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Tho young enter upan the journey of life with an cvil an corrupt
nature, 1t 18 truo, for 1t must not be forgotten that they aro born 1n
au and shiapien in iniguity, 30t, 8o far as sctual sin s converned,
compataasdy pure and annveent. Through the seligious tratming
ol pious parents and tho fait: lal proaclung of tho Gospel, groat
multitudes of them, doubticss, sro brought by tho power of saving
geace out of the catato of sin and guilt into an eatato of real and
assured innoeenen, which, nourished by the sanio grace that gave it
birth, throws around them as they march onward che halo of coming
glory. 1t 18 too tiue, howover, that many of them whoso daily
surroundings aro of n loss favorablo character, speedily lose the
corpurative purity and inuocence of their earlicr days, yiolding to
tewpiation and steppinyg ando 1nto ev.l ways cre the hifs that has
been given them for other purposes has been well begun. They
have their fiest fall - perhaps it 1 a ho that is told. It costs them,
it may be, the keeneat regrot, the bitterest sorrow, and, 1o tho
agony of the hour, they record thu resolution that as it has been
therr firat it shall bo thetr last great fall.  But, unhapply, it 18 no.
destined to La their last.  In spato of resolutions mado agaw and
aguD, it is repeated m ono form or another again and again till the
tonno of their moral sepsibility becomee immeoasurably lowered, and
till at length the goodness with which they started on life’s journey
i almost altugethier crushed out of existence. Therr condition, 1t
1 truc, though sad 1 not hopeless. A way of escapo 1s open to
them, and doubtless inany of them scek and find 1t, but 13 1t not
rertan that in the case of nut a few, it becomes worae and worse as
the yeate roll by. Conscience ceases to spoak with an alarming
ruice, the remembrance of brokee vows, of unhovded counsels and
warnings, of neglocted moans of grace, of wisused opportunitics
#ives thetn no concern, and, worst of all, the Spirit coases to strive
with theni. The el thatis inhcront in Jheir nature, and to the
worhings of which they once yiolded with many musgivings, at
length vane a fatal asccndancy, they roll ain as a aweet morsel
under their tungues, and wero their cars at all attuncd to the music
of hoavenly things they might now hear the cadence of the retreat-
iy foolateps of the Holy Spirit as He takes Hio departure from
thems, for T1e will not always strive with mer, aud leaves them to
the wonst of ali God s judgments, a judicially blinded underatanding
and & lardened boart  a heart oo which entreaty and warning fall
alike 1o vain,

An tho necessary result of the completo overthrow of all the
aoud and the tail sswcendancy of all the evil that pervades the nature
of tho sinning and mmpemient, there comes to them increazing,
ever decpening unsery . fur if religion’s ways be ways of pleasantnens
st all ber paths bo paths of peace. most assuredly unreligious ways
arc ways of reatlessness, and all ats paths arc paths of wretchedneas.

~Ttue, appearances may scem to tell a differont tale. Nowhere 1s
the smile binighter or tho laughter Inuder than tho amile that mantles
the cheek or tho leughter that ochoos from the hips of the abandoned
and jerafane, but, whatoser may be 1o their hearts, 1 know on the
suthority of Hue whe canuot lis that thero 13 no prace there—
* Incrcis no prace, saith my God, to the wicked.” In the very
uature of things 1t cannotl bo otherwise. Forsaking God in whom
alvie reat and blessedneas can bo found ; rejecting Jesus, through
fasth 1a whem alone the asaurance that aheds a holy calm over the
wul e wn ke biamed, cesating the striviogs of the Holy Spint, by
whoae gra. . as operations alone oy and gladacss can find their way
wte the heart, how can they en)ay peace? No truo it is that the
wi kedshall eat of thofrust of their ownways, and be tilled with their
onn devices. Aw they 3ox 10 the tlesh, of tho Hesh they roap
eorruption As they arc the servants of wmin, they never find min
bauktapt, Lut always prompt to pay tho wages it gives—doath,
aiter anmihilation of every God Like fecling, of every holy aspiration,
«f every enncbiing deairo, of every high endeavor, the complete
asccendancy of overy base pasaton, of every debaang appetite, of
every unsanculled atfetion cntire separation from God—nothing
but anguiah and remorac as they leok back upon the past, nothing
bu terter and diamiay aa they look forwzrd to the fature. This, 1o
Rreater o lesser measure, 1a the sad and incevitable doom of all who
trehlenly perast o walliog in evil ways, and wo have only to
think of this ternible duoam as arcompanying them :nto the uuscen
world  rnese, unnleved by a single ray of gladnews, & single throb
vy thoae, increasieg in latferncsa an agos roll by, even a worm
thay qiever <lies, even a tire that 1a never ;acached—1o find the here-
atier that awaits them,

