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A digpatch from Montevideo says that a
decreo hns been i-sued restoring the
liborty of the press in Uruguay.

A meeting of the St. John Bolt & Nut
works company’s creditors was held in the
office of Judge Trueman. An offer of 12}
cenis was mado fur a settlement, The
creditors adjourned for one week to con-
sider the matter.

Mr, W. V. Ogilvie, of Montreal, who
has mada an extensive tour through the
North-West, eays that he has never seen
business better than it is in Winnipeg and
thronghout the entire North-West the
farmers aro contented,

The annul meeting of the Board of
Trade is fixed for January 26th, and the
nomination of candidates for office-
bearers closes on the 15th. Some hall-
dozen names are mentioned for the presi-
dency, including Mr. James Crathern, who
is very favorably epoken of.

There is & poasibility that a theatre train
may be put on between Malone and Mont-
realstopping at Huntingdon, Valieyfield
and Beaubarnois. Tho plan is to ruu the
train once a week, leaving Malone about
5 p. m. arriving at the Canadian metropolis
at 6.45 and returning afterthe performance.

Messrs. Johnston Broa,, of London South,
have secured the contract for supplying
the 250,000, or 300,000 bricks required for
the new sewers, at lenst as many of them
a8 their kiln will supply. They are now
delivering them, and City Engineer Gray-
don's assistants are kept busy inspecting
theu.

The veterinary inspectors are still busily
engaged looking after the cases of hog
cholera in the county of Essex. The barns
of Walke: & Sons were inapected recently,
and the herd was found to be free from the
disease. The inspectors state that all
through the county the disease isbeing
stamped out, and they think that it is now
under control.

Mesers. Paquet and Fortin, contractors
of the Great Northern Railway, still have
about two hundred men eruployed on the
new section of that road which they are
constructing near the Shawenigan River.
These men are employed in rock excava.
tion, masonary, making ties and timber,
and such other work as can be done in the
winter season,

Six months ago 8 number of Denver
men commenced proapecting for zing and
lead in Trego and Ellis counties, | Kansas,
Repotts of rich discoveries were made, and
assays by Denver experts showed a very
rich vein of zinc. Excitement increased
until Kansas City and Topeka capitaliata
put in 200,000 for machinery to smelt the
ores. Prof. Howarth of the Xansas
Univeraity has made & report on his in-
vestigations in this alleged mineral dis-
trict, which shows that there are not even
traces of zinc and lead 1n thatregion, The
scheme was originated by Denver partics
who first secured oplionson lands and then
sold out to Topekr and Kansas ity par-

Dr. Borden, acting Minister of Railways
hag issued instructions for the opening of
the Baio des Chaleurs Railway as a branch
of the 1. C. R. system, One mixed train
daily will run each way over the line.

An exchange makes the timely obscrva-
tion that “ this is a enphemistic age. A
thief nowadays 18 called & ¢ kleptomanise,’
a murderer is called & * psychio epileptic,’
and a politician s called * one of our best i
citizens.' "

An application will be made at next
session of Parliament for a charter for
building a railway from Burrard Inlet,
Vancouver, B. C, to Lethbridge, N. W. T.,
with branch lines to Iamloops and south
through Delta to the Gulf of Genrgia.

Chateuagy i3 {the larzest shipping point
for potatoes of any station on the C.V.R R
‘The prices paid there were twenty cents
for Burbanks and twenty-two cents for
Green Mountains, Buycrsare now paying
twenty two cents for the former and twenty
tive cents for the latter.

The business gencrally known as the
Bixel Brewing and Malting Co. of Strath-
roy, but which was purchased by Messrs.
Ludwig & Brenuer, of London, Ont., alter
Mr. Cyrus Bixel’s death, has again changed
band, and is now in the possession of a
joint stock company of Strathtoy men.

Thefollowing appointments aregazetted:
—Cyriac Lafrance to be harbor master at
House Harbor, Magdalen Islands, County
of Gaspe, in place of Peter Buurque ; John
McAulay to be wharlinger of Government
Pier at Cow Bay or Lort Morien ; John
Dickson to be whaifinger at St. Mary’s
Bry, P.E.L; Josiah Ellis, harbor master
and wharfinger at Port Maitland, Yar-
mouth, N.S.; Capt. Johu Loye, harbor
master at Lunenburg ; Epraim McKerson,
shipping master for Cape Sable Island.

