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Frequenting the one iocaiity wvou1d give coiou* to the first
theory.

Swa//ows.-O n the 2 Sth i nstan t, \vh ite- br-ca-stedl sw ai ows
wvere observeci on the Riclean river, between Curnrnings' brigde
anci the faîls. I could not cletermine whether tbecy wvere the
white-breasted or the bank swval1ow.

Binbinlsv.-Aithioughl 1 have flot seeni any of thern myself,
1 have reliabie authority that they have becn seen iii the closing
days of the rnonth, but I coulci not get the actual date of their
arrivai. Probabiy 27th or 28th.-H. 13. SIMALL.

ORNITH-OLOGY.

Nature lias provided us ivith 11o more delightfül or interest-
ing objects for study than the birds. They are our " feathered
poets of the grove " each wvith his own peculiar strain of zne]ody;
nowv sweet, now sad, now boisterous, nowv seeming to teil iii long
andi varied song some tale that thrilis us as wve listen. What
wvonderful and beautifuil markings they have! There are fewv
wvho cati fail to enjoy the sight of a brilliantly coloureci or deli-
cately marked bird, or when the hicîden nest is found, the eggs
unrivalled in.colouring even by the bird xvhichi laid them. To
ivatch thie-m building, tbeir nests, catching, thecir food, hopping
about from branch to branch apparently with no object, or
stretching thecir xingss for a long flight, is a pleasure which cati
be shared by ail. But lialf the joy is i'ost unless xve have learniec
the songs andi cails of the différent birds ; unless we recognize
them xvhenever seen and in xvhatever plumage they are dressed,
be it in that of the full-grrwn maie, the le-ss brightly marked
female, the young bird, or in that of the winter season ; uniess
xve cani tell them from their habit of flight even xvhen too distant
for the colour of the bird to be ascertained ; or unless xvhen xve
find the tiny nest in the -thicket, or the large one in the lofty tree
we know xvhat bird has bujît the nest or xvhat bird has laid the
eggs.

It is hoped that throughout this year a greater interest xviii
be manifested iii our birds. Hiere is a field for the young people
-with untold pleasure in store for ail who are eager for it. The
leaders of the Club xviii most gladly assist any who desire to
begin the study of our birds.
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