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CONGREGATIONLAL SlCIGiNýG.
We haeve good reason for suipposirg itt lic p£salmody of tlie Jelv.

ishi clitrehl ias very elaborate nd iTpesv.and that the nationi au,
large -were proficients in imisical Zselenve ; butt 'e must neot pesthe,
flets too closcly iii our considleration of thie present. subjet. "'ie -12
wvas, pre-enîiineitly, one of type rni syîiinl ; and a spleildid anîd coq'j
rituai SQQf1s to have been required by the circuinstances of' thie p)(tolpeIt is suflicienitly obvious, that the, precedients of judais;m will ]Uûti
this case apply witholit qualification to Cbristiaility, -which is flir k(ý,
dlependeut than its piredecesor on the exteýrials of wiorship.

And yet those who allege thiat sue.h matters as time and correctle
are of no m.omeint iii the performnance of modern sacred inusic,-tat
in fluet, Spirituality la thei sole esetil.-r ardly a-ware of' the i
tracting effect often prodnced on the mind of a muisiciaii, or evew of
person of goo general taste aild eduication, by rude ami i oiy Sin
in-, even though it berdcid in %orne measure by eamniestiiems ii
feeling. It is nei ther possible nor desirable that. church-miusic shoild

.-as a general rulle, compete stienitifically -%vithi that of the, oratorio
opera, N effter the psalmiody, the poctry, nlor the arch itectitre of th
szanctuaiy shiould be excessively elaborate. The luiglîest art ffliit
on flac coutrary, of extreme ýsitnplicity. Complex chants, whiatcv
tlieir mnusical merits or deinleri-ts, ,re certainly more or less; iiiei
to whlat mot; of us righitly deem a f;,i grander tingi,-tlîc singeing
an entire enorer,'ation. Yet, if titis be suficiently chaste and siJanl
there is no uoicessity for its bcing, iii any sense of the teru, coaruee
slovenly in execuation.

lIt would seem sufficiently obiMous, that, if the upper classes of :
ciety reffuse to take their part in titis or ln aîuy other publie duty, f
resuit niust be the infusion of a large amoiut of vulgarity an lau
lessness into its performance. On tiiese individuais, tlierefore, d
volves, iii a grreat measure, the task of reforming the style of coq0
g-ational. sing-ing. The cducated classes are a part of the gemîcral Co
gregation ; and it is -extremely uujutst for flîcîn to Complain of t
musical blunders of thie rest, -while they themselves do their bcst
perpetuate tîmese, simply by refusing to take their own proper part iii t
service of Song. Yet, wve should bc sorry to encourage, la aiiy, a d
position te undertake this duty -froin merely musical motives; a
Dgood teste alone should be sutfficient:.to discourage -iiytliin g approa
ing to display. If* the -subject Le re.garded simply froinc a sciemit'
point of view, the musical variations to wlîich ive are cbzistiintly co
pelled' to listen are, as a mule, anything but iniprovemnents on mime
ginal melodies. We confess to have been et times heretical enon
to think thiat some even of these latter mighlt Le advantagcý,ots3y r
dered -ligliter, and more easy of execixtion. At ail events, iii wi
ever else it nmay be lkig con grcgational sin gin- sh ould umîqutit


