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The Presbyterian Review.

FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL.

International S. S. Lesson.

LessoN IX.—Curist's TesTiMOoNY T2 Jonn.—Dec. 2.
Luke vii ¢ 24-35.

GoLprx Text.—' Behold I send my messenger before thy face.”
—Luke vii : 27, .

CexTRAL TruTi.—Christ’s Condemnation.

Mission, 24-27.

ANALYSIS.—THE Greatness of John, 28, 29.

Rojection, 80-33.

Hanyony. —Matt. xi:2-19.

TiME AND Prace. —Summer of A.D. 28, According to soveral
authoritics before last lesson. Somewhere in Galilee. Jobhn was
a prisoner in the Castle Macherus. .

Tur MissioN oF JOuN, vs. 24-27.—John the Baptist was lying
in prison in the Cratle Macherus. His work had ended in apparent
failure; little wonder it is that he felt discourugcd. Doubts arose
in his mind as to tho reality of his mission; ** Was this man whom
he had heralded asthe Lamb of God, indedd the Messiah?”’ Thus
he questioned, aud questioned at the right source. He sent
messengers to Christ Himself to ask * \Was he the one that should
some, or looked thoy for another?” And the Master replics,
«¢Tell John how the sick, and blind and maimed are healed ; and
how good news is preached to the poor. And tell him also that he
who is not offended in mo is blessed.” Sweot message to the noble
hearted captive.

\Vhen the messengers wore gono on their way back to John,
Christ turns to the multitudes who had probably heard thequestion,
and declares to them who the Baptist was and what relation he
boro to Himseclf. After shewing them that when thoy flocked to
John's ministry it was not becauso of tho beauty of his language,
or the richness of his apparel, he brings home to their minds with
new force the popular belief that John was a prophet, and the
herald of the Messiah who had been foretold by Malachi.

Tue GREATSESS oF JOHN, vs, 28, 20.—To have tho commenda-
dation of Christ is to have the praiso most to bo desired. The
great men of the lund hated Joha, but the Master said, Among
them that are born of women, thereis none greater than John,’
John was the last and greatest of the prophets. Greatest because
of his mission. Tohim was given the mighty work of making
ready for the coming of the king. Greatest because of his
persorality. John was a completely consecrated man; in his own
words the koynote of his life was, *‘ He must increase, but I must
decrease,” Jno. iiiz 30. Notwithstanding all this Christ says, *“ he
that is lcast in tho kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”” Not in
character, or porsonality; bat in privilege, and mission. John
lived under law; we live under grace. John could preach only
repentance ; wo can preach an uttermost salvation.

Tus Resectiox oF Jony, vs, 30-35.—The Pharisces and lawyers
rejeoted Messiah’s herald, and so doing rejected the Afessiah. Thoe
messenger had come to thom in the garb and manner of life of an
ascetic, pronchin% a rugged, uncompromising call to repentanco;
and the rulers of the people hardencd their hearts, turned theic
backs on him, and sncered, ‘‘Ho hath a devil.” The Mcssiah
came as onc of the pcople ; He lived their life, He wore their dress,
and cat their food, with all opposing sin in overy form and prac-
tically demonstrating tho possibility of being in the world, yet not
of it ; but the rulors would have none of Him, and now the sneer
half lic half truth, was, **Behold, a gluttinous man, and & wine
bibber, a friend of publicans and sinners.” So it will over be.
He whois inlove with sin will hate rightcousness and truth, no
matter how it is presented. |

Norss ox Tie TexT.—V.24. A reed,—An Arab told a friend
of mine that the *¢ reed shaken by the wind” was the musical reed
pipe made to vibrate with tha wind blown into it. Did you go out
to hear a musician discourt. sweet sounds?—Peloxtet. V. 27. It
is sonften,—Mal. iji. 1. V.29, Justified God,—Bore witness that
God wus just. V. 31, Like unto children,—The only amusement of
children described in the Bible.

Application and Illustration.
Whar Cax I Do ?

Take My Douets 10 CitrisT.—John in his time of doubt sent
mecssengers to tho Master. When doubt siezes our mindsa messeoger
of prayer can rcach the car of Christ and reccive His gracious
answer, *‘ Blessed is ho that is not offended in Me.”” Luther says,
“ At one timo I was sorely vexed and tried by my own sinfulncss,
by the wickedness of tho world, and by the dangers that beset the
chorch. One morning I saw my wifc dressed in mourning. Sur-
prised, I asked her who had died. *Do you not know ?’ she
replied. *God in heavenis dead.” *How can you talk such non.
scnac, Ratio?’ Isaid. ¢ MHow can God die? Why, ho is immortal,
and will livc through all eternity.” 'Is tbat rcally truo?’ she
asked. ¢ Of course,’ 1 8aid, atill not perceiving what she was aim.
ing at, *how can yon dotbt it? As surcly as therc is n God in
hoaven, 30 sure is it that he can never die.” ‘And yet,’ she said,
¢ though you do not doubt that, yet you are 50 hopeless and dis.
couraged.' Then Y observed what a wiso woman my wife was, and
mastered my sadness.”

