
MARI, 8-6TH CANAflZýIDA -L4MBMvLAW~

of species was% simll and il iiighit flot be %vortlî
wvhile to forni tiieni into a separate division ranh-
ing wvitlî the the Other groulls.

Front thc abo% e facts wve are flot surpriscd to
firnd that the trees of «fily district constitute a
good indication of its clinmate. Indecd, thecy are
a far better guide thail long table., of mleteorologi-
cal obser% ations. Locally, thley also give us
soie indication of the nature of the soit, but this
is of ver>' lîmîited application and mlay be mis-
lcading. For example, a fine inapte anîd beecli
force, wlîicli usually indicates good land, ofteîî
grow~s aniong boulders, or on flat limcistoile
rocks ; and, on the other liand, we have the
finest lands iin the w~est wvlierc there are no
inaples or bechles, nor indccd trees of any kind.

The lecturer next rcfcrred to the splendid
l'orest.- %viliciî fornicrl> covercd tie lake peninstila
of Upper Canada, whlere, on aliniost ainy farin lot
of rnoc or 200 acres, beforc it wvas clcarcd, one
mlighit cotint fifty or miore species of nativ~e trues.
Tisk Canada of ours uised to be contemiptuotusly
called a Il wooden counitry," and the trees were
looked tiponl as the enemies of the settler, but il
did flot recluire miai> > cars to change ail duit,
and ilow the splendid trees of valuable timiber
wilîi were so indiscrinîinately and recklessly
destro>ed, if they liad beeni spared, ~otild lie
wvorth more than the land itself to-day.

As yet nio steps %vorth mientioning hiad beeni
taken iii Canada to replant trees or to c.,lti%,'ate
forests. li fact, wc are only beginning; to try
to prevent wvaste in lumbLring, or even the necci-
lcss mwholesale destruction of forests iiy lires.
Tliere wverc, howcver, ires of a certain kind, es-
pecially iii our extensive niorthlerni fotestse over
whicli we liad but littie control, îîaniely, Iliose
caused liv lighîtning, and wvhichi %vere described as
a natura1 phienonmenon thiat hiad existed froni tinie

iiiiiiemiorial, or-ever silice there were forests at
aIl. Somne of the trucs theeniselves afforded proof
of this. During the dry season, w~heîî a ire
starts in the northcril conifcrous forest, it often
burns withi extraordinary rapidity, destroying
the timiber of a district miore thani one hutndrcd
iles iii diaineter in less ttn a day. The greater

part of thiese northeril forests hiad been burin at
one pcriod or another. A year or two after suchi
a lire lias passeui over, yoting trees begin to
growv, and at the end of a century the grouind is
again covered by a respectable growth, and iîî

the course of another huidrcd years the trucs
are as large as those whichi had heert destroycd.
lit any large district in the northerii Noodlands,
patches of «"1second growths I of different ages,
as wvell as niewly burnt tracts, may be seenl-soine
quite young, sonme liaîf grownl, and others ap-
parently of miature age. The old woods are
somietimes callcd the original forest, but tliere is
no certainty dhat any part lias cscaped the ire at
sonie period. Taken as a wviole, the ilortlîern
forest region niay perhiaps consist of onie-thiird
frcsli or nearly fresti brie' and brush-wood
tinder teri years of acre, one-third of second
gIrowtlhs, froni ten to one hiundrcd ycars old, and
oîîe-tlîird of trocs over tîîis age, or old timiber.
It soiletities hiappenls tliat thîe différent areis
wliicli hiave heeti burnt at various timies are flot
very large, and in sucli a region, thîe country, if
viewed froni a mouintain top, lias a Il patchy
appearance, as thîe v'arious second growtlis look
difféerent froni eachi othier, acc-diîîg to tlîeir
ages. By observing carefully alh lic stages of

growth of tliese necw fore.sts, m e ima: perceîi e
w~hîy the trun "s of ilhe conifers are tall aîd nearl:
free froti branches. At first the rapidly growing
uleciduotis trucs, sucli as the polilars, alders, wil-
Iowîs anîd birclies, coî%er the grournîd anîd coiîceal
the slowcr grou~ iîîg conifers. But lifter a tinie
these liegin ta show thecir tops aboic thie former
ili inicrcasing numllbers, and the> gradually gain
the asccndency. MNeaîtiîiiie the less fa% ored or
less vigorotis of thîe poplhrs, birclies, etc., (lie off

-iildsalipear, and by the tinie the rcmnaitidcr of
thlis class liaN e becomie olU, the cornîjiers ha.t e

o~ rshdo~ cdthleni, and the> mlostlN duca% anid
faîl clown, and the forest lias idowv got back tb
the cornditioni we startcd with wliecn the lire oc-
currcd. Thîis is niaturels rotationi of crolis of
trees. Further south, forest lires arc more rare,
.mld thae pilles take the pilace of thie northerti cornu-
fers ; and othier trucs, îuc1 als the o-aks, tuec
miaples, lueccli, basswood, cllii, etc., replace thîe
îiortlierii dcciduouis trees, and the growtli of a
nlew~ forest is slowvcr, but iii the end the resuilt ik
gellerally the sanie, nalnuely, ani alternatian of
conliferous and deciduotis forests. Sotiietifies, %% e
Ilîa,ý a periantient Il nixed %voods II anîd iii otlier

large tracts thie grotind is alwîaN s occu1 îied by
clecidtfous trecs aloîic, and iii such regionb fore.st
lires sle%'cr odelir, exccpt %whcrc the soif ks iur

anTd thîe vegetalîle iould lighit anid dr%, as au thîe
m1anitoulin islaiîds.

