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Tho Cathollo Church and Consclence.

A large congregation usxombled in
St. Potor's Cathedral on the ovenming
of the 8th inst. to listen to alecture
by Rev. Father Ryan, of St. Miohael'a
(gt'lthcdml. Toronto, under the auspices
of the Young Men's Catholic Associa
tion. The lecture was delivered ina
clear and forcible manner, the rov.
lecturer being an eloquent speaker,
and he received from the large congre-
gotion tho closes! attention

The musical service, which preceded !
and followed the lecture, was excel-
lently rendered and impressive. La-
billotte's * Magnificat” was sung by
the choir before the lecture and for
tho benedistion *Ora Pro Me™ was
sung in good voice by Miss Annie
Dung, ‘O Salutaris'' was rendered
by Mr. McDonough and * Tantum
E1go" was gung by the choir.

Rev. Father Ryan, in opening, said
he was glad to accept the invitation to
deliver o locture for the benofit of the
Young Men's Catholic Association,
for he took a great interest in these
associations and considered them one
of the social needs and great sooial
powers of the time. Taking up his
subject, * The Catholic Church and
Freedom of Conscience,” ho said it
was a difficult one because it was
important and because it was a large
subject. The Catholic Church wus
not the Catholic people, although it
was a Church of and for the people
and dear to their hearts. This was a
democratio age, but the Church had
not been afraid of emperors, kings and
princes, and was not afraid of the
people. It welcomed the age of the
people. The Catholic people, press,
princes, the priests, bishops or Pope,
were not the Catbolic Church. The
Pope us a man, a statesman or writer,
or in any individual capacity was not
the Catholic Church. For persecu-
tions, massacres ot inquisitions the
Church was not accountable; they
were not done by it, but by princes,
kings or courts, and none of these, or
all of these togethe:, was not the
Catholic Church. TheCatholic Church
was3 the Church of Christ, of the living
Gad, 8

DIVINE CONCEPTION

coming down from the mind of the
¥Fatber and out of the beart of Christ
and perfected by the Holy Spirit. It
was a diviig: orgamzation—a divinely
constituted and preserved society, as s
guardian and interpreter of the revela.
tion of God, and was destined by God
to go on forever. Conscience, too,
was divine creation. Its home was in
the heart, it was a mirror of the
majesty of God, o tablet of flesh on
which was wnitten God's law by God's
own hand. It was there telling what
was right and what was wrong. Con
science and the Church wers crustures |
of od, and these, and including |
liberty, were one. ‘The Church came

down from God, not to oppose con

science, but 10 develop it. Thay were |
both the guide and controller of man
and go on with liberty. Slavery and
coercion came in when the power that
controlled Lad not authurity, bat nhen
1t had authonty and was just, good
and from God there could be no
slavary or coercion, but it was the
largest freedom to submit. When man
felt that he was subject to nu created
power but only to God, then was ko 1n
his royalty. So they saw that the
Catholic charch of its very nature was
the defender of the real freedom and
nghts of conscience. They would
take o few actions of the church in
this regard as illustrations. 1t was
said that tho church sometimes
coerced conscience, that it coerced
converts. Why ? Well, they had to
begin as little children, to begin with
the catechism. Unless they became
as little children they could not enter
the kingdom of Christ on earth. Was
that coercion ? It would be if it was
the aoction of man, but not if coming
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from God, for it was nat coercion for
any man to humble himself to God.
When a convert camo he was asked at
the threshold if ho wished to be o
Catholin -desired it with his wholo
heart and soul. Thore was his frec
dom ; 1t made him respect his own
liberty., Conscience could not be
courced because (lod had made it
divinely free. The Catholie church
did not want converts driven or
coerced 1utv Lor.  Sinularly when
infants were brought to bo bapuwed
the church by 1ts questions msisted on
freedom. It was also said that the
church was Jdugmatic. It was dog
matic and it must be, because it was
divine and whatover was divine must
be dogmatic —which was teaching the
truth and buing sure of it. Sume
satd Cathulics could not belisve what
they lked. There was the fallacy
of the day, that liberty consisted
in thinking and doing what they
liked. Man was a rational crea-
ture and had u Creator, and was a
subject with a ruls of action given
him. Man's liberty was to act accord
ing to reason. It was not to thuk or
do as he liked, but as ne ought, und
his conscience told bim that. Man
had to believe someone and something
and was froe in lus faith when he was
not subject to error. Slavery of mind
wag subjection to error, which was
followed by worse slavery, slavery of
the heart. Reuson told them they
must have divine authority to believe
in, for only it was infallible. Their
separated brothren believed m a divine
book, as a need of their intellectusl
nature. But were they sure of it?
The lecturer referred to a recent meet
ing of clergymen tn Toronto who met
to discuss church union. They all
believed in the same book, but,
althouy). honest and intelligent, they
found 1t 1mpossible to umte. If they
believed the book they should umte,
bul each believed his own interpreta-
tion of it. Two men holding opposite
views could not both be right, and the
one that was belioving an error was
subject to a lie, and there was slavery.
Here came in the Catholic church,
God never mtended the book to settle
these differences. ¢ As the Father
gent me I send you, go and teach the
nations,” Here wasg the divine auth-
ority that guarded that book. They
said to this divino authority, what is
the meaning of the book ® and were
given authoritative interpretation. It
was submitling the intellect to God,
and He they knew was truth
There was the security of the Catholic
charch for freeduin. no submission

