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tears of thc sorrowihîg, and in protlucing compassion for the hclpless mnd
suffering, hias it flot been carrying into practice the prccepts of its foundcr,
and elevating huinanity itself by teachingy the common brotherhood of
man ?

The particular lavs wv1ichi I ask you to consider, are those havinig for*
their objects; The preservation and protection of infants; The support (if
the poor; The establishîment of hospitals for the sick and the incurable;
The encouragement of the emancipation of slaves; The prohibition of
gladiatorial contests; And the mnitig-ation of punishiments.

To this audience 1 niecd scarcely say that ail these are duties inculcatcd
by our religion. We are told tlîat chljdren are a hieritage of the Lord.
The want of them wvas deenied the greatest privation. Give me childreîi
or cîse I die, said the I-ebrewv wife. They were estcemed the mnost
precious blessings. The grand old prophet, while hie thoughit it possible
for a mother to forget lier suckçing child, yct places it next to tlîat
impossible thing tlîat God should forget his people. And ive can hare
no0 highler idea of the value, the sanctity of childrcn, and the tendernt-ss
w'ithi which they should be treated, than wvas given by our Lord irnsulf,
when hie would not suffer theni to be remnoved, but took tlîei in lis armns
and blcssed tFin, for of sucli is the kingdom, of hea\ven.

Thei poor shali neyer ccasc out of thc land, therefore, thou slialt open
tlîy hand wvide unto thy brother, to the poor, and to the needy in thy laild.
We are also directed to judge righiteously, to pleaci the cause of the pour
and necdy. Onîe of the transgressions for wvhichi punishnient wvould ilot
be turned away, wvas selling the poor foi- a pair of shoes.

The general duty of compassion to the poor and suffering is cx-
emlplified iii the accounit of the last judgment when the Lord shahl say

unt th w'ckc,'I was an hungered and ye gave me no meatI a
thirsty and ye gave nie no drink ; I xvas a stranger and ye took nic ilot
in ; îiaked and yc clothied nie îîot ; sickz and in prison and ye visited iie
îîot. And inasmuch as ye did ;t flot to onie of the ]east of tlîese mvy
bretlîren ye did it flot to mîe."

Lc'. us nowv sec wvithi what tlie.se principles hiad to contcnd.

The Romans liaci long been renowvned for their supremacy iii the arts
of peace as well as of war-and tlîcy attained suchi a ligçh degyree of
iritellectual civilizat%.ion as lias perliaps neyer been surpassed. They didi
not excel the Grceks iii the politer arts, mnusic, sculpture, paintiîg.zaîîd(
poetry; indeed they affected to ti-cat them it bome disda{n, claiî-niiîg
that their mission wvas to give laws to subject nîations. Ir, this respect
thîcir pre-eminence wvas just; no system, of lawvs lias ever bec-, devîscd


