The Monthly Record of the Chirch of Scottand.

~dily into commercial relations with
reignars ; anl in a few years their im-
~rts of fareign manafactures amounted
£250,000. paid for in the produce of
esoil.  Christianity i now slmost uni-
ersal among the Bechuanas. Educa-
‘on is rapidly extending; natives are
~ing trained in adequate numbers for
-achers and preachers ; Christianity is
‘reading out among the neighboring
~‘bes. The Rechuanas have been chang-
A by Christian missions ‘nto an orderly,
ndustrious people, who cultivate their
“elds in peace, and maintain with for-
“igners a mutually beneficial traffic.

The greatest of all ficlds of missionary
labor is India. Thirty-five societies
carry on their operations among the
swarming millions who own British rule.
Upward of six bundred foreign mission-
aries, besides a larger number of Chris-
tianized natives, are employed in com-
muricating a knowiedge of religious
truth.  From the printing-presses of the
missionaries there have issued during
the last twenty yems three million
copies of the Seriptures, and twenty mil-
fion school-bonks and other works.

Early in the history of Indian mis-
sions, it was perceived that preaching
slone would not yield the results which
the missionaries sought. The Hindu
clupg tenaciously to the religion which
his fathers had beld for twenty-five cen-
wries, and which was wrapped closely
sround ~very detail of his daily life. He
preferred it to any new faith which the
foreigners offered for his acceptance.
The first indispensable step in the pro-
cess of his conversion was to siow him
that his religion was 8 mere aggregate

.of fables. 'The missionaries established
schools and applied themselves to the
work of teaching. At “first their ins-
truction was given wholly in the native
tongues. But the question arose, and
was keenly debated, whether it was npot
better to teach the youth of India in the
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ary frem Scotland—Alexander Duffem
virtually sotved the mamenrous question:
He satizfied him=2lf that English should
be substituted for the vernacalar ; not
otherwise could Earopaan enlightenment
amd the Christiun religion possess India.
In that belief he founded an institution
for the training of young men of the
better elass, and his signal success led to
the general adoption of his system. In
afew years the governor-general was
able to state that Duff’s labors had pro-
duced “ unparalieled results.”

For fifty years [indu youth in increas-
ing numbers bave received an English
education. A revolution of extraordin-
ary magnitude has been silently in pro-
gress during these years, and even now
poirts decisively to the ultimate, although
still remote, overthrow of Hindu beliefs
and usages, A vast body of educated
and influratial natives ackuowledge that
their ancient faith i 2 mass of incredibi-
lities. A public opinion has been creat-
ed by whose help such practices as in-
fanticide and the burning of widows have
been eacily suppressed. From time im-
memorial the Hindu people have been
broken by the superstition of caste info
innumerable fragments, each of which is
taught as a religious daty to dezpise and
shun the others. The missionaries from
the beginning declared wur against a
system which prohibited the free inter-
mingling of men and filled their minds
with unreasonable prejudices and anti-
pathies. Their policy was based on the
principle the. the followers of Christ are
brethren, and they taught the converted
Brahman to receive the cup of commu-
nien from the band of a man whese
touch e was accustomed to regard a8
Lopeless defilement. The mischievous
delusion of caste is gradually losing ita
power over the Hindu mind. The de-
basement of Indian mothers enfeeblea
the Indian character. Irreversible phy-
sical as well as moral laws secure ' o

English language. * In 1829 & missicn- degradation of races who deny to women



