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THROUQH THE NEEDLE'S POINT.
#Y CLEVELAND MOFFETT.

17 has long been considered a dufficult thing for a camol to pass
through the eye of a needle, but the scicuco of theso latter days—the
ssme acicnce that has givon tho world tho telegraph, the telephoue,
and the electric railway—hay made 1t posuible for men, women and
children, for camols, yes, and entire mensgeries, not ouly to pass
through the eye of a uccdle, but to pass through tho point of a neodlo,
and haviug thus passed throngh, to sing aud spesk, to roar and bark
snd whinny—in short, to make whatever sounds they please, and be
heard after making them thousands of miles away. To-day tho great
Patti can siog her immortal songs iu her castle in Wales and bo heard,
through the neodle’s point, in Sau Fraucisco and Hounolulu and a
hundred other placos at thoe samoe time.  And #0 of the world's great
orators and ontertsiners, the greal thinkers who stir the heart, and
the morry people wiio; aid diges-
tion. Iu fact, whatever the cities
hiave in their thoatres and churches
and coacert halls that is Lest worth
hearing may bo heard quite conve-
niently, and with only the slight.
est falliug off in quality, by the
denizous of tho most remote vil.
lage, by dwellers on the distant
alkal plainy, by lonely huntsmen
in the woods—and all through
the roint of a ucedle—the needle
of the gramophone, which traces
the uudulatious of the sound-waves
as they aro preserved on indestruc.
tiblo 1ecords and reproduces them
through thst wonderful little in-
. strutnent.

_ Aladlin’s trick semms ta have literally heen performed in our

time, and New York, Boston, London, and Pans may be pcked up
now by whomsoever will, and whisked off through huudreds of miles
aud  made to stnke all their Leautitul wtivnents, panos svd
blartog tarae anl sy wizh fail chorus of vorees, sud otherwise
disport themsclves fur the amusement or wstiuction of the humblest
proviucial.
. Whoever buyn a gramophono bnys a box at the opera, rents & new
in a ey church, securos permstent sdunssion to the best music halls
in the country, cau order out tho mast dashing mihitary band our army
lias at & motiont’s 10 ice, can make the great prano-players of thoe day
Ins obedient servante, and can do a great wany other things which
would have put somebody 1u davger of Leing foasted for witcheraft
bad they been attempited by our forefathers.

Audlet st bo understood cloarly at the stast that thisis noexpensive
srrangement, o by canly wjured, sor is it anythng that requires
attetios or clectric contravauces for its running. It is avsimple and
compact asa music box, and is wound up i much the asmo way,
while the disks which pieserve the seund tecords are flst surfaces of
gutu-]mdu.‘-lmut the s1e of gruddle cakeos, ausd are practically inde-
structible.  Tuey many be throwa about or aceatched, or left with the
cluldren to play with, aud when pat back under the needle after
months of tlas treatment, they will give out the onginal words or music
with unchanged awectuess aud distiuctuess.  That is tho lirst pont,
and anothier punt is, that the singing of the gramophone really issing-
iug, not squeaking, and tho talkung is real talking, as if the speaker
wero there befaro you. When yon hear a street fakir selling his corn
cure, through the gramophone, you are almost in doubt
whether the man is uot actuaily in the roows, and a person
Wind-folded, who kuew nothing of the gramophone, would
be aquite slire ho was in the room.  So perfect 1s the methad
of seprodu-tion that the human vuice comes out of the 1c.
corvet, whether in speech of song, practically as it went in,
aud thouxatels of peaple msy laten to it at oue time, for
there 1y vo need of bending anxiously aver an car-Ltumpet ;
you hear what is going on whether you will or not. A cor.
uet solo played an tho Metropuhitan Upera House from the
gramaphone fills the whole auditunium.

. Audnow let as sce what thas wonderful littlo instramnent
is Ruivg to o for jieaplo who hive in the towns amd smaller
aities sl over tlas conntry.  Iu the fint place, take the
young ladies, for amtance, whe, after four yoars at Vassar
Callege or Smith College, or some other inatitutivn, return
to thar little howes with many graces and accompliah-
ments, particularly an appreciation of the best classieal
wuste, They dind themselves suldenly in uncongenial
surroundiugs, where most of the puno; are ent of tuune, .
and mwnt of thowe wha jay on them play badly, Tho
gramephane gives them a breath of art Wfo in the rendet.
Ing of the great ¢ pmattinne they Lo by the fincet per-
formers.  With il they have masters 1o 1tate 1 their
own pariare, s urces of wuspiralion over present.