RraLize My GREATNESS, V. 28.—If I am onc of thomembers of
Christ’s Kingdom, Iam, on the Mastor's own word, * groater than
John." Greater because my privileges are groater. 1 havoaunion
with Christ and a power through Him, that John nover experionced.
I havo & knowledgo of a sslvation of which ho knew nothing; »

o s

401

message to deliver to mankind far greater than was his. What a
responsibility rests upon mo then.  1f greater than John I must do
a greater work than he or I have failed to livo up to my privilego
and calling.

Garnerep GoLp.—The proof of Christianity is in its beneficent
effects on the world.

If tho Lord our God is a joalous God, Ho is jealous also for the
honor of His own children, v, 24,

Soft raiment is alright if the softness does not got into the man,

Divine wisdom will “ justify " as wiso thoso who, by humble
faith ¢ justify " it.

Svearstep Hyaxs.—* All my doubts I give to Jesus.”
to bo nothing !"  ¢* Look nway to Jesus.”
work.” “ A’blessing for you."”

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR.

Daily Readings.

First Day—Tho choico of wisdom—1 Kings iii. b-16.

Second Day—*¢ The principal thing "~ Prov. iv. 1.4,

Third Day—* Her paths aro peace "—DProv, iii. 12.25,

Fourth Day—Her summons—1I’rav. i. 20-33.

Fifth Day— * Tho Lord giveth wisdom"—Prov ii. 1.9,

Sixth Day-—As little children—Luke x. 17-22 ; xviii. 15.17.

Seventh Day—TRUE WISDOM ; GETTING IT, USING IT.—Jas. iii.

13-18.

Praver Meerine Toric, Dec. 2.—*True wisdom ; getting it;
using it,” Jas. iii. 13-18. Wisdom is knowledge in action, so the
quality of the wisdem depends upon the quality of the knowledge
of which it is the active phase. In the rassage hefore us we have
two kinds of wisdom described ; that which is from below and that
which is from above. The former is known by producing envyings
and strife, bitter and uselbys argument, sophistry against tho truth
it is characterized as *‘carthly, sensual, devilish.” The latter 18
ovidenced by its pu ‘ty and frecdom from false sophistry: by its
peaccablencss, beiny, willing, so long as truth is not irperilled, to
concedo a point rather than quarrel over it ; by its gentleness, not
pounding in tho truth as with a hammer, but pressing it home with
the hand of love; by its approschablencss being patient in the
haaring of others; by its pood fruits thebest test of all; by its
fairness and sincerity. How desirous is such o wisdom ! Yet it is
the privilege of every Christinn to possesit. If you have Christ.
in Him yon have wisdom, for is He not ‘‘made unto us wisdom*
(1.Cor i. 30.)

REFERENCE PAseaGeS :(—Ds. li. 65 exix. 07-104, Prov. i. 20.23,
11.6-9; Eccl. ii. 26; Dan. ii. 19-23 ; Lukexii. 12-15; 1 Cor. i. 22-24 ;
Eph. i. 15.18; Col. il. 2, 85 Jas. i. 17.
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The Missionary Extension Movement.

At a meeting of the Board of Control of this movement held in
Chicago on November 1st, it was decided to recommend that each
state angd provinco have a general missionary committee for tho
local management of the extension course of meetings, and that in
the future the United Society have control of the movement, the
headquarters being moved from Chicago to Boston. At this
meeting also tho rcai{;nution of Mr. L., S. Mcrshon was regrotfully
accopted. While Mr. Mershon finds it imnpossible to givo up his
whole time to the work he will still boeready to doall circum.
stances will permit.  On December 8th ho will address tho Christ-
ian Endcavorers of Toronto at their annual meoting ; no one should
miss this opportunity of hearing him. This meeting will probably
be tho most enthusiastic gathering of Endcavorers ever held in
Toronto. Special arrangements are being made to sccure hearty
singing,

g\\’gnt do you say toa week of self-denial at Christmaa? Ona
persons birthday we present that person with gifts, except in ono
casc, and then, strangely enough, we present overybody clse with
gifts. Why not muke a chango this year? Instead of giving
costly presents to our fricnds and dear ones, let us deny oursclves
some of this pleasure and sco what we can save from our usual
Christmas week expenditure for the Master's causo.  If overy
Presbyterian C. E. in Ontario could by sclf-denial save fifty cents
by thcond of the yoar, the totalsum given to missions would
amount from that alone to $§10,000, more than the amount con-
tributed by all Ontario by $2,000¢ It can be donc, will 32 2

Comradcs, hear the voico of Jesus

Pleading for your lives to-day,
Will you mako a fall surrender?

Own your rightful sov'rcign’s away ?
Pledged to glad unceasing service,

Lovin Cﬁriat. wa plead Thy grace
For tho day of work is flying,

And the night draws on apace,
Soon our King returning, from ns

Our commiszions will demand ;
Let us labor lest we meet 1Him

Shemed, and with an empty hand.
Comrados, then, bo up and doing

In Endeavor strong and free,
Prother, sister, Clirist is pleading,

Oh, what will tho answer be?

Tho heterodoxy to bo most dreaded is tho orthodoxy, which
men pat in the placo of piety.
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