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cotntry. It Lins been, by the observance of
this principle, carried out to great perfee-
tion, that the Prussians have altained to
their present military power and success,
and to the position which they now occupy
in the world,  What seems really requured
to place a country in o strong military posi

tion in the present day, is tho organiziation
of a great militia systom permeating through
every township or paiish, whereby in the
event of war the whole nation may springto
arms; to enablo them to doso effectually, |
tho ohservance in time of peaco of such a
system as will enalie all the men to obtuin
in votation a reasonable amount of wilitayy
training, is necessary, and the proposed in-
troduction of the ballot system for the nult.
tia in England, now being ndvocated Ly tho
most oxperienced officers, is suflicient proof
of this necessity in a military and national
point of viow. Another great source of dis-
satisfaction which exists in the Ac.ave Mili-
tis, and was brought to miy notive at the
time of inspection, is the paymeut of only
one dollatr per diem to all officers alike,
without regard to rank, during the days of
actual drill in camp at the snnual training,
the non commlssioned officers, moveover,
receiving only the same daily rato of pay as
the men, and neither officers, non-commis-
sioned officers nor men getting ration.; and
I would respectfully yecommend that, with
a view of removing this just grievance, they
be in future paid according to their rank,
duties, and resgponsibilities, receiving at the
annual drill in camp, (being then withdrawn
from their civil avocations, and put to the
same expense and incovenience as when on
actual service,) the rates of pay laid down
according 10 their respective ranks in para.
gtaph =08 of the Militia Regulacions and Or-
ders, with free rations to all.

In submitting for favorable consideration
the recommendations herein contained,
which ara caleulsted to increase the efhi
ciency of the Miliua, I beg to s1y that with
a view to economy. 1 have limited the same
to whut, as a proiessional soldier, I consider
absolutely necessury to enable 1t to under-
take effoctually the defence of the country
against such raids as it has of lato years been
expused to, and to plice 1t 12 » position
more commensurate with that now oceuped
by the Dominion, aud if the recommenda.
tions herein contained bLe approved of, and
adopted, especially those asking Patliament
formoney grants to enable the Departimzent
to introduce :

1st. An extension of the period fur annual
drill, aud the carrying out of the sume n
brigade cawsps of instiuction whetever prac
ticablo.

“nd. The payment of officers, non-com.
missioned officers and men during the days
of annual drill m camp, at tho rate lud
down in the * Regulautiuns and Oiders for
Active Muwia™ with f{rcoe ratons to all, and

3rd, The plicing of the vessels intended
to co-operate with the mulitia as gunboats
on a bLetter fooung, and the acquisition of
an additional one, wany causes ot dissatis-
facuion wil be removed, and the expenditure
meurred amply compensated for by tho m-
erc ised security aflorded to the country and
its power of delence.

Fiom the keport of thie * Director of
Stores” it will be seen that while 2 reason-
able supply of Heserve Stores, to meet the
imme itate wants of tho Acdive Multti, has
beei. acquired, yot thus supply would be
found totally inadeyusto to mect the wants
of the whole Militia of the Domunion, should
their screices ever be required un ler excep
tional circumstances. [ would therefore
respectfully submit for tlie serious consider-

ation of Government, in view of future emer-

gencies, the propriety, in a military point of
view, of gradually inereasing the ** Reserve
Stores,”” to such extent as may bo deemed
suflicient, and also the desiralality of com-
menciug the mannfacture of ammunition in
Canada, by the establishment, on a small
seale, of a laboratary at Ingston, whero
thera is every fucility for doing so,

In concluding this Report it affords me
much pleasure to bring to your notice the
great support and assistince I have received
from all tho stafl’ oflicers of the Militia,
especially those at head-quarters, as also
fiom ull officers in command of coi 7w during
the past year, which may be well consudered
ona ot exceptional trial to. the service in
swwhich I have the honor to hold the Military
command.,

Ih
Y

‘hio honor to be, Sir,
most obedient servant,
P. Rosenrrsox-Ross,
Culonel and Adjutant General.
Heap Quartsrs,
OT1rawa, 15 Fobruary, 1871.
(To bLe continued.)

MISSOUR! BUBBLE.

THE NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILWAY.

A DESERT OTFERED AS SECURITY FOR &
GOLD LOAN,
Lditor Dusly Tilegraph,

Siz,—1 rent you one or two short notes in
reference to this railway project, stating, in
substanee, that the lands along the route
were on tho wholo cither altogether worth-
less or very poor. As my ststoments have
veen called in question, I wish to verify
them, chiefly as a cantion to Canadians who
mny think of buying thoso bonds or settling
along the line.

I may premuse that the road already built
across American terrttory is the ¢ Union a1d
Central Pacific’ usually called the ¢ Union
Pacific,’”” and runs from Chicago, (latitude
41° 32) to San Ikrancizco (latitude 37° 48,
near the parallel of Cape Serrat in Northern
Africa.) and 13 2400 miles long. Its highest
arades arve 7300 feet (more than one mile
and o quter) above the sea, 6200, 4750,
4400 fe t&e. 1 givo the Jatitudes and alti-
tudes f.r reasons which will appear further

on.