Then take tho beys.  What one of them Jdoes unt Iave
to hicar the banys played, a hively atrumming of the striugs
by & cunming bawd © The gramaphone gives them what
they want, and the best baujo playing qives 1t to them
whenever they chaose to lsten.  And f they tire of the
banya they can turn on a crashing brass band, with marches
and songs of the tegmient until therr hearts Leat with valer,

And the ol1 Lake themslves, with hearts cver fresh for the old
emolions, will tud themselves won aver by the gramophone on many
8 wililers evening. wibiernase Intiely, when they will gatler alont ﬁm)s
of crackhing I ge, 1n farmbouse and country Yame, and listen to the
dear oll antigy, ** Annio Jaune™ and ** Dawn on the Sawanco River,™
and ** The Last Rose of Sunauer.” and the ol glees from Yea 3 2RO
g to them, not by amanuts feoue the village choir tut b f},;
froateat aztisla of thesday  sung threugh the um§!e ) y

TIHE GRAMOPIIONK.

Aud thon the comic songs—every one likes these now and theu
but fow who live away fromn the cities over hear them sung in the best
style ; they must content themselves with the whistlings of the vil.
lage Inds, who pick the sirs up as best they may a year or so [ate,
But uow the gramophone, with ita diske kept closely up to date, gives
the conntry tho best that tho city has—those much advertised enter-
tainers from the music halls of London snd Paris, whose enormous
salaries aro told of in tho newspapors, All theso the country may
have now alinost as soon as the city has them, aud at nothiog like the

irico.

l Ono of the most remarkablo uses to which the grameplione will
eventually be putis in the teaching of modern langnages. There will
be 1o reason why American boys aud gicls should not hercafter learn
French, Gorman and Spanish, as well as othor European langusgos,
without juurneying to distaut lands or tsking expeusive courses under
professors who often teach them little. The difliculty with the pre.
sent system of language iustruction is that the puEila do not getan
opportuuity, at least not suflicient opportunity, to hear the sounds of
the lsnguago thoy are lesrning often enough aud distinctly enough
to acquire thom by itmitation, which is naturc's wethod, aud the oaly
efficient mothod of acquiring langusges. He or she who does not
learn French or Gersuan or Spavish as a little child would lesrn them,
never loarns them well, This matter of language acquirement is en.
tirely a trick of the tongue, and no amouat of thcurctical study or
delving ju musty grammara will bo sulicient for excellence if there is
wanting constant and daily practice in imitating the actual sounds.
Tako the French * u,” for instance, How can sny one possibly learn
to pronounce it, or the German * ge,” unless ho have uuceasing op-
portunity to hear thuse difficult sounds spoken as the natives speak
them ! Nor is it suflicient that tho profcssor or teacher bo .an expert
linguist, for with large classes aud a limited number of hours® instrue.
tion per woek, not oven the npteatfnpil will be able to seize in mem.
ory, and reproduce iu speech, sounds that have no cquivalent in his
own tongue. It is a wmatter of commoun knowledgo that children
who have grown up under the care of French or Gaman governeases
acquiro Freach and Germsn  without stuly and without effort
and yet acyuire them perfectiy, as their companious in the schools
scldom do, sumply because the former have daily aud hourly spportun.
ity for learmng by imitation. That is whole secret of miastering lan-
gumcn—-luruinﬁ by fwitation—and the gramophoue, with its uuerring
facility in reprodu-ing sounds, will yet sivo boys and girls all over the
country, yos, aud grown rcople as well, such opportumty for really ac.
quinng tho accent in modern Eurorcm languages, and for pickiog up
useful phrases of ordinary talk, as hias never been offered before by any
system of instruction, whetlier by apecch or books, and could not be
onjoyed save by thoss who save the time and moucy for yeats of foreign
residence.

Therc scems to bo no reason why the whole Moisterschaft system,
which has been found so valuable in our schools and colleges, may not
bo put Jown on the rubber disks with parallel sentences in English and
¥rench, English, German, ctc., and the student learn these, not
thirough the eyo as heretotore, but through the ear, making tho instru-
ment speak them as many times as is pecessary until the tonguo is
able to give perfect imitation of the rolling ** r** or the guttural **ch ™
or the varions nasal sounds so difficult for Americans to acquire with-
out actualy living among the people who use them. Whoever pur.
chascs a gramophone with a set of nodern langusge disks, would thea
havo at lus servico day and night a whole corps of polyglot professors.
And it is likely that in tho near future medern laugusges will be
taught in onr schonls and colleges with the aild of tho gramophone,
cach schoolroom being equipped with ono of these wouderful tustru-
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THR FANUUN GRAUS MOUNTALIN CIIOIR IN NATIVR COSTUNE.

wents just as universally as schoolrooms ate now equipped with globes
atnl Llackboands

Now coming hack to what the gramophone will do for the couatry,
1 1y plam that a great change will soon be wrought in the
farmhotso Sunday—a dreary cnough thing in the jast. No
mote wheery melodeons laboring away in cheerleas parloss. no more
teeblo singing of hymus by untuned voices, tut the hinest authemns as
sung in charches ou Fifth Aveuue, sad the UYrsutifal 20los of kigh-




