinie elapsed bcfore Mie
C mnînisiomîcrzi w'ere appoinitid, and it %vas flot until
Navember that flieir naines wcm'u made public. The
Coînmissioners arn î'ed !i Winîn ipeg %vi thuat any public
notice having beeî given tlîat thcy wcre coining, and
causctîuently, persans 'w'lî dcsired ta appear before
thein \VCVQ not preparcd uîuncediateiy ta subînit thecir
evidence. Tlie Board, etaopcrating withi the Provincial
Govcrniment, ai'iang-ed virt> th e t 'oiinnis-. *iers, at tie
tirst formnai meeting held, that thcv s)îould return ta
Winnipeg fit al siilisequent date ta reccive the stte-
ments dcsi red ta lie gi ven bY thc (iavrrnîncent anid this
Board. After visiting i' ra ro% iiail towils and
villages, wlmere, ini cases, î crv short notice îvas givenl
the residenti of ai ieir inteiled bettings, i th 'anuisb-
sioners returncd ta Wiinnîpcg an te l3th 1)ecember,
ind Mr. .1. IL. Aslidoivn, t hairinan aof vour Vonîmmittee
appointed tu look alter this matter, prcscnîced a Cull
stateinent of die vicws of the B >amd, acconîpaitîcd by an
extensive sei'ies o'f tales of' frviglmt rates conîiparisons,
per-centag-ýe exihiits, and coîmcents tiiercunl, shawing
clcam'ly that the Canadian l'acilic Railway rates on iluis
Western Division arc largely in excesý, of those prevail
imn- on thieir l"'îsterni Divisio<ns and utiier roads.

The Ilon. Mackenzie Bowell, Minister af Trade and
Commîerce, lm'ing tt'lcgi'aipl-ed askimîg timat the Board
uvould give Mr. .1. S Laite, ('anadian Coininissioner ta

* Austr~~1an au pportunity aof addrcssing tlîenu, a gen-
e -ilii meting was cau cd foir the :îtli Dccexnbr, whien
Mr. 1,,rBIe explained the abject of' lus mission ta Atus-
tralia and consulted w îUî thobe present on prospective

* trade bctîveen Canada and the Australian Colonies.
ThUe conclusio'n am'ivcdl at was that at present no trade,
af consequence, couldt bc carried on Uetween Manitaba
aud Australia.

Ni t",u' TTERS.

* 'l'lie Ilon N. Clark Wallaee, Cunîptroller aof Customs,
met yaur Counceil on the ltix Deccznbcr for thc eonsid-
vration afi' nuiniber aof matten5 eannctmed wîîih Castoms
rcrulatiqns at this part, wvhich tie ('ouneil laid bMère
lmi in detal, with the resuit tmîat the C oînptrollcr
promniscd ta arrange if' possible that the ('tstobis ollices
sliould Uc mnoved fs'oîu the pî'cscnt inconvenient situa-
tion to the Post Office building. lie stated that lie
Uad consideî'cd tie i-cprcs;eii-itionis before made by
your Council rcgarding tiis nulatter. andi Uad alnlosr

Volpleedarranigvxucnis mihireb the Laud U'omnnis-
sioie's taf iit Uc reinoved ta tMe pmescnt Cils-

toins offices and their , ooins utilizcd by the (?ustomns
Dcpartinent.

The unatter aof tbe detentiou of a forcigni consiq munent
by the ufficers until any packages sclected by the
Appraiser were r eturned ta tie railroad warehiousc,

'ivrs siubimittcd tu tlle C ' bilptrol lei-, and ieU assiui'ct the
(1ouncil that lie îvotl<I at onice give inistruetîiins ta min1
Ineduately deliv'cr Uhc ba ie t a Vounsîgiil lIlt wlcîu
Uhe Appraiser Uiad clîaseii bucl packages as lie rcquircil
foir ex:tiniationi.

Th'Ie iîucomvemience and dclay experiemicta byU iimpacit-
crs in Uaving tlieir postal l'at kages reinoved frouu the
Plost Office ta thme distant offices at thîe t ustins hanlse,
%vas represemtcd ta tie Ilon. Mr'. Walhae, anmd lic agti'ecdl
ta plave an officer in a volivenilit plaicc Ili tile l'ust t flhce
building to delivm' packages direet tu ixuparters an the
postal emtry being umade thcervof,

Soine Iluimar dletails regardinig (tolsî< '1 rgulaîtions
at this part %Wem' albo ý,atsfaîetuIl y îîagd

Reprcseuutatîons liaving been inatiu ta %< anc i touncil
that Uhe duty îîuposed oum nîost daiî'y utenils and
machiner y was at Ille rate of 2V, lier cent, wîhile the
rate levied ont otet, îgiclurul achimîer \ siuch as
maoweu's and reapci's. etc., wits 2j lir cent., ali tUnit it
wvould Uc of great lienclit ta thei dair v ftiners i
Manitoba if the (1111 on tîmeir nîacliîeî' wab rveduccîl.
thîe natter w-as brauglit ta the aîttetimm i of' tu
tains I eîaarîuncîlit aid a request madtît ar a change Ini
the rate ai' luty be made TUe( matcm' is nu%%, umîdei
consideratian.

A lam'ge flmberci of petitions, siglied lbv mnanv lc'l
sans u'esideîut along the li-mes of the \nm'tliet-ii l'acii
Railway lu aN.tiitobm, vem'e forwarded ta the' Board
wîth a reljuest dit the p'a'e' af the petitiolis, fai'
iipî'ovcd postal service betiveen points in thme United
States anid points ai'ng the hles ao' the Northm'n
Pacîlie Maîlway, shanld bc endarsýýed Uv the lino<u'd anîd
thme Inattel' urgcd on the attention of tuel>omastr
Gcene'al. Afîcu' consideration vanu' Coanneil accedced ta
the i'equest andi the Patatî'(onra seiiuinm-
cated %vith anti meplied tîmat lie is giving the snlaject
attention.

nENEIlAL ATI.

TUie .-eneî'al cam'respmudcmîice ai the Board f<>r the year
covcred a 'vide ramnge of' sulhý1vcts such as. Customuis and
î'atilî'oaç taî'ilrs, Exhibits of Manitoba pm'oducts mn dilier-
cnt places, Prospects of st'îîting iindustries iii Wînni
peg, Statisties on1 manv% ilnatters coîmîeceted îî'hlî Manitoba
amnd Winnipeg, Amalysiýs aofiiuio: gra~in, Rcd River
iînprovcmient, Formation ai' Bards of' Tî'adc, Grain
Standards, the Mamnitoba clevator systcmn, I"lax cmulture,
Lands ad.jacent ta io pg etc.

VISIT OF TiIE loN. Il. REID.

lIn Mav the ('ouneit extendt'd in invitation to thte
îuienîhcî's ai thîe Board anid the public generally ta
attend a meeting in the Canadian Pac'ifie ailway
station roarns, kindly plaeed, at aur disposai by 'Mr.
Robert Keîrr, ot the occasion af thp visit ta Winnipeg ot
the hlou. IL Reid, Mînister ai iefence, ai' Victor'iam,
Australia. 'Ile bon gentleman 'rd'seha lar'ge gath
ering an tie subject af trade Uetncai Canada and
the Austî'aliau Colonies and mnuch intercst ivas nuani-
fested in the points advanced by hlmi.

BSANQUET Ta N'ISITINt, 5TATIESMf.%1N

On the 23rd .Tune a banquet wvas tendered ta the
Australian delegates ta the Colonial Conference hieid at