~u-h s the doom to which the wichad ate exposed, but it is far
frous bewng nevatable.  He, whove authonty they havadisregarded,

whoso displeasure they have incurred, nnd under whose clghtsou®
goveroment they are made to suffer for their cine, is not willing that
they should perish but on the contrary that they should live. He
is angry with them, yet Ho is full of compassion toward them, and
wero they only to give heed, thoy might casily hear Mis voice in the
sufferings their sins entatl, calling them to turn to Hums«If and live.
As they are slow to hear Hia voico us Ho speaks to them in s
dealinge with them, Ho calls to them yet more directly in His Word,
speakiog to them in invitations and prumises, in entreaties and
cxpostulations, 1o threatenings and warnings, giving them the
asnurance tho trxt conveys, sthrming and sealing tho athrmnation
with the solemnity of an oath, that He hsa no pleasuro in their
death, nay more, falling down as it were at their fect entreating
them to turn to Himaelf and live, nay, moro sull, expostulating
with them on the folly of pernisting 1n a course that can only end 1n
fur worse judgments than theso that may ulready have overtuken
them. Could they be favored with a more appropriate, or a more
cheering. or a more encouraging message. Thoso to whom 1t was
origmally addressed had come to look up i God only 1n the juetico
of His character, to regard Him as an implscable Judge, and to find
in tne judgments that had overtaken them ussured evidence that He
had decreed their destruction. 1n utter “orgetfulncss of the Divine
compassion, and in stolid subnuasion to u doom they held to be
inevitable, thoy cricd out, How shall we live® Are thero not those
among the wicked oven now whose attitudo of nund toward God 1e
casentinlly tho same—who, pining away in their guilt, and seeing
in the suflerings of which their sins are the source evidence only of
tho divine wrath, are ready in terms of dull despondency or of
sgonizing apprehension to cry out, God has allowed our destruciton,
to destruction wo must go. Isit not certain, at least, that sinners
divinely awakened to a aensc of their perishiog condition are prono
to indulge in alike wail of despair? And can there be a mors
appropriate or a more encouraging mcssago to all who are ready to
indulge in auch a hopeless cry, than tho mesange which the text
conveys—a messagoe which tells them that justice 1s not the whole
of tho divino character—that merc also belongs to God, and that,
n tho fulness of His abounding mercy, Ho is roady to pardon and
punfy, to sanclify and save cvery sinner without exception who wall
but turn to Him from tho error of their ways, thus effecting their
ideliverance from the death that holds them in ita fatal embrace, and
Bubstituting for its ruinous ascendency that divine life which,
awakening them to a deep and alarming sense of tho evil of sio, and
cokindling within them au ardent and sanctified lopging for holincss,
starts them on a career of loyal and loving obedience which, pouring
sunshino on all their pathway as they journey Zion-ward, carries
them forward from one degree of blesscdness to another till at lmat
it ushers them into the unmingled and unending joy of eternity.
But whilst the message which the text conveys ia of a most hopeful
and encouraging character, giving, as it does, assurance that the
Almighty bas vo pleasure in the death of the wicked an assurance
confirmed not mercly by tho solemnity of an oath, but, if posmble,
set more by the repeated entreaty, * Turs ye, turn ye from your
cvil ways,” followed by the expostulation, * Why will yo ™ ?1n both
of which the voice of a gricf-stricken father, keonly alive to tho
danger that bescts tho path of a wayward son, and intensely
anxious}for his safety, inay bo recognised—it must not he forgotten
that justico is an esscntial and inanparable attribute of the divine
nature, that tho Almighty hates sin, ard cannot but punish st
Tor, if this great truth be overlooked, if 1is whole character be
reduced to love, and the mind fixed exclusively on His character,
%0 regarded, there arises » danger no leas fatal in its tendeucy than
the one to which we have just adverted the danger of presunung
on the divinc merey, of continuing in sin that grace may abound, of
peraumpluously persiating in cvil ways, in the delusive and
deatructive imsagination that the Almiglty will not fail in the cnd,
io the compassionate tenderness of Hisforgiving disposition, to wipe
out tho record of guilt, to remit frecly and fully the peaalty of
transgrossion. Necd lsay that the text gives no couptenance to
this vain and presumptuous cxpectation — that st holds out the hope
of mercy only to the penitent—that it c.mditions forgivenots on
turaiog from evil ways, to turn from these, this and this alone s to

live, unlcsa these are abandoned there 19 not, and there never can
bo life, pardon and pesco with God, unloss thesc aro abandoued,
doath 13 ancvitable. And, 1s 1t not worthy of notice that 1t
cmphaaiscs this great truth, this truth of superlative importance in
the cconomy of grace, in tho urgent entroaly repeated agamin and
aga, > Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways," aund, 1f posnible yet
more, in tho impassioned exposiulation, * Why will yo ¢ie?™. To
persiat in tho pursuit of your evil ways, 1s oertainly to bining swift
sdestruction upun yoursclres, nol Ull you abandun your evil wayas,
and turn to lhim whoie authonty yon have despised and whose
duploasuro you havoincurred, can the blessing of forgzivenocss ever
bo yours, till then there 1s and can ho nothing tor you hut “*acertain
fear{ul looking fir of judgment and ticry todignation which abiall
devour the adveraarica”
Concluded nert week.