The ¢ Northern Pacifie’”—¢ Missouri bub-
ble,” the one advertised in most countries
in Europe and on this continent, is the one
under discussion, and is to run {rom Duluth
(the western end of Lake Saperior, latitude
46 40) to Paget’s Sound (latitude 48°) with
a branch to the Columbia river (latitude
46°.) Its route will be along the valley of
the Missouti and branches of the Columbia,
2030 miles. The lind grant is 50.000,-
0UY acres, 75,125 square miles, or 20,00V
cquire miles greater than Evngland and
Wales, and nearly tho sizo of the wholo of
tireat Biitain, That such a vast ternitory
weas given to the Comp iy was no doubt on
the assumed trath of their own ropresenta.
tions when applymg for the grant, namely,
that the lands were worthless. This was
also the argument used by the Union Paci-
fic Comp my in asking for their grants; but
afterwards they represented thém as the
best linds on the continent. Now the
Northern Pacific Company says, * The Union
Pacific Road runs through an inkospitable
wilderness, where settlers can never live.
The lamds through this region are of no
value,” (Lind grants, pamphlet, p. 7.)
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They depreciate still more the country north
‘of their line;  a road,” they say, * through
the British possession is impracticable, and
‘the dificulties insurmountable.” (No. 1N,
P. Road, p. 19)

Let us inquire whether their own lands
are any better than those of the Union Paci.
fic, and whether their representations to
Congress, that they were worthless, woro
not the truth,

In No. 1, pamphlet, p. 5, they prefend to
quote from Blodget's climatology, but
nieither hero or elsewhere do they give the
pago for any of thewr statements. Being
quite certain that the langusge was not
Blodget's—for his is a peculiar style—and
knowing 1t to be the opposite of tho opin-
ions expressed in his work, and jealous,
moreover, of the character of a scientific
man, I have ro-read all Blodget says on this
subject, but cannot find anything like tho
statement attributed to him, which is, ** that
west of the 98 meridian, and above the par-
allel lies an area not inferior (in size) to the
whole of the United Statec east of tho Mis-
sissippt, perfectly adapted to the fullest oc-
cupation by cultivated nations,” &ec, If this
langunge rofers to the country north of the
49th parallel—that is to British America—I
would admit its truth; but supposing the
languagoe to be Bledget's (which [ do not
admit,) it could not apply to United States
territory, for reasons given below; and bae-
sides, between 43~ and 49° west of the 98th
meridian there is by no means “an area
equal to the whole of the United States east
of the Mississippi.” The letter from Blodget
(p. 15, No. I)—assuming, as I do, that itis
genuine, for really these pamphlets contain
S0 many statements and inferences (1) of
such a monstrous nature that one doubts
everything in them)—is very cautiously
worded, and, except one sentence, I would
tako it o refer wholly to the country north
ol 49° especially as Sir uJeorge Simpson is
quoted, whose descriptions apply to the
country north of the proposed line.

But let us sce what Blodget has said as a
scientifio man. He is besides the chief au-
thority on ihe climates, &ec., of the interior
of the continent, and his opiunions are corro-
borated by every traveller, (I don't include
railway surveyors and land agents) into the
interior. As Blodget anlall the others were
citizens of the Republic, we may bo suro
they would not undervalue their country;
this, at all events, is not a Yankee failing.

Qur comments refer chiefly to the foltow-
ing points; Ist. That the country is mostly
a desert, made such by the absence of sum-
mer rains. 2. That the soils are so impreg-
nated with salts and alkalies, as to be des-

+ See for cxample the statement (at p. 9, No. 1)
so made as to lenve the impression that Minne-
snta produced over 20,000,000 bushels of wheat in
1829 "The cstimate isf rall the grain of the State,
one Montreal ‘paper made the assertion, in puff-
ine this bubble, that Minnesota exported mare
than twent million bushels of wheat. First it
ts nsserted that so many bushels of grain of all
kindsare grown, then the N, P.Co. turn them
into wheat, and finaliy it is declared thot thay
State ezporied more thun twenty milllon bushels
of wheat, and that that northern district could
produce over stz hundred millrons ¢ The story of
the three black crows., Minncsotw in 1859 had o
population of 490,000, and cuitivated only 1,100,000
acres. This wouldgive fifty bushels exported for
avery man, woman and chitld in the State, andre-
quire twenty uushels per acre for the exports,
\Where were the other miltions of whonti. grain
and hay to come from for man and beast till next
bharvest? We may merely add that Mlnncsow&
Wisconsin, and Michigan we havealwaysasserte
to be, for the graing and grasses, the best in the
States, and do not inciudo them i our strictures,
for they Me N. E. of the desert areas and the
lakes; butas the winds on that part of tho conti-
nent blow alinost nvariably from S.W. to N.E.,
the two former States especlally receive the dry
artd winds from off the desert, hencethey are not
frec from protracted droughts Now thatthe only
state touching on the parailel of 40° is so highly
1anded, ought to turn attention to Canada.




