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Dec. 11. The APOSTOLIO Ohurch.* A.D. 50.
Lessori, Acts 15: 12.29 Golden Text, Acts 1.5: il
Menîory Vs. 8-11. Catechisini Q. 107.

From thei -wonderful missionary journey on
whieh Paul and Silas hiad been sent forthi froni
Antioch, they rcturned and told toi the pathered
church the story of.their mission, and thiie they
remained working ini Antiocli.

Af thr a tiine, some false teachers came froin
Judea, and said to these Antioch Christians,
'"The Aposties at Jeruselern teacli that bien arc
not saved unless they be circunmcized and keep
the old ceremonial law."

Paul and Barnabas hield that these mn wverie
wrong. But the church wvas troubled, aîid
anxious to bec certain iii soi important a poinit,
they decided to send up to Jerusaleni and flîîd
out the truth of tlîc iatter. Startiîîg on tlieir
slow and ted oua journey of 300 miles, the &eu
tation at lengthi reached Jernsaleni. Fi-st timere
was a conference Nvith the leaders, then a sy-nod
meeting was called atîd its proceeclings are the
prest!ntles;son.

1. Hearing the niissionary deleg-,ates v. 12.
2. The speech of James, v. 13-21.
3. A deputation appointed,' v. 22.
4. The Synod's di-cision, v. 23-29.
1. vs. la. Kc-pt silrnzce-You have seen large

congregations îistening spell-hounmd to a return-
ed mi.',..onary tellimîg his story, w-hat signs aîîd
-wonders God liad .vrouglit îamng the lîeatheîî.
This was amnong thc frst of sucli scelles.

II. Vs. 13.21. James-Tlîe brother of our Lord.
See Gai. 1:19; 2:9. Synicon- Peter. Sec chap.
xi, 2-18. Jamnes took Peter's experiemîce at
Coesarea w%%here the Spirit Iîad beeri poired iponi
theGentiles, as a proof thati circuincision wvas
xîot neceeary, and conlirnis his .stateientliy the
words of proplîecy. Trouble lhem m-ih
these hurdensomne rites. Pullut ions- put idols
fromu tlieirlhomies and kecp fromîî thleir temples-
and wo-hip. Formicaltiun-very comîmion aî-ound
them. Thcy lîad beemi lraiiied to regard itas
no w on eand igt (aiily fall into it. SIrcznglecd
-Si-aiiglcd foodïiad the blooil inii V bd

was a delicacy ainoîîg the eitiles but iiclean
and abliorent. Vo a .lew. Fur ilo~~ss c.-Tlie
idea, 15 that. the Jews bcimîg scattered iii cvery
land, liaving their synagogues, and thc law of
Moses on th'ese points; cing Izept constamitly bc-
fore thein, it wvas b2-tter fliat the Clîritians
should avoid tha.t %vlhihe i Jews wvere so con-
stantly tatuglt to, avoid as umieleami.

111. Sr,-?nýd good-Tmc resolu Lion iv'as umai-
mous. TV7rote-so tiat the message cuul not bc
niatakemi.

IV. Vs.23-29. Subverding you7- souls - Dort iui
bas an imnportant place. Itsaves or siiks tIc soul.
Razarderl-What acoîîtrast hcetween Vue false
teachers -who wveia to Aîtioeh and Paul an-d
Bart mabas wv]îo withlstood thein. Wliat .joy tic
message would bringto the dlurcliamt Antiýodio
find that these old time cercinoiis wci-c noV,
nccessary Vo their Salvation.

1. '"No iat terwhat a man bleepoie
he is sincere " is 4the, biggubt lie the dcvii ever
got u

Z. &V slîould, by a careful study of God's wvord
seek Vo fmmmd ont the whole trath of God, and
s]îould holcI fmîst toi it.

3 Depeiîdence upon forrn mund cereî-nony ever
tends to - sibvert, tic soîll" Vo lead it away
fron Chirist, A spiritual systeiri and worsliip lis
ussiialy but litUle of rituil.

4. The great î.rutlis shon Id be care fullyguarded.

Dec. lSth, QUARTERLY TtEVIEW.
FOR HOME STUDY.

The Christian churich may h said to date its
birth fromn Pentecost, A.1D. 0, a fcev days afti-r
the ascension of Christ., on thîe completion of his
,%vork, and thc sending,according to H is pronmise,
of tic Holy Spirit to carry ocili h voric of 'the.
wvorld's redenmptioiî frn hptr

The lessomîs of this quarter focatr )t
15 of the Acts, take up tîme lîistory of tliat clmrcli
whviei it is seven years old, 87 A.DJ., anid ca-3il.
on for 14 years.to -50 A.D. Tiiese yeaîi-: have lîeeîî
an cveiitful timie, tîme gospel loas spread w%.idely-.
It lias liîd greut trials ai.- l great triunîplîs.

