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and out on the further side, so terrific %vas the force of the
Indians' bowv and so closcly werc the victims approached. The
colour of the calves is uniform, flot spotted or striped, and is
much the same as that of the cows. The cow is invariably
sm-aller than thc bull and lacks his suUcen ferocity and massive
grandeur. Both sexes p0SSCSS hornls. he voice of the bull is
a decp sonorous bass cail or growl, and in the distance, cspecially
wvhen several bulis wvere bcllowing together, it is said to have
rcscrnblcd the roll of distant thunder.

Among many traditions stili current. old settiers have one
rcspccting the so-called " sharpcning-places," i.e., low rockry cliffs
in the " coulees " or hollowvs of the prairie wvhere the bulîs were
saîd to rub their horns in spring in preparation for the pairing
period in August or September. The bus %verc flerce fighters,
but thîs sharpcning of the horns is probably a mytli. 1 have,
however, several pairs of very thick old horns, %vliicli are quite
wvorn down by rubbing upon one side of cachi h-orh. Possibly
this rubbingr was donc wvhen, the buffalo rollcd upon the grour'd.,
a habit which %vas constantly induiged in, partly no doubt to
get rid of the flics. wvhich annoy them just as they anncy the
caribou on the barren plains of the north. The tips of the horns
in old bus, are oftcn narrow and pointed at the tip, but vcry
thick, clumsy, and corrugated down to the base.

Ali attempts to induce the buffalo to shelter in wvintcr, or
even to lie down on beds of straw in the open air have failcd at
Silver Hciglits. Strav wvas abundantly laid down for thcm in
wvînter, but thcy invariably prcferred some place wvcll covered
wvith snowv, whcre they lay down and 51c 1)t.

While the extinction of the noble buffalo may be justiflably
deplorcd, it is questionable whether the western country couid
have been scttlcd, or crops profltably grown as long as their
immense herds roa»mcd at will. Ccrtainly man's ferocious bar-
barity and love of merciless slaughter would have continucd so
long as any wild buffalo remained to be butchered.
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