*Flic lcctîîrer zîe\t bpoke of the commeiîrciaul
vailue ofour f<îrcsts. Altilougli we Ilad alrcady
Iost nîutcli b> thie ill-advised destruction of our
clîo'iccst kinds ol tiniber iin tic hast> cIcaring of
thie land in Soutlîern Ontario, and althliugli tliere
liad also bejil nîucli waste of wh'lite aîid red piile
in this and thîe otlier pro. itces, still aur forcst
resources muvre imntse, and tliey slîould be
butter looked after ii the future, 1le wvas a
nuieniber of a commiiittce appointed by thie Royal
Society to urge tlîis mialter uipon thîe Domîinion
Goveruînicent. Thle principal difliculty wvas the
wvant of the imîans to enforce ant>, good laws or
regulations vhîichi iiay be enacted. Thie Do-
ininion and Provinicial Govcrnileîiîs slîauld pro-
vide niore power for carr> ing out thîe law. A
fewv ycars ago aur %,ast nlortlierni forests %%cru flot
Ir al> tlîouglit ta lime an> salue, and ticir
destruction 'vas nlot conbidered ta be of.,I an>
consequence. But nlo% duiat spruce anîd biniilar
wood is bccoilîing valtuable for paper-miakiîg,
wve perceive one of thie nan> pîossible tises af
tllese inexhatistible forcsts iii the future. Not
rnany years. ago a vague idea was pre%:aletît iii

Caaathat the x0iite and redt pine ý.,îtunded in-
dcfiîitely to the nortli, the wvcst atid thec cast.
But frotîî actual exploration we now knlow that
tiiese trucs are conliparativcly soutliern ini tlieir

habit, and that îliey have a very limiitcd range
cornpared w'ithi maist of our otlier conifers.

Thli transparancies wvlicli wvere tlirowl t'ponl
the screen whiite Dr. Bell wvas delivcrisig Iii5 lec-
ttre, illustrated thîe difféerent îîliases of aur forest
growths. Tlese phiotograplîs were frontî slides
by thec lecturer liîîself, and b>' tva> of contrast,
vicevs were slioivi of thie prairies of thîe wcst and
of thec barren lands of thîe north. He also
sîowved by inians of latiterti slides lus photo-
graplîs of typical examiples of inost of our trucs
as tliey 'grow iii thie forcets, wlierc thîev have a
ver>' different appearanice from tliose grawn iii
tle open. ut liad been no casy niatter for Dr.
Bell to obtain tile.es pliotographîs, as thec trucs,

aCter lîavrnig attanîcul tlictr growti iii thîe tlîick
woods, requiretl to be exposed iii suca a tva> as
to enable linii bo pliotograpili tlienii.

Our illustrations arc troim twvo af Dr. 13ell's
pliotograpis. tOne reliresents the black sprticc
woods lîcar the Albanviý iver, wlîicli fornis the
îîortlierl iouindary ai* O.ntario, anîd t ', otlier
Wh'lite pilles o11 a lake tîeaî' Stuirgeoini riv'er, fi the
district af Nipissing.

HON. CLIFFORD SIFTON,

I ION. Cliflord Siftoti, Attorîiiev-(ierali anîd
P>rovinîcial Lanids Conînîiissioliel' for Manxitobia, is
a native ai Ontario, liaving lîcri liorii iii Lonidon
Irowî,shii, m iddlcsex Couit>, vil thie i oll of
Mardi, 1861î. Ilis piarenîts, \vlio are still living
anid reside iii Winnipîeg, are I Iaîî. Joliîî \. Sif-
t0h, fortilcrly spieaker of the Manitoba Legisla-
titre, and ICate Siftoîî, w~hose iîaiden iaie Was
\ Vatkiîîs. Hle rcccived Ilis educatioîî at thîe Loni-
don 1Ili Scliool anîd al Viclorta Uîî'tversitv,
Cobourg, wliere lie %%'as awarded liotiors atnd thîe
,rOIc iniedal. Aftcr graduating [roi coîlege, lie

I las. Cî.îî i aîu, 511- laS.

clitcred thîe office oîf Mr- S. C. Bigbaîrister,
of WViiilpeg, 10 stud> law. Ou1 beiuîg c.dlcd to
thie bar lic reiiovcd to Brandoni, w here lic lias

1iractised is profession ctitiuîaousl) eer sttncc,
and lias, succccdcd iîî butildinig lip anî esîcîisi% c
coîîîectioui. Ilc lias tiee'r tatkci part iii mutni-

cipal affairs, except Iliat lie w is apiîoited Cit>

Solrcdtor for Brandon and of the \WCsLerni judicat
Board.

11î 188 3 Nlr. Sifîoîî %%s il lectcdl tu thle 1'to iri-
cial Legislature, anid 'vas sîvorîî au tîieîîber of thîe

ExCcultive Coutîcil ;1110.1 pîîoilted .\tt e-Çlcli-
eral ulpat iiu re-electio in iî 89 t. Iîle is couisid-

cred one of the ablest speakers iii thc I lusa, if
flot ili thîe D)omîinioni. I lis aîiîoilituicnî als
Attart-vGcticr.il w'as rcceived %vith urniiveî'sal
.satisfaction, and lie lias îirovetî li,îself wvel

wvortliy of tîe liigli liatior. As Coiiîîîîissioîer of

Crow'n Latnds lis e\ective alîility lias :îlso becti
of liiglî order, althigli thîe exteît of tliese launds
inthe plcurov'ince wvhicli lic reprcseîis f lot large.
liî religioni lie is a Mý\cthio'hist, Iîeitig a truîstee of

thec cliurcli ta whiclh lie hicloîîgs. 1li ofa reiriîig

disposition anid popuilar wvith aIl.

08i the 13t11 Of .Xugust, I884, NIr. Siftotî wvas

mîarricd to MisBru ,of Otaimia.

.ýl,%RCII, 18rfi


