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service are in process of constructivn. Twelve steamers of
dimensions suitable to the Cunadian canals and strong enough
for ucean voyages are already on the lakes, besides the four
to lexve Counneaut in November, which are not expected to
return. Next spring there will be on the lukes twenty-seven
stenmers suitable for voynges between lake and Europcan
purts. Some, or all, of the new steamers will carry 3,600
tous in deep water and 2.400 on less than fourteen feet draft,
but the four to sail in November will csrry only 1,000 tons
each through the canal, Znother 1,500 tons of cargo being put
on board at Montreal. Of the fifteen new stemmers the
American Steel & Wire Co,, is having four built, and it
already has two steamers of the same class. Another four
arc building for a grain shipping firm in Chicago. Billets
and sheet, bars will make up the cargoes of the four steamers
to sail this month, and the fact that a part of the cargo is to
be unloaded at Cardiff and Swansea indicates that Welsh tin
plate will be mnde from American steel.

Oue definite good thing we counclude from Lord Robert's
cabie oun the South African Cuntract quesuion. \Whatever
may have been in contemplation, whatever nay have been
already done, whatever chances were on foot to divert orders
to America, will be promptly discountenanced, and we may
be sure that, as a rvesult of the present agitation, if vigilance
be not relaxed, the Bridsh manufacturer will 1n future have
a fair chance in South Africa.  Iuvisunhkely thata duplicate
of the Atbara Bridge will Le plauted on South African soil.
So far as the military authorities are concerned, indeed, it is
pretty safe 1o say that the utnost care will be taken to avoid
any appearance of favoring fureign tirms.  We may expect
the most punctilious observance of the etiquette of inviting
tenders and placing contracts. Even were they so disposed,
they can scarcely afford to quarrel with the industrial coto-
wunity just wow.  What we feel a good deal less sure about
is the action of private firms. Tvis all very well for the at-
titude of Lord Robert's staff to be absolutely correct, but if
private firme are going to order nbroad the goods that they
kuow full well the military authorities require with the sure |
and certain hope of haviug them commandecred on arrival, |
we fail to see where Brittsh firms will benefie from the §
scrupulous punctiliousness of the military awmborities.  Tet
us hope that this will not prove to be the case.—Conmmercial
Intelligence.

Canada can hardly find consolation w the facts and figures
furnished by the trade returas, as given by her own as well
as by our statistical bureaus. She put her tweatg-five per
cent. prefercutial tariff, in favor of Great Britain, up to 33}
per cent.  Our answer was to increase sales from §61,649,741
in 1596 o £101,612,950 in 1899. Of course, all things bring
cqual, Canadn can count ou finding British favor. Her
exports to Great Britain went up to £99,000,000 in 1899
from 266,000,00C in 1896. —The Manufacturer, Philadelphin,
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Although England was the birthplace of the purtland cement |
industry, that country no longer has a monopoly of 1. The
annuxrl production of portland cement in England is now

between 7,000,000 and §,000,000 barrels ; that of France

18,000,000 to 20,000,000 barrels. The United States pro-
duced 5,200,000 barrels, and imported 2,300,000 lust year.

P.T. Burnumis quoted as having said: “If you have $10,000
1o put to good use, put $1,000 aside for the article you wish
to sell and use the other nine for advertising it. I cun out
talk any man but a printer.  The man that can stick type
und in the inorning talk to 10,000 people whilst I am talking
to one is the man I am afraid of, and I want to be his
friend.”

The official announcement of the total population of the
United States for 1900 is 76,295,220, of which 74,627,907
are contained in the forty-five States representing approxi.
mately the population to be used for apportionment purposes.
The total population in 1890, with which the aggregate
population of the present census should be compared, was
63,069,756. Taking the 1890 population as a basis, there has
been a gain in populaticn of 13,225,464 during the past ten
years, representing an increase of nearly twenty-one percent,

| The tabulated statement shows that the population of New

York is 7,268,009 against 5,997,853 in 1890.

In the issue of Tue Caxaprax Mavvracrvrenr of October
A, was an editorial Laving reference to the imports of manu-
factures of gutta percha and Tndia rubber into Canada from
Great Britain and United States respectively, during the
year 1859, compiled with care in this office from the Cana-
dian Trade and Navigation Returns, and it is a coincidence
that our esteemed contemporary, Commercial Iutelli-
gence, of London, in its issue of Octeber 27 published an
editoral on the same subject in large part identical with ours.
Cauadian mnils are nowadays carried with great celerity
to London.

Mr. R. Fergus Riwchie, of Messrs. Ritchie Bros., geaeral
engincers and proprictors of the Auburn Works, Auburn,
New South Wales, bringing kind messages from feiends in
Australin, made a brief visit o Tur Caxamax Maxurac-
Tonkk last week  Mr. Ritchie, accompanied by Mrs. Ritchue,
has been making an extended tour of Europe and the Briush
Kingdom, aud having secen the sights av the Paris Exposition
and many of the American cities and centres of trade, after a
brief visit to Taronto are now on their retura to-their anti-
podean heme vin Vancouver. Mr. Ritchie savs that in the
wore or less distant future Australia wall be & more pupulous
and important country than even the United States.

Discussing the recent Congress of Chawmbers of Commerce
of the British Empire held in London, and the remark of
Hon. Joseph Chamberlain to the effect that the only form of
Imperial Zollvercin which would receive favor in Great
Britain would be free trade within the Ewpire with differ-
ential duties against strangers, the British and South African
Export Garelte, of London, speaking of what it calls a ¢ Free
Trade Counterblast,” yave -

Oun the opposite side, the Manchester Chawber of Com.
merce, by its speciously worded resolution, expends the whole

force of its restricted construction of Iree Trade principles
against this view. Tuws resolution runs—*This Congress,

harely 3,500,000 harrels ; while Germany’s output is from | Tejuicing in the growng evidences of unity between the



