
TUE CRITTO.

ilVYou are tca amart,» said Margucrita, with a abrug.
Jarvis St. Gerald and she wcrc aId friends who took liberties wlth each

other.
IlI don't care ta bc any emarter thn yoti wlah nme ta bc," he mur-

mured.
They wcre ail gone at last, and Margucirte and St. Gerald wcre left

atone in the drawing-room.
St. Gerald himscif was a handsome fellow-a gildcd youth, with dark

hair parted through the centre, with smail feet and a wîde expanse cf em-
broidered shirt front. The Si. Gcrîlds had blue blood in thclr velus. They
permitted thernselves a great rnany liberties because of it, and no one took
themn Ia tiroi ; least of ail Margueriti, for it was gassippcd that iL was through
the tnfleence of the Si. Geralds that the Overtons had receîvcd this sesson
invitations to ail the bille-that %riowning etamp and seal of good socîety.

IlYau looked wcry well," sait) the youDg muan, ratber paironiziogly ta
our bud. IlBut your mather cair.c near overdoing tbe decarations".

Il One can't have too miny .Iower-at lst, so 1 think," said Miss
Ovcrton, caressly.

She sat on a divan, loo) :rg just the least bit weary. Si. Gerald came
and placed hiniseli bcsz- 'x He looked alightly fast anid slightly effemi-
nate, but hie was a handsorne (chut.: aii the samne. They made a handsome
pair. lie laid bis baud lightly over Marguerita's, from which she bail drawn
hier gloveil.

IlIf what I amn going ta say is abrupt you are ta blame," hesaid.
"9How amn 1 to blame ?" elhe asked, quickly. "You do notbiDg but find

fault. You say mamma has tac many roses
Couid it bie possible tit Marguerita was ont of humcr? The questian

crossed St. Geraid's mmid. Now Jarvîs St. Gerald was by no means a
model youth, but he bad, after ail, the superior masculine virtue of patience.

«,Rita," he said, qoietly, pretcnding to examine a simple peari ring
which the young girl wore an ber pick tlpped fingure, "lyau know perfectly
weli that 1 couldn't fiud fault with yau. la the first place, there is nothing
about you with which any body could fiud fault. And-if there was-I
shouldn't sec it. Ta me you aiways have been, always will be-"l

Mirguetita hadl wîthdrawa the pink.tipped fioger fromt St. Geraid's
possession.

"Be a good boy, jerry. I've bail euough taffy for one day," she re-
niked, icterrupting hlm.

l"I'm in earnest, Rita. I've been waitlng for you ta 'camte ont,' ta tell
yo'i that I want ta matry ycu-Pt

"Mercy Il' laughed Marguerita, nervously, retreating ta the extreme end
of the sofa, and turning stili paler through the pallor af wesriaess.

St. Gerald stroked bis moustache. He had scttled with himseif sud
even bis mother, that he was ta marry the Overton millions soine montbs
before. He liked Marguerita, and thougb, like Ferdinand, "for several
virtues bc bad liked several wamen' be thought the compliment of bis
admiration ought ta satisfy any girl. Moreover, St. Geraid uccded mniany.
Blue blood lis not given cither ta earning or saving, aud it was well understood
ihat bath St. Gerald and bis siater muet marry wealth in arder ta maintain
their social porition. Be bail imagined tbat Margnerita would be an easy
conqucat. Evtu when Misa Overton retreated the whoie leugth of the
sofa, be was not dilsnayed.

Is there anytbi-ig sa dreadui in tie Ides af being married P" li asked,
laughingly, foliowiog bier in fier retreat.

"Oh, yes, she gasped ; it's thc very last thing l'a tbinkiug abott-the
vcry list."

St. G:rald looked at the youug creature amorausly, keeping a space
ai satin damisk b.-tween them.

0l f course," he 8aid, patronizingly, Ilyau're only a bud. Buds ain't
supposed ta think about getting married. But don't your sec how it warks 1
1 shall go about with you for a whiie-till after the seaseu- and then aur
engagement will be announced and lots of people will make dinners for us.and alterwards we will be marrled, and everyone will say that a bud never
bail a more succesalul season."

ilYou arc vcry much mistaken, Jarvis," said Margucrita vcry seriously.
PIve never thaught of sncb a tbing as you talir about-never for anc

moment."
IlHIe smilcd confidently. He began ta perccive that Margnerita ws

vcry, vcry Innocent. IlDon't yen think your marnas bas seen what was
carng, wben wc were skating and dancing togethcr, ana ai thst il, he,
a2ked.

IlMamma 1" sbe gasped.
'-Why, o! carsc. Ask lier if abc docsn't expect yen ta becomc engaged

before the eudof your first scason. She wiDld tbink that ber bud was a
fallure if she didn't blom eut a bride. But, 1 say, Marguerita, don't yen,
like me the least littie bit ?"

Marguerta held up ber graceful hcad. Rer face was very pale, lier
eyes looked unnaturally large and brlght. She held ber lips tlght and shook
ber head ever ta lightiy.
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