to man. Butit was said they had a
Pope ani priests and sutmitted
to them. They submitted to the Pope

as the Viear of Christ and orly as
such, and to the priests only as mims-
ters of Christ.
not the prie:ts coercing the perple ®
There was oue thing abuul Ireland,
the pricsts knew the people and the
people knew the priests. The love of
the people for the priests, who showed
them su mucli hindness, was tie
reason they were luyal to the prests.
Then they werc asked, had they not
the confessional ® Catholics went to
corfession Yecaust God commanded
. Whes Chast gave the power of
remission of sins to the Apostles e
gave the principle of confession. for
without confession the power would
be uscless. Driests would wot Lave
invented the confessional, because
they had to go to it themselves and
hearing confessions wasg their hardest
task. If God Lad not instituted it, uo
cne would go to confession. Was
that interfering with freedom ? Con-
tession was the unfolding of conscience,
and when a man does that freely how
can eznyone say be is coerced ? Never
does he exercise his freedom with such
excellent effect. Confession supposes
contrition, honesty and sincerity, and
could only be made by penitents.
There was 1 rfect freedom of con
science. It might also be asked if
there was not slavery at the altar?

But in Ireland were | P
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when he bowed before the bread and
wino and adored God really present.
True, 1t scomed abovo reason, though
not contrary to reason. It took the
intellect and sense, and all bowed
dewn to God. Then was man not
only superior to all around bam, but
he was supertor to himseli, and having
exercised in his freedom that sublime
faith bo gots as his roward Ins God at
i sho altar.  Unly God was king of Lis
I conacience—that was the doctwmne of
! the Catholic Church. Tho Catholio
; Church was tho divinely constituted
guordian of freedom of conscience, 43
i 1t was of all freedom worth having.
There was other freedom, as social
; freedom -freedomwy  from  ignorance,
; malice and prejudice, which pormitted
1 all to umte n hermony. Thaok God,
they saw moro of it, because they saw
more of cach other. The move civil
y nud social harmony they had the
| batter.  The Young Men's Association
helped towards thas end, and the
lecturer eulogised and commended the
| association.  Freedom, he eaid in con-
clusion, was ruling themselves here in
i the kingdom of heart and conscience
i under God and serving Him well, and
lus prayer was that they might be
worthy to rule with and under Him in
His kingdom above foruver hereafter.
— Peterborowgh Zveniug Review.

Right Rev. Dr. Howley.

