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dissent and complaint against the judge-
ment of the Pre-bytery i relation to the
secontd particulur ws applicd to the first
charge, and reverse the judoment of
the Presbytery <o tar as to find that part
of the hibel 1elevaai, to the effect  that
statements quoted i1 the minor proposit-
ions us those of Protessor smith regard-
ing the Book ol Deuteronomy, amount
to what is expressed in the said particu-
lar. and ave opposed in their legitimate
results to the suvposition of the ook be-
ing a thoroughly inspired historical re-
cord, avcording  to the teaching of the
Westminister  Confession, while his de-
clatations on the subject of the inspiva-
tion are the revers of satistactory  and
do not indicate his reception of the book
in character.,™

The Synod of the United Presbyterian
Church, which adjourned May 24d, has
settled the Ferguson case in a very dif-
ferent manner from what was expected.
The committee appointed to conlfer with
Mr. Ferguson veported his explanations
on the various counts of the libel in de-
tail, closing their report by cexpressing
regret at the ** novelty and ambiguity of
much ot My, Ferguson's language, as
tending to mi-lead.”  Chairman Mar-
shall moved that, ¢ encouraged by some
of the explanations already given by
Mr. Ferguson, the Synod appoint a com-
mittee to confer with lim, and with
power to finaily issuc the case as oon as
they shall see their way to do s0.”  Pro-
fessor Calderwood made the following
motion, supporting it in a long address:
. “The Synod expresses its  gratificat-
lon with the report of the conminittee as
indicating that Mr. Fergusen holds that
Christ's satisfaction to divine justice con-
sisted in the endurance of the holy indig-
nation of God against sin; and, in har-
mony with this, Tiolds that the sole meri-
torious ground on which the sinner is
panione(f regener: ‘ed, and sanetified by
the Holy Spitic and ultimately saved is
Christ’s sucrifice as it was completed on
the cross. The Synod expresses regret
that Mr. Ferguson has committed him-
self to a theory as to annihilation naving
been inevitable it Christ had not come’
and that, while holding a final separat-
lon between the righteous and the wick-
ed, involving blessedness on the one
hand and condemution on the other, he
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has ventured on hypotheses as  to the
modes of judgement in the world to come.
The Synod further regrets the course of-
ten adopted by Mr. Ferguson in extend-
g confessional language heyond con-
fe<~ional significance.  Accepting the
explauation of Mr. Ferguson’s views on
the  oveat fundamental articles of the
Christian taith, the Synod agrees that he
be restored to the exercise of his minis-
terial tunctions. At the same time, with-
out curtailing Mr. Furguson’s liberty un-
der the Standards, andin view of the de-
vlatory  statement approved for submis-
sion to presbyteries and sessions, the
Synod tenders to him solemn and affect-
ionate admonition to present his doctrin-
pusitions in such a manner as to  sct
forth ibeir harmony with the fundament-
al doctrincs referred to in the first part
of this resolation ™

The vote on the two molluns was as
follows: Prot. Calderwood’s motion,
142 Dr. Marshall’s motion, 90; major-
ity for Calderwood's motion, 52, The
questien then arose whether the motion
adopted  did not call for admonition at
the bar. It was finally agreed to dis-
pense with it, in view of Mr. Ferguson's
condition of haelth. Mr. Ferguson ag-
cepted the decision of the Synod, in a let-
ter, as follows:

«1 feel thunkful to God that the long
and arduous discussion in which I have
been engaged has come to a peaceful
termination, and thatthe Synod has been
able to satisty itself as to my soundness
in the faith as regards the fundamental
doctrines of the Church. 1 have not
been censcious of any departure from
those doctrines, nor have I been able to
discover ray diserepancy between what
I hold in respect to that which is central
and vital an * that whicn is more remote
and subordinate. 1 begto thank the
Synod for the patience it has shown, and
for the great amount of time and attent-
ion it‘has bestowed upon the elucidat-
ion of the matters before it in this case.
In w~enting to its  judgement, T may be
allowed, further, tusay, in justice ty my-
self, that 1 cannot accuse myself of care-
lessness in regard either o modes of ex-
pression or tendencies in thought; and
certainly I shall not have less solicitude
on these points in the future than 1 have
had in the past.”
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