The moest surprising news which Dr.
Becker brings is the testimony of an
American who was formerly his assistant
in the Geological Survey, and who is now
engaged in mining in theransvaal, where
he hug made geveral millions of dollars.
The American mining expert says to his to
knowledge and belief the gold deposits,
tustead of being thirty miles long—the
region now in sight—is practically 1,200
iles long, except that inthe rest of the
region Iater depositshave come in over the
guld. This, however, will not prevent
aconomical mining, hut will simply
delay it.

To encourage the owners of creanierics
to provide the cold storageaccommodation
which is so desirable, tho Canadian Gov-
ernment gravnts & bonus of €50 to every
rcreamery which provides and keeps in use
a refrigeratar room, according to the plans
and regulations, dunng the scason of 1597;
$25, 1598; €25, 1899; in all $100. The
quantity of butter to be made from April
1st to December 1t shall not be less thun
15,000 pounds. Rccords of temperature
must be kept snd reports made to the
Agricultural and Dairy Commistioner,
Prof. Jas. W. Robeitson, Ottaws, from
whom complete plans and specifications

It is proposed to organize a board of
trade for Nelson, B, C.

According to & Berlin dispatch the new
cable from Emden to Vigo has been com-
pletdd. It is regarded as the first instal-
ment of a great transatlintic cable, intend.
ed to councet Germany with North
America by way of tho Azores.

Letters patent have been issued incer.
porating Messrs. Charles C. Holland, mer-
chant; Alfred ‘I Holland, broker; Albert
Hanna, accountant; George Aird buok.
keeper. and Louis Gordon Glass, advocate,
all of Montreal, to acquire real estate; to
build lhvuses and deal with the sanie ; to
issue bonds or debentures, ete. The name
of the curporation is “ The Royal Land
Company,” and the total capital stock
$99.000 in $100 sharcs.

Within eighteen months the New York
and Brooklyn Railroad Comipany proposis
to have a new avenue of conununication
between New York city and Brouklyn by
means of a tunnel from the intersection of
Broadway and Ann street 10 & point nesr
Fulton and Orange streets, Brooklyn. Per.
mission to construct the tunnel has been
granted by the State Railroad Commission,
The tunnel will connect with the Brooklyn
surfaco ronds by means of a double-track
trolley road, which will have a carryirg
capacity of 12,000 persons every hour.

Of his recent extended study of the gold
resources of South Africa] Dr. Becker says
that the Transvaal Republic contains the
largest gold deposits in the world,  Within
fifteen miles of Johannesbuig thereis an
amount of gold, practically in sight, eati-
mated to be worth $3,500,000, or nearly as
much as the entire volume of gold coin
now in the world, The gold is extracrdin.
arily unifcam, as uniformn as coal in an
ordinary deposit, asshown by shafts which
have jbeen sunk toa depth of 1,800 feet,
and diamond drillings which have gone
still further. At present the gold is being
taken out at the rate of $100,000,000 » year,

Eighteen hundred and ninety.six hm
been & year of disappointed expectations,
and new railway cnterprises werc among
the chief sufferers by the continuance¢f
finaucial depression. Early in the yes,
when the return of prosperity seemed near
at hand, railway projecting and railway
building began to increase, and if enter
prises which were undertaken had n
been checked by the financial uncertainty
attending fthe ZPreedential campaign at
least 2,600 milea of new track would pr
bably have been added to the mileage
the country. As it was thero were buit
only about 1,500 miles of road, and whe
we recall the conditions of distrust aud fest
that overshadowed the country for the
greater part of the year the wonder 1s thet
men could be found willing to advanceis
such times the 25,000,000 or $30,000(¢
which the construction of even that mile
age involved. In soveral cascs work 2
progress was stopped by failure toobtaid
the funds _which had been provided, and
the completion of the unfinished Hines wil
probably staud to the credit of the coming
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