The Globe of Monday eays: The Right
Rev. Dr. Howley, Bihop of St. Georgo's,
West Newfoundiand, is fu the city on &
vistt, and is a guest at St. Alichael’s palace
j oo Cburch strect. Last ovening after the

sorvice at tho cathoedral, at which Dr. How
! loy delivered the discourse, a Globe -epre.
; sentative called upon him and was very
| courteously received, During the courso of
tho conversation the chief topic of fatorest
touched upon was tho question of federation
with the Dominion of Canada
bishop oxpressed his own belief that it would
be the best thing for Newfouadland, and said
that the element of tho population opposed
toit, nud which prevented its consummation,
was conflned to St. John's and the district
immodiately surrounding that city. Even
there, however, the fecling of hostility was
weak compared to what it bad beena fow
yoars ago. The opposition to it was austained
by politiciavs. That portion of the popula-
! tion which did not interfere in politica—and
| tho bishop here intimated that it was the
| most rerpectable portion— wers favorable to
i confoderativn. The busioess commuaity,

too, if at all opposed, wero not violently

opposed to tho movement. Even in tho le-

gislature it had mauy adheronts, and, though
’ these were in the minority, they io-
i
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'
'
|
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cluded poibaps nost of the promincat
men, among them being the leaders
both of the governmeut and of the opposi-
tion. However, tho question could not
now be brought up asa government measurs
withuat euffering defeat. The feeling in
favor of federation was strongest just after
| the great fire at St. Jobn's, when tho
, generous sympathy shown bv the peoplo of
; tho Domigion with the sufforing citizens
filled tho islandeca’ brossts with a feeling of
y gratefal cmotion. Had the question been
ut to the issue then it would have won.
{ The timo, however, had now gone by, and
) whilo she caleulating bus.ooss viewa of the
peuplo weretutuing wore aod more in favor
) of Confederation, or at least becoming loss
; and less opposed to it, that sentiment which
; wasa so strong aftor the fire had now waned.
; Boiustanced the change of view nhich nad
; taken place in 8o many by a ceference to the
Teiegiuph ncwspaper of St. Jobn's, which
had for years been violently hostile, and
which a nzort timo ago became as ardent on
{ the other side. Dr. owley in leaviog the
subject said that the ocstion of annexation
of Nowfuundland to the United Ststes was
absurd, as it would leave the island in a
ridiculous position with regard to trade,
She would ceass to bo an integral part of
North America. Dr. Howley eaid that the
people in St. John's were now as prosporous
as over. The insurance monsy which had
: been paid, the contributions and tho amount
, of building had placed tho people in comfort.
Qae thuusand buildinf were DOW in courso
Jf orection. The bishop, speaking of St.
J Georgo's, whero ho resides and wich is on
the west coast and 400 miles in a beo line
from St. John’s, said that a line of railway
was being copatructed betwoen tho two
places. @f it 160 miles had slready heen
built, and when it was comploted thoy
expectod to geta new and porfected steam-
ship service, making = round trip daily
between Cn.ge Ray avd Sydnoy, Ca;
Breton. If this were accomplished it would
put travellers from Earope much neazer tho
vig Canadian scities in timo than they now
aro. Tho trade with Canada, tho bishop
| said, was incroasing, but as yet the chief
business was with the United States and

In this the !

Nover did man su exervise freedom asTEnshnd- Al thelr flour they bought from

tho United States and all thelr dry goods
from Koglaud, Their oloth for garments
was very much cheaper than in any place
out of Kngland.

Rov. Dr. Howley fe a literary man of con.
siderable distinotior, having published o
volume 6f poems and work on ¢no coclesisa.
tival history of Newfoundland.

