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EDITORIAL NOTES.

In remitting subscriptions for Tue Critic a post-office order costs but
two cents. If not near a money order office, send a one dollar bill and fifty
cents in stamps for one year's subscription, or a two dollar bill for one year
and four months, or three dollars for one year's subscription for yourself and

i your ncighbor. Don't delay! Send at once.

A curious case of the heart being moved from the left to the rightside
is_reported from a western American town. Last November a railway
official wax struck by a picce of rock and so crushed that all his internal
organs were completely altored. The heart was twisted quite out of its
pormal porition to the right side, and the unfortunate man "gradually faded
sway till he expired at the cnd of last May, haviog puzzled the phyaicians
by living so Jong with a displaced heart. S

According to the census of illiteracy, we find that Roumania, Servia and
Russia are extremely ignorant, 8o per ceat, of the population being unable
to read or write—a truly deplorable state of affairs. .Spain comes next
with 48 per cent.; Hungary, 43 ; Ireland, 21 ; France and Belgium, each

. 15; Eogland, t3; Scotland, 7; Switzerland, 23 ; German Empire, 1 ; while

in Sweden, Denmark, Bavaria, Baded and Wurtemburg not a e1ogle person
over ten years of age is unsble to read and write. Among the white
population of the United States 8 per cent. are illiterate. The porcentage
in that country would be much greater if the negroces wore inciaded,

A new aod brighter day has dawned for the Windsor and Aunnapolis
Railway. For years this road has been conducted upon a short-sighted and
iiliberal policy, but since Mr, Campbell has assumed tho mansgement of the
railway its affairs have been conducted in a progressive and business-hike
manner. With the completion of the missing link between Annapolis and
Digby, Halifax now has all-rail communication with Yarmouth, and Mr.

Caupbell, with commendable enterprise, has grasped the situsuion, and

will next week place upon the route the * Flying Bluenose,” with parlor
car attached.  This train will leave Halifaz at 9.15a. m. and earnive in
Yarmouth at 6 p, m.

The rbythmical atroke of the scythe-stone and the rattle of the mowing=

machine, which are now being heéard throughout the land, bring to mind -

the fact that most of our farmers do not cut their grass-at the most suitable

season, but leave it until the seed is overripe. The proper time to turn
grass into hay is immediately before the seed matures, for both the head
and stalk are then abounding with nourishwent, and the fodder fored is
far more wholesome and palatable than would otharwise be the case. If
left after this, all the nutritive parts will have gone towards forming ths
fruit, and the stalk will be hard and tough, like straw, in which condition it
is of little use for provender. If let stand still longer, tne seed drops out
of the head and the whole plant becomes almost worthless. Now a great
part of our grass is cut when in this desiccated state, and conscquently is
of very poor quality. Our agriculturists should recognize this fact, and b,

1| begioning the haying season some days carlier they would obtain very muc

better returns for their trouble, and would give. satisfaction to those- who
are dependent upon them for their supply. It isa sad sight to: see grass,
otherwise excellent, standing in the fields to dry and brown until nearly
valueless. If the farmer hasnot enough laborers:to house the hay. when in
good condition, k2 should.secure more help,.foy it is mistaken .economy to.
Iet it remain uncutiuntil dry and bleached in -the-sun. . .

The St. John Gazette holds up Venezuela as an exauple of a far away
South-/imerican Reptiblic that has sdopted a policy similar to the- policy
of the Conservative Party of Canada. It seems that Venezucla-has refused -
to enter into reciprocal trade relations with the United States on the basis:
laid down by Secretary Blaine. The feasons given for this refusal are quite:
Spanish in their grandiloguence, and well calcelated to deceive -where the:
facts are not known. The truth sbout Veneziela is that:her customs duties:
are almost prohibitive and 2re pledged to pay off the large loansmade.by
the Government mainly in England and France. Knowing that tbe revenues
when collected go to pay off the interest on the debt the customs officials,
high and low, wiok at smuggling, and it ia carried in the’ principal -ports’ in
the niost open and unblushing maoner ; a cargo of refined sugar, 'in one-
instance; having been smuggled in by one of the so called Venezuela men-
of war. Boodliog in Venezuela may be sai@ to. haverbeen redaced to a
science, the officials from the president down'to the:'roast .gaardsman: all.
being on the alert to feather their own nests. Indfact the ‘minor officials
have generally to forage for their salaries, goverament pay days being few
and far between.

According to an Italian paper there has been a- serious -disturbance
between the Greek and Latin Christians in the cave at: Bethlehem (said to
be part of the stable in which Our'Lord wasborn), In order to divide the
celebrants of the diverse rites there are two staircases leading to the ‘grotto, -
one to the part usedas a church by the Franciscan Fathers, the other to that
part ia which the Greeks conduct their religious services. It appears:that
for some time back the Greeks have wished touse fot processiondl purposes:
the stuircase reserved to the Latins. This the Franciscans have strenuously -
opposed, fearing that if the Greels once used the staircase they would glaim
it as their own. An obstinate struggle took place in which the Grecks were
worsted, Then followed a few days of peace—the. Frarciscans' remaining
on thewatch in case the Greeks should renew the attempt. These latter,
on the arrival of their new pstriarch, began the sttack, this tire, howevez,
they were armed with revolvers and.knives. The edifying spectacle :took:
place on a Friday. Tu consequence of information received by the guardian-
of the Convent of Bethlehem-upon the evedirg of the attack -the Franci-.
cans had made preparations to resist ‘the paasage of the Grecks; five of-
the brotherhood taking their station near the great door, and others in'the
vicinity of the grotto. Tn the middle of the Greek mags the déacon
appeared carrying the sacred elements upon a pateo uader which was con-
cesled a knife. A Franciscan seeing him descend the staircase’in-question
told him that he had no right to come that way. 'The ‘dexcon, ‘without
speaking, consigued the paten to anacolyte, leaped upon the mork snd
struck him with a knife. The thickness of the. Franciscan's frock pravented -
the blow from taking effcct. A second Franciscan rushed-up to the assist-
ance of his confrere and knocked the Greek ‘down. A free fight ensued-
which was interrupted by the arrival of a.Torkish guard. The Franciscans:
then retired.  During their retroat a Greek fired his revolver at them, bat-
the ball struck one of his cwn comrades. A picket of 100 soldiers was sont
the same day from Jerusalem. The Mudir (prefect) assured the fathers'
that the Grecks would not be allowed to use-thestaircase. But in spite of
his promise he, upon the aext day, drew up his-soldiers in -line: and wllowed
the Greeks to pass between them, Jaughing abthe protests of the Franciscans.
In consequence of these proceedings. France ‘has made repressatations.to -
the Turkish Government, It is a. sad- fact that in the holy~places of
Palestine pesce bas for years been maintsined only by the presence .of -
Tarkish soldicrs. Sach dissentions among Christians furnish a strange
comment upon the words, “ By this shall all men know that:ye are my dis<
ciples thet ye love one another, .



