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¢ You are tco smart,” said Marguerita, with a shrug.

Jarvis St. Gerald and she were old friends who took liberties with each
other.

¢ I don't care to be any smarter than you wish me to be,” be mur-
mured.

They were all gone at last, and Marguerite and St. Gerald were left
alone in the drawing-room.

St. Gerald himself was a handsome fellow—a gilded youth, with dark
bair parted through the centre, with emall feet and a wide expanse cf em-
brotdered shirt front. Tbe St. Geralds had blue blood in their veins, They
permitted themeelves a great many liberties because of it, and o one took
them to task ; least of all Marguerits, for it was gossipped that it wae through
the icfluence of the St. Geralds that the Overtons had received this season
invitations to all the balls—that ¢.owning stamp and seal of good socicty.

“ You looked wery well,” satd the young man, rather patroniziogly to
our bud. ' Bat your motber car.e near overdoing the decorations”,

¢ One can’t have too many .Jowers—at least, so I think,” said Miss
Overton, carelessly.

She sat on a divan, loo? (ng just the least bit weary. St. Gerald came
and placed himself besiz~ =.¢r  He looked slightly fast and slightly effemi-
nate, but he was a handsome feliv.- all the same. They made & handsome
pair. He laid bis hand lightly over Marguerita's, from which she had drawn
her gloves.

“1f what I am going to say is abrupt you are to blame,” hesaid.

* How sm 1 to blame ?" she asked, quickly. *You do nothiog but find
fault, You say mamma has too many roses——" -

Could it bz possible that Marguerita was outl of humcr? The question
crossed St. Gerald's mind. Now Jarvis St, Gerald was by no means a
model youth, but he bad, after all, the superior masculine virtue of patience,

“Rits,” he sald, quietly, pretending to examine a simple pearl ring
which the young girl wore on her piok tipped fingure, “you know perfecily
well that I couldn’t find fault with you. Io the first place, there is nothing
about you with which any body could fiad fault. And—if there was—1
shouldn‘t see it. To me you always have been, always will be——"

Marguerita had withdrawn the piok-tipped fioger from St. Gerald's
possession.
“Be a good boy, Jerry. I've had enough tafiy for one day,” she re-

marked, ioterroptiog bim.
“I'm in earnest, Rita. 1've been ‘Faiting for you to ‘com2 out,’ to tell
L1

you that I want to marry yoo—

«Mercy 1" laughed Marguerita, nervously, retreating to the extreme end
of the sofa, and turning still paler through the pallor of weariness.

St. Gerald stroxed his moustache., He bad settled with himszlf and
even his mother, that he was to marry the Overton millions some months
before. He liked Marguerita, and thougb, like Ferdinand, “for several
virtues he bad liked several women,” he thought the compliment of his
admiration ought to saisfy any girl. Moreover, St. Gerald needed money.
Blue blood is not given cither to earning or saving, and it was well understood
that both St. Gerald and bis sister must marry wealth in order to maintsin
their social porition. He hed imsgined that Marguerita would be an sasy
conquest. Even when Miss Overton retreated the whole length of the
sofa, he was not dismayed.

#Js there anything so dreadful in the Idea of being married$” he asked,
laughiogly, followiog her in her retreat.

“Qh, yes, she gasped ; it's the very lust thing I'm thinking about—the
very last.”

St. Gzrald looked at the young creature amorously, keeping a space
of satin damask bstween them.

¢ Of course,” he said, patronizingly, * you're only 2 bud. Buds ain't
supposed to think sbout getting married. But den't you see how it works 3
1 shall go about with you for a while—till after the secason—and then our
engagement will be announced and lots of people will make dinners for us,
and alterwsrds we will be married, and everyooe will say that a bud never
bad a more successful season.”

“ You are very much mistaken, Jsrvis,” said Marguerita very seriously.
“I've never thought of such a thing as you talk about—never for one
moment."”

* He smiled confidently. He began to perceive that Marguerita was
very, tery innocent. ¢ Don't you thiok your mamma has seen what was
coming, when we were skating and danciog together, and all that 9" he
arked.

¢ Mamma !" she gasped.

“Why, of coursc. Ask her 1fshe doesa’t expect you to become engaged
before the end of your first seagon.  She would think that her bud was a
failure if she dido't bloom out a bride. Bat, I say, Marguerita, don’t you
like me the least little bit?”

Marguerita held up ber graceful head. Her face was very pale, her
eyos looked uonaturally large and bright. She held her lips tight and shook
her head ever ¢o lightly.

{To0 b continued.)
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