In his sermon at St. Michael's cathedral
Iast evening ho touched on tho question of
education. Inspeaking on this subject he
gave tho reascns why the Roman Catholie
church stande out so strongly for religlous
adn;‘n:{on in dthe lchool::ﬂ The Roman

sathollcs regarded aa primarily o a
belief In the dootrines of Christianity. ':{ho
position taken by some Protestants, he ar-
fuod. that all that was noccssary was moral.
ty, waz a falso one. Christlanity meant
much moro than morality. Morality was
common to all civilized pooples and agea.
Christianity included morality, but the
Christian by the command of Christ must do

| more than be honost, virtuous, truthful,

He must beliove in Christ or he would be
condemoed. This was tho roason why chil.
dren from their infanoy should boe taught the
faith., Thoy should be taught it, for other-
wise how could they gain the knowledge of
those things, and if they should be taught
how could this portion of instraction be
oxcludod from tho schools? The goneral’
attitude of those beyound tho pale of the
Roman Catholic church was that people
wero not bound to beliove ; that there waroe
many acceptable people who did not, The
church wounld not judge theso people, but
it did not want its flock so brought up. It
was contonded that if the Roman Catholics
wanted schools in which thoy taught thelr
religlon thoy should pay for them, and it
might come tothat. {t was so in the United
Stated and in Iroland, and it might probably
have to bo 8o in Manitoba,

Charity Sermon,

A charity sermon was delivered by Rev,
Father Brennan, C.S.B., of Torento, in St
Poter’s Cathedral, Loodon, on which occa-
sion a very liboral collection was taken for
the benefit of the St. Vinoent de Paul
Society. Tho Rasverend lecturer ssid he re.
uarded the invitation to come aod beg for
the Society in behalf of the poor of this city
as one of the finest compliments that could
be paid him. Hohad krowledgu and experi.
enco of the large and generous oharity of the
congregation of St. Peter’s, and felt con.
fideot 1a appealing to them, He pointed out
that giving to the poor was a dutylald on
svery Christian by God, and that the com.
mand disobeyed, was a mortal sin; for no
sin not griovous or murtal could cast us
down from the high place of our sspirations
aftor immortality, yet in Holy Writ were
found many instances where men lost their
salvation {)y rofusivg to give alms to the
poor. After directing the attentivn of his
hearers to the lezsons taught in the parable
of Dives and Lazirus, the reverend father
dwelt on the grand opportunities which this
pew country offered to the poor man, Per-.
napo nowhere elso in the world were the
bounties and ricbes of nature poured forth
with 10 free a Land, and the opportunities
for independence, ar even riches, so m vy to
the poor man who woulddovote his energies
to the task of getting wealth, Thero was
always work todo, he believed, and no man
with health and atrength ought to bs a
beggar. But the words of our “aviour are
as teue now as when they wero first uttered—
*¢ The poor ye shall always have with youn,”

y Ho knew how hard it was for a poor laboring

man to got along with four or five hun
childr.-n to provide for out of his daily
pittance, and when sickness struck him down
thoro was actual distress in his houss, Then
also, poor, insafficient and irregularly sorved
food was a cause of diseasc. and often what
was only a simple cold doveloped into con.
sumption, and then the father and bread.
winoer was taken away. He couid tell of
somo sad and heartbreaking experiences of
this kind. Wo were all w0 ready with
oxcuses for not giving. To a male applicant
wo 83y, ** You ought to go to work ; thore is
always work for the willing man.” In other
casesit is: * Oh, 1 have beon deceived sand
defrauded two ofien.”  Fraud was the worst
enemy of Christ the thing that went nearer
than anything elso to severing the divine
bond that connected rich and poor. Hore
the preacher related a couple of bhis own
oxperiences, that caused a smile. In one
ca¥o a poor widow was unable to pay for a
coffio for hor dead busband, and he aocom.
panicd some ladies of his congregation to her
cabin, asthoy csmo away oncof tho Jadies
wont back for her glove, and found the
corpss sitting ap and couunting the money
that was left to buy his coffin, and give him
a decent burial. But the Society for which
ho pleaded was deeigned to provent such
frauds, It wasa carefal, prudent, and intel.
lig- nt almoner of their bounty, and in the
name of Him who went abont doing y
ho commonded the Soclety to their eonzgidor-
ation, and asked them to be generous,

Thero is no claim made for Ayor's Sarsapa-
rilla which cannot be endoreed by scores of
tostimonials. This fact })lainly proves that
the blood is tho source of most disorders and
that Ayer's Sarsaparilla is the beat of blood-
gunﬁcu. Tyry it this month.