J-lacs-£ie followviîg are Uie places ini alpha.
betical order. Follov thcr ini hîltorical oi-der,
finding thein on Uic niap, and nanmiig the evemîts
iii cach :-Antioclî in Syria, Amîtiochi in Pisidia,
Caesarca, Cilicia, Cyprîîs, Cyrene, Daîiascuis,
Derlie, lcoiumii, .Teisileîî, .Jopîîa, .Lycaoiiila,
Lydia, [.ystra Pam»hyhi3-ia, Paphos,.LPerga, Ph"leniice,
l3 isidia, Seleuicia, Trisus.

Pet-sozs-Tell wliere tlîcy hived wi~d the lus
tory of tlîe persons mentionied in the qua.rte(r:
Agabus, Anaiis, ]3arjesils, ]3ariabis, Co-tielhu.s,
Dorcas, Elynias, Enceas, 1lerod, Jaines the
Apostle, James the brother of oui- lor-, .Toii),
Mýark,,.) udas Barsatbas,Lue:iu.s of Cyremîe,iaiiaeni,
P'aul, Pet.e,,1lhiolt,Sergius Paiulus,Silasq, Simeoiu
Niger, Simonî thc Tanner, Stepiemi, Tabitlia,
Timotlîy, Titus.

Obstaclûs- 'rlî Gospel of Christ lias ever liad
Vo iake its Nvay agaiîist lîiidraxîces. The rhief
of these duriîîg tiiese 141 ycars %%ere, persecution
fi-oni hoth Je:w aid( heatiîi, opposition fi-om. the
Pliariseeisui of J evs aud he corruption of ni omils
alinîoii the Iieatheci.

«\ We ha~ve exemîplified iii the early dhurch the
power of the Gospel to trhuîîîiph over aIl circmmi-.
stances. lt -ormmmenced in an a ge of umiivem-sal
corruption. Outside of Judea, i dolatory reigie1
supreîîie; gods and goddesses represeiîtliîg every
pha;)se of vice, -%vere Nyomshipped ia nmagniicemît
t.emîples amnd at costly sl-iries;li-to.mîs
prcu-ailed: hliliai smiýri1ices wvcre offie-ed
inui-der anîd %iuicides; -'ci-e frequeîît.

he ima--,s of tlue licople -i-e ivithoit; nivamus.
«wvitioiît learmîiug, wvitlîout protection, andI
Large, part -were lield in serfdoin or slavcry.

1a-eiits w-cm-e often sufféed to dic of starva
tioii. Clîildrciu -ve-e exp)osed and niurle-e<l ;imeui

fogtas gladiatorq for the amusement« ofouil-
aîî11d 1evmy pr1ecept of thc moral lawv was violat v-i.

OiiLtsile ofll.>alestine muid .lcwish fanihics lit)
Sabbatli -as, observedl, anîd ixo revelatioi i-e-
vereiîced; yet ii the iiiidst of ail tlie'ue vice'ý,
Nvithout a bible iii thc lîaîids of the peo le,w'ilul-
ont a Sabbath anid ivithiout a chmurc-h bidrgi
Gospel îu-eacîîed I y UlicApostles umade woiudcrfti I
coiiqnest.s. So iiîiversal w-as its -,ucce.,s tîmat
Panul exclaliuîs -'l luau.kis he iîmuto GocI uvîo al'ua%-
causctlî us to triiuuumjh iii Chr-ist.'

Nor wverc the truuîmîîphs sectired t'y riny ex-
Vernal aid. Thie disciples receivednousitmr
fromugove-iîuîîetîls or fi-oi cstablislied iîsi'u-
fions. They "--eewit.liout eveni ordiiîary proleri-
tiomi. Tlîey .%-ci-c rep-oac. - .11, reviled, and perse-
cuted, subjectecl to exileaud deatiî. The lit.era%-
turc, thc schmools. the imîfliiemce of society, îr
agaimîst tlhem. Yet througli tlîe divine imîflueire
accoînpaun'ixig their efforts tlîey t-iuîîîplîcd. 'l'li
poNver of God made Vci hucroca md cmîîcin-~

TIme picture is rcproduc-ed iii sonme iiucasîlr- Il,
uieai-Iy ail of our mîission fields txo.da-y amîd yet in
soi-e of thern the Gospel lia-s ali-cady ~ioih
.great trinmiilis amid in others tlie tiimph is siuire
to voie. liow strangc to be liviug overnmui
to-day the experiemices of time carly churdhiim tirec
t luai Cighteell ccultum-ie.s